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Beachc ombing

Reinier Sonneveld

ISurprise is the essercof humour,
and nothing is more surprising than the tuth."
Bill Watterson,Casper & Bbbes

IEveryone wa astonished at what dsus had said."
Mark, Good News

Fir st dr aft of the tr anslation!
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Foreword

If there is one thing that is lethal b Christian beliefs, it is
punctiliousness in the kingdom of GodWith this kind of stu#ness a
person beomes neither old nor warm wheneer he reads the Bible,ebus
becmmes a fiendly and abwe al reassuring man, and more than anything
else obliges Goda give us health, a $ne parer and a good jobThe
stu%y Christian ha lost his radical spiritThe deepest soure of this is
that he has lost sight of the living Christ.

Reinier Sonneveld has written a book that ould presere us fom
spiritual turpitude. The strength of it is that he began his Bible&reading a
a beachomber who goes out looking for the most unexpeet $nds. Of
course, Sonneeld has the advantge of his share of theological lgmeage.
He is, morewer, sharp witted and blessed with originalityBut none of
this would have helped him if he had not been intrigued in the $rst plac
A straight&laed Christian thinks that the Bible has no more surprises in
store for him. By mntrast, Sonneeld is open b the possibility that the
Holy Spirit can stil lead him from one surprise b another.

I am convinced that the most important work of the Spirit is to bring
us to ksus Christ.That is what he ha done with Reinier. With no other
Dutch book have | been so stuck by the brilliant, unexpeced and
sometimes shocking thoughts and actions of the LoréédusWith regard
to that, | can only see similarities with Philipyanceey The &sus | never
knewIn his book is also the messge that no better antidote against
religious boredom exists than a candid reading of the four Gospels if a
stone is thrown into still water.

For more than one reaon Sonn&eld has touched me. Br him, grae
clearly means that ve are 'neer too unsuitable for God, n&er" He only
sees sadfast growth in holiness if the belieer has disovered something
far more precious that the 'eeting pleaures of sin. Sonneeld’ criticism
of the present day (lite 'who must hae everything in perspective, exept
their own relativism," is highy perceptive. He males clever use of
languaye; his style is so original that the book wiklso be read with a
smile.

Through his murage, the writer has also positivey touched me by
repeatdly making himself vulnerable. Nt so long ajo he hardy believed
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any more. for years he didtt go near a churchWe authors of faith&
building books are not such stalwas &ter al. But Sonneveld suwived.
And since then he is busy with a fecinating voyae of disovery. ILike a
sort of Columbus, but in an unendingAmerica.”

| think the greatest sewice his book does for his readers is that
Sonneveld manages b take them along with him on his voyge of
discovery. Furthermore he doesti avoid di#cult Bible t exts, for example,
the position of women and getting baptized for the deadl’hanks to him
| come anav under the in'uence of the upside&down charaet of ksus"
life on earth. With the Lord Jesus, dlour own cusbms and values, bbur
personal priorities, al our individual preferenes are tuned inside out.
And yet our deepest security is exclusiwein Him. If that is not unique, |
don't know what is?

Aad Kamsteeg
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The Good N ews IS news

IWhat do beachombers do? Beactambers are people who put
themselves in the way of surprises and readgo looking for things."

That is what | read somavhere on the Internet and it very aptly
applies b believers. Bible reading is lie beachombing. A beachomber
aims at nothing in paticular, never knows beforehand what he witsnd,
but keeps on searchingd beachomber is wiling to be surprisedWill he
$nd valuable ydbw amber this time; or a thimble, a shoe&buckle, a
weapon, a ty doll, age&old ains? Or perhaps a mesga in a bottle?
IThere is @rtainly something romantic about beachambing. It is
relaxing, surprising, #ecting, @en myserious. It is a surprise gery time
| come across something on my beachimbing escapades.”

If you are trying to $nd a needle in a haystack, then you know what
you are looking for but not that you will $nd it. With beachcombing it is
exactly the opposite. You know you wil always $nd something, but you
never know what it will be. It is searching without any preonceived
ideas.And then you $nd the most wonderful things.

At least, that was Napoleors experiene. !Everything about Christ
amazes me. lis Spirit overawes me and Hs will brings me into confusion.
Between Him and what is in the vorld there is no possible omparison.
His is true to Himself. In vain can | investiga¢ anyone throughout
history like &sus Christ, or anything that ompares with the Gospel.
Neither history, nor mankind, nor the ajes, nor Nature 0%ers me
anything with which | could compare or explain it. Here everything is
extraordinary.”

And it is precisely the Bible' strangeness that is dangerous.
C.SLewis, the well&known fantay writer, was anAtheist for years, but he
walked into the trap. A young man who wishesatremain a sounditheist
can never be bo careful of his readingThere are traps @erywhere )
Bibles laid open, milions of surprises, !$ne nets and stgems." God is,
if | may put it lik e this, verly unscupulous.”

| was just & stupid when | met this unscupulous God.As soon & |
thought | had Him within my grasp, somehow H always appearedtbe
di%erent g@ain. If | declared with great aplomb that God is dead, then |
discovered that He had feely submitted Himself to capital punishment
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long ago. However, *God is dead+ is not the end of Christianifyout it"s
beginning. I | thought that faith wa s su%ocating in big @rds, then there
is Christmas, and God appearedsaa tiny baby in a little manger with a
little donk ey | complained that God didrit $t int o the twenty&$rst
century, but suddeny realised that he $ted even less inb the $rst
century: he wa literaly hounded b death. | felt myself caught up in the
incomprehensible pangs of lee, until the entire Bible appearedd be a
universal tragi&omedy and when | looked further into it, a tragi&omedy
of love. | thought of God as mythical, onl to dismver that the twenty&
$rst century is even more mythical. | felt betrayed by God, and the ogl
ansver | was given wa &sus, who sked my questions much more
directly than | had ever dared: My God, My God, why have you forsakn
me?"

That'"s when | decided b go beachombing.

Willem Jn Otten is one of the greadst Dutch essayists who,feer a
long search, became a Christiailvhen he was chalenged b explain it, he
referred to a childhood memop:. It is the end of the $fties; he is stila
child and sees something absurd in the middle of apigal Dutch polder:
four or $ve elephnts !They were loose and standingampletely
unconcerned, just like herons.They dawdled along & if they were doing
the most natural thing in the world, but they were elephants. Loose
elephants." H& bolted home but no one beliged him. Elephants on the
loose dori exist in Holland. Neither did his clessmags at school beliee
him; no one believed him.

Naturally there is an explanation.They had probably come from a
circus that was being set up nearbyBut we live in a time when the big
question is: is there redy a circus@hat is faith. A believer has seen loose
elephants in the polderBut that's impossibleThat's ridiculous. Even so,
in spite of what might be risible, ve hope the Circus is stilin town.

The philosophers Lars Svendsen anas$tal Buckner sugyest that the
west is sinking deeper inb apathy sine it has written God 0%f there
realy is another vorld somewnhere that has an impact on our own, the
tension remains and & are ready ® be surprisedWithout God your life
becomes @mpletely boxed in. If everything is just things, things and
more things, what is there left b wonder about?

Both philosophers nowhere indicag that they themselves are
Christians and therefore their onclusions are gen more provocative. |
thought the church was realy dreaty and | know many non&belieers who
can amaze themselves ) and yet Svendsen anddBner still claim that if
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you say goodbyed faith you lose the ability b be astonished.You would
think you would sooner feel meaningless, that youowld feel yourself less
calm or more loney because there is no more God. But right ngw
perhaps it is the amazement that always gathis meaning; and that sense
of comfort and solidarity

Wonder istheunique element of the faithEThe Theologian Timothy
Dwyer did some research irg the phenomenon of amazement in
antiquity. He concluded that the Greek and Foman texts almost neer
mention amazement in onnection with religious activities. But &wish
texts, such a the Bible, ell how invariably perplexed people re if they
had a glimpse of GodAnd in the apostle Mark’s Christian text it
becomes a veritable refiin: 'The bystanders wre amazed at whatesus
had said." ,Mirk 1:22,27; 2:12; 3:21; 4:41,28,38,42; 6:2,6,280,51; 7:37;
9:6,32; 10:24,26,32; 11:18,32; 12:11,12,17; 14836t BB-

What is it that so amazes ChristiansWhat is their great dismovery?
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On image bui Iding

A young advetising executive, a ngelist and an organisation expér
come for an audiene in Heaven.They are shown inb a gigantic libras,
with access b every book known to humanity, and ld to wait.

Then Gabriel, the famous archangel, ‘ies in. '\®lcome, lady and
gentlemen. | will keep this shot. God wants to save mankind.What
would you sugiest & a plan of campaign?"

The advetising executive, the nwelist and the organisation expér
look at each other and begind smile.This is something right up their
street!

IBig! It has to be big, man!" cries the adviising executive immediagly.
Massive! See theentireworld! Cool!!

Gabriel chuckles. "6u're already stding to speak in bngues! But,
carry on."

The organisation expettakes over. I'The end result looks cleard me:
save mankind. But it will need some speci$cationhich people? Sae
them from what, and what for? One that's clear ve can set up a sp&by&
step plan."

IWhat we need is a hero," says thevalist. !Plan or no plan, w must
create a hero."

Gabriel nods b her. !l will pass this on.Then he disappears while the
three advisers wait excidly for what will happen.

A little while later Gabriel returns: !l have submitted your advie, and
I can tell you that God has chosen a landE"

IHey say no more, man!" ietrupts the advetising executive, stating
to jump up and down. !I"ve got it in onéAmerica! It"s got to be America!
The U"S ofAl+

INo, Israel.”

The advetising executive fals silent.You can see the three of them
frowning. !lsrael?" queries the nelist, but then brightens up. !Oh, wait a
minute, that’s very ingenious ist it; at the moment Israel is the entre of
international attention. So we"re talking about the tventy&$rst entury
are we?"

IThe $rst century | believe."
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Il beg your pardon?The organisation expetis indignant. You realise
that even a plan for a church f.& stands or fdk on good ommunication!
That"s a vey backward entury you know no television, no saellit esg"

Gabriel frowns. !l dort know exactly what the situation is. But |
understand that God ha been sympathising with a tiny nation by the
Mediterranean Sea forenturies, and among them the S@ur will be
born.+

The advetising executive jumps up gain. !0K, OK, $rst century,
Israel )Man, what a ock&up! But v can $x this, ve can stil make
something of it, cart we guysVe"re not exacy nerds, ve do have a bit
of experiene."

The novelist nods. !The S@our must be a great man of le#rs, or a
great generalThese are the ony options we'"ve got left; they are the ol
ones who wil ever be remembered.drael is ridiculousy smal and has
hardly any writing tradition; but good, a geniusauld arise.”

And a plan, a clear €p&bysep plan,"” cries the organisation expter
again, but Gabriel has already gone.

When the archangel retuns, the three are ffetting and fuming with
impatience. And?And?"

lIt"s going b be Galilea, he'llbe bom in a mangerand he is the son of
a carpenerE"

IWhat?exclaims the ad&man. Hlilea is the squarest placin Israel. t's
the middle of nowhere, man! Get them aldown to Jrusalem pronb, to a
realy hip neighbourhood. Dorit let the parents dictate how he$ brought
up either, that wouldnt produce anything useful.”

lls it a he?"rbwns the author 'You"l get a lot of moaning fom the
feminists later. Very awkward."

IBut his mother is actudly pregnant before marrigeE" Gabriel tries to
interject.

INo&no&no, that'a errible disadvantae,” growls the organisation
expett. !But make sure that he grows upa be a handsome, charismatic
man, genial and populat

INowE" hesitaies Gabriel.

INo?Then do malke sure that he gets immedi& acess b leamed
professors, and populamodem friends up there in Galilea."

Gabriel nods. 'és, that$ a good ideaAnd he's gone.

The three advisers shaktheir heads. !Who on eah are we dealing
with here?" gumbled the organisation exper 'They"re throwing in the
towel from the start. They dont have a plan, anden if they had, this is
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the most idiotic plan ever mnceived.  you approach it like this, then you
won't even sae a hamburgestand from bankruptcy, let alone mankind."

Gabriel comes back quicky: !l must tell you that the Saiour of the
world is going D be selfgaught. And he will take $shermen for his closest
friends, and laér on he'linclude oorrupt tax&ollectors and prostitutes.”

IHe"l do what?The advetising man explodes in nerous laugher, but
eventualy controls himself and there folows a lengthypainful silence.

Aft er a while the novelist coughs politely. !Is this some sarof E
squatter?What are you thinking of ? If you intend to beamme great, you
don't make friends with the undemorld. This is an anti&hero, of the
dumbest kind. But there is usudy something charming about anti&
heroes; they"re sympathetic. So hewld get on wvell with the whores; but
fraudsters ) no, dorit do it; really, dont do it."

IBut you"ve gotd think about imagé Otherwise you'll mess &erything
up, totally!"The advetising executive holds his head in both hands.

IHe will certainly have to make friends with the leaders thereThe
cultural avant&garde, the irgresting philosophers! h heaserls name, why
not let him go immediately to Rome and get inb discussion with the
great and the good ) that where the entre of authority is. If he realy
wants to make something of himselfthat's where hetlhave to be."

IDoes he ha&e any special poers, or outstanding abilities®e auld
turn him into a supe&hero then ) such & Spiderman, or Batman?"

IHey! Great idea Gabe! Miracles ) that'l realy work!"

Gabriel nods. !l havent told you that yet, but yes, he wildo
miracleskE"

IGreat miracles? Spectacularomders?”

INo."

lIf only it was the twentieth&$rst @ntury, it could be made inb a
movie!"

Gabriel sighs and looks round at the group. !Do | va to go back?"

ICertainly, the whole plan wil have to be mmpletely re&jiged
otherwise it just won't work."

Gabriel goes awaygain, but is back within minues. !Sory, | don't
understand this either but God has now decided that this S@our has to
die!

IThat"ll throw a spanner inb the works!"

IWait a minute. Dying is OK, but not before hes left a fantastic book
behind; and made lots of disciples, and been preaching for decades.”
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INOE"

IOh yes! Spend aauiple of years out in the back of beyond, mak
friends with the country bumpkins and then dieE"

IWill the death at leat be a bit heroic? $ there going b be a hisbrian
present?Then perhaps something might eme of it."

Gabriel looks pained.No, there won't be any writers there. t will be a
cruci$xionE"

The novelist shales her head. IThe most barbaric death irgaable at
the time. Most Romans vere ashamed that at the hearof their well&
ordered empire there should hee been such an insanetruel form of
execution. Breryone will immediately forget this so&cétd saviour.

I'You"ve actudy ruined everything without even trying, haverit you!
Gabriel, be honest with us. Hve you by any chareinseted the little
word *not+ o many times when pssing on our sugestions?"

IOf course not." Gbriel seemsad have run out of options. !Look, I"m
sorry, but I"'ve done my best, | hae passed @erything on, discussed it dl
for hours at a time, but this is what ha been decidedThis is the plan.”

IPlan!"The organisation expet spits the word out. !Pleae dort misuse
the word *plant+ like that.”

Gabriel looks round at them. IVl I'm going now PerhapsE"And he
'ies away.

The advetising man looks bevildered. !l cart take any more of this, |
give up."

The organisation expet nods wearily. 'You have to dosomething with
advice."

The novelist also was her head, disappoietd and tired, vey tired.

The trio 'oats back down to eatth, disillusioned. Nothing's going b
happen D the eath," they say ® whoever will pay them any aténtion.
IWe tried everything, but Heaven won't listen to us.They"ve got a
hopeless organisation up ther&his is the lousiest marleting&plan eer!"

They have just got back when @briel comes down behind them. !l"ve
got some ne&vs, great navs!The Saviour has risen fom the dead! bnt
that what you waned? bknit that something that will sel? Something
that's bigger than life? mage&building?+

He looks around. !l see you're 0% alrea@¥, what di%erene does it
make?You surel would have said that there vere no trustworthy
witnesses there, onl the ri%&% and the malkins; or that the resurrection
from the dead is just a trick, and no one wibelieve it. And of course,
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how can just one resurrection se the world?Yes, thats what you wil be
sayingWhat a lovely bunch you are."
And with a broad grin he 'ies back into Heaven humming a tune.
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The str ange PR of God

"On the t en oddest Bi ble ver ses#

IThis is how | see youEa someone ® whom, at a paticular time, |
have to make clear that faith is onl/ possible a it has to do with the
unbelievable, that which you onstantly question, while you imgine it as
realisticaly as possible: whywhy?"

Wi#em an Qte$
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The Lousiest M ark eting Plan Ever

IHe humbled Himself and became obedienta death ) even death on a
crossiThereforeEat the name of &sus eery knee shdlbowEand every
tongue onfess that &sus Christ is Lord." ,2:8&10-

Philippians 2:6"11

The greatkst organisation ger produed among humanity ha sprung
from the most foolish marleting plan ever. Christianity has its billions of
willing captives, but look at how it beganA Jew far away in a slum area of
Galilea, cradled in a mangeby a porerty&stricken mother who wa
unexpecedly pregnant, vent about paticularly with farmers, prostitutes
and fraudsters, and & soon a he became suessful, he wa so radical that
he was execued. End of sbry, so why give it a seand thought?

As they sing in the musicallesus Chrisu$erstar!Why you let things
you did / get so out of handYou'tl have managed better / if youtl had it
planned. Now whyd you choose such a backward time / and such a
strange land? /flyoutl come today / you ould have reached the whole
nation. / Israel in 4 B.C. had no mestommunication." But the &sus who
began in such a backward region not onfeachedan entire nation." H
had even greaér plans. He was aiming at the whole wrld.

Evolutionists are stil looking for all kinds of Imissing links" betwen,
for example, sightless creatures and the ey#ith just a loose lens you
have nothing dter al; or an iris, an eyebéaltea&ducts, eyekhes, optic
nerves, retinal ones, and so on. Dismnnected, al these elements in
themselves are meaningless and thereforewld not exist. But they are dl
simultaneousy neessay for a functioning eye, while it is inonceivable
that they could exist independenty. Therefore the eye must hae been
designed.

The same is tue of &sus, a rabbi, an upstawho was execued, a
friend of down&and&outs, an enemy of the established grdesonder&
worker and so onTaken in isolation there is nothing extraordinay about
it and it would have remained unknown ¢ history. But the bizarre
combination that constituted &sus is lile an eye. works as a @mplete
entity and through Him we can see.

Jesusisdesig. An eye must be designed, and there is also no !missing
link" between people andekusThere is no half8kus ) a halfway form
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that reveals just a little. Ier centuries Israel wa undisturbed and suddeml
Jesus dropped out of the sky

And actualy he does egerything opposite to what you would expect.
This is no human design; you c#rinvent this. As 1 Corinthians 2:9 says,
'no human mind ha mnceived this." Ony on looking back dter a vey
long time, if you have been carefuly moulded by Christianity do you
begin to suspectAll the preaching that folowed in the next 2000 years
was like a child who ha watched a genial ngician at work and tried to
explain it at home, stumbling @er his own vords in his enthusigm, full
of amazement and ignorare Believing is stumbling aver your own vords
because you hze only just seen somethingEyou ddhinvent that.

It is precisel the peculiarity of faith that implies the truth. "I believe
because it is absurd,” said the Church yegarly on; because the oddest
PR ever oonceived led b the most in'uential mo vement ever seen. Hbw
could it be otherwise, that this wa the d(nouement for which ezeryone
was waiting, but that no one ould suspect?tlis just like a child | heard
about who, on reeiving a fantatic Christmas present, a real surprise,
said:And | didn't even know | wanted this!"

If you didn't know any better, you would not be able b do anything
but conclude that an alien had landed ) and youauld be amazing} close
to the truth. But wherea generdly something so bizarre wuld bemme at
best a pub sbry; this story just went on and on and on.tkeeps on
echoing round with an unpreedented persisence. It is told over and
over, and vel quickly thousands of people gee their lives for it, rather
than disavow it; and it keeps on spreading and is $riypland deepy
embedded in our hisbry.

| have heard many giries, but never one & peculiar 3 this one. |
never heard a giry that | so badly wanted to be true.

%0 be continued&
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The Lousiest M ark eting Plan Ever "c ontinued#

I'Your attitude should be the samesthat of ksus Christ." ,Philippians
2:5-
9% hilippians 2:1"1pke 2:1"20 eventua#y&

How oould it really happen thatAugustus Giesarwho waned to
immortalize himself by holding a population ensus, is now unknowmno
most people; while that tiny baby who ordinariy was only a number
anonymousy remrded in Augustus” ensus, is now known and ershipped
the world over?

The historian H.G.Wells acknowledges this aboute$us:More than
nineteen hundred years lat, an hisorian such & I, who does not cdl
myself a Christian, disovered this highly important man. The historical
criterion for the greatness of an individual i$¥/hat has he left behind
that can be developed futher? Has he promped people b think along
new guidelines that vere so poverful that they still exist dter his demise?
According to this criterion, Esus is the greatst."

Adverttising people hare not yet @me up with anything & big & this.
McDonald’, Coca Cola, Nke, Levi's, al the big brand names that may
last for a eentury, and individualy perhaps longer; but wer $ve hundred
years or so they wilbe $nished. Christianity begana realy get going
only a'er $ve hundred years; but it ha kept on going. Whereas family
businesses bemme bankupt after a fav generations, this famy business
thinks in terms of ages. h comparison with the Church everything else is
mere hype.

Jesus had no advéising agenciesEand you can soon regnise thatE
from the way he behged! Suppose he had brought in RRwdvisers, they
would have been earing their hair out in frustration because gain and
again he would have blown it. Buddha had foty years in which b teach
his doctrine; Mohammed had tventy&wo years. dsus didft die of old age
or sickness, surroundethy a multitude of admiringfollowers.Aft er only
three years he wadragged © his death & a haed malefacor. And there
was nothing left other than a disorganised bunch of disciples.

How could something so insigni$cant beame so impotant?

According to Father Neville Fggis, that is the greatst surprise about
Christmas; IThe Muslim slogan *God is great+ is not auth that people
need o leam through a supenatural being.God is smai# the truth that
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Jesus taught the people."\Eery ideology maintains that its gods and its
most important ideals are great. But with Christma it was announed
that the Christian God is sma#That is aunique discovery: that God is
great through beoming smal ) and only in that way That is how &sus
became !hper&upe&exakd,” and this is how extreegantly it is described
in the Greek text of Philippians 2:9.

And only thus can the Church be greatfyou might beamme self&
satis$ed if you see what the Church saachieved. But immediatly, in the
earliest onfession of faith known o Christianity, in this verse fom
Philippians, Paul brings eerything into sharp focus; it wa his humility
that elevated &sus. Ony through being unpreentious will you beome
majestic.That is the true Christian attitude. ,2:5-

Therefore it doesrit add up when, in Christian mgazines and books,
increasingly you see pictures of beaming, handsome young peoplee
Church hasnt become great by radiating powr. The Church has beome
great by bringing good ness. Real navs. | dont believe that !the beautiful
people" are goodiewdor the world. That"s what is promised gerywhere.
It is news that God also came for the uglducklings, the spotty eenayers,
the fatties, the losers. ,See p.42; Mthew 9:22-

That is why grandiose cathedrals and shy church buildings hae
nothing whatever to do with Christianity. esus nger built a cathedral.
He didnt even hare a housed live in and wa bom in a stable. ,Matthew
8:20; Lulke 9:58A gospel that knows no bettr than to sel itself through
good&looking faes is no gospel at bIChristianity doesrit spread itself by
means of glowing podrs and sound PR. Christianity fdbws &sus.
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L unatic or God or E

IEvery kingdom divided ayainst itself wil be destroyed." ,12:25-
%Mtthew 12:22"42&

As you read the Gospelse3us omes acrosssan exeptionally
balaned, gifted and losing man. For someone who ha had such a great
in'uenc e and inspired so many people, itould be di#cult t o be
otherwise.

But there is one element that disturbs the pictureThis wise man said,
Il am God." ,For example, in dhn 8:58; 10:30 Only the insane say this
sort of thing. H ence, that is how the established order reaetl, and in the
language of the time ,that was not so 'at as ours-: !+ is possessed by the
devil." ,12:24That is indeed the most logical reaction:ebus is mad.

How will Jesus reactd this? He goes straighto the heat of the
matter: What indicates  you that I"'m mad? @n you see anyvédence?
You notice here that &sus throws hisntegity into the ring. He is a
truly uni$ed personality ) because you can regnise an idiot.An idiot
cant hide what he is for long; you soon diswver that. A lunatic ,thus, the
devil in the language of that time- cannot do the miracles thatekus wa
doing. So much good wuld be the end of him, and he wuld put himself
out of businessAnd to cal yourself !|God" is atigether insaneYou would
be unmaked eventualy, becaused tree is known by its fuit". ,12:33-

This then becomes a question about whereedus stands in this regard.
I's he also a lunatic, not belieed because of his own potty belviour? But
that would be strange, sine his acts beome remgnisable through a
benevolent wholesomeness. OK, ld appearsd be a redly solid, reliable
person, so is he perhaps the onkingle exeption? Can you be ompletely
healthy and yet mad at the same time?d\saysdsus, something lik that
would devour itself. An internally divided kingdom wil be brought to
ruin." ,12:28Nhoever is not honest is busy destroying himself

That is why leaders of sects rarglclaim to be God.They make
themselves out 6 be An emissay from God," becausewen their foolish
followers wouldn't swalow any more than that. So geniuses é8kBuddha
and Mohammed neer claimed that they vere God.And why would they
do that, since they didrit think that of themselves anywayThus they
became vey old. Why should Esus go futher and claim such insanity for
himself? In Israel at that time it was virtually suicide for a persond claim
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to be God.And indeed, we know how it ended for &sus. t really was
suicide © cal himself GodESo why? H still had so much o tell them, so
many people b heal; so much stilhad to happen. Hs movement had
barely begun, so why say such a thing/hy indulge in such needless
provocation?

That is to ruin yourself for sure. So it appears thaesus redy was
mad. Had he not said it himselfWhoever wrongfuly cals himself God,
destroys himselThe tree is known by its fuit. Well then, if cruci$xion
is the fruit, what does that say about the tree?

But be careful, &susbeamecrushed. Lunaticsdrucify" themselves, but
it was the world that cruci$ed EsusThat is the decisive di%erere
Lunatics $ght against themselves anduin themselves, butdsus retained
his uni$ed individuality and substantive stat throughout. That is the
meaning of the di#cult t ext concerning !the sign of dnah." ,12:39edah
remained three nights inside a sea&moeist{12:40-, but came back and
called the city of Nineveh to repentane. ,12:41-ut the same, dsus
disappeared een deeper inb death. But when he rosegain, he launched
a revolution that is still not worked out: two billion fol lowers!

That says somethingThat is a sign. Een if there were only the
slightest reason to cal Jesus mad, there wuld never have been any
followers. No one who ha& ever caled himself God had any adherents for
very long, ertainly not &fter their death. Madness onsumes itselfA
madman wuld never have moved Nineveh so far a to repent.And two
billion Christians are not folowing a madman, but GodTheyare the sign
of Jonah.

So whyin heaverls name, did dsus cdlhimself God?There is no valid
reason other than because it watrue.

%0 be continued&
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L unatic or God or E "cont$d#

INeither will I t ell you by what authority | am doing these
things." ,20:8-
Luke 20:1"&¥entua#y uke 20:1"19&

If you realy look closel at Esus, the dilemma is inescapables he a
lunatic, or is he GodAll the same, the dilemma is o&n toned down and
some of bdays religious academics claim that there is a third option:ev
are being misled. Slow] they saya lie crept into the text of the Early
Church tradition that gradually got bigger ) but in reality lesus neer said
that he was God. So he remains ampletely uni$ed human being, with
nothing strange about him. H was just a normal, wisedacher

And indeed, in Luke 20 &sus refusedwen to go that far !If you won't
say what authority 8hn had, neither shdll.t ell you the origin of
mine." ,20:8That sounds vey childish in itself. The religious leaders of
the day aked him why he thought he had the righta cleanse the hot
temple.Who had given him that authority? ésus then posed acunter&
guestion about the authority of dhn the Baptist: was it supemnatural or
not?

The stanee that Jsus adopts looks li& a sily diversiona tactic, but
later on appearsa be notably profound. It unmasks the academicsTheir
problem was that they didrit dare to choose. Both options ) supematural
or natural ) whether applied b bhn or Esus, were too scak for them. If
they were to say supematural, then they would have to believe. If they
were to say natural, they wuld have to 'ee from the people.Yet you stil
ask yourself the same questioWhy did they keep on hesitating?9 the
dilemma realy so di#cult? These options are ory di#cult for those who
arenot cowageousl16:31-

Jesus played it so that the academics ,then and nowens exposed &
cowards. '\ dorit know". ,20:7- Hih! It is senselessatlay divine claims
before indecisive peopleThey won't do anything with them. Esus wil
never reveal o them who he is. Then neither will t ell you by what
authority | do these things." ,20:8-

The Church began with people whalid make a choie. InA.D. 64
thousands of Christians wre execuéd by Nero. They were not cowardly,
but committ ed to the option that Jesus wa supenatural ) and for them,
that meant death.
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Why did they do that? It didn't work, it was their undoing, it looked
as if the Church would be destroyed foreer. Surey ksus" mesgg of love
could be much more e%ectivglspread without such needless
provocations. Moslems h&e never made a God out of Mhhammed, and
neither have Buddhists out of the Buddha. So whyauld Christians do it?
Itis certainly not a good idea® cal your leader God. t is tactless,
ine#cient and absurd.

But something suceeded in making brae men out of unstable
doubters, who set up a universal Church andvercame tremendous
opposition. What can explain this change?tirequires in$nite murage ©
be able b stare death in the fae and stil not make that tiny, doubtful
observation that maybe it wa al nonsense. Hbw can you let yourself be
execued, other than orer something that tums the world upside down
and that you caft get aroundVhat can it be, other than that tens of
thousands knev absolutly for certain that the strange rabbi @sus redy
had risen fom the dead, and redy was God?

Now, there are sometimes leaders of cults who Wijet their entire
following to commit suicide. But that is alwaysel&murderin a small
group and especidy when the guu is still nearby Everyone is stil under
his spel. This also applies ¢ the training&camps for suicide bombers,
such & inAfghanistan and Rlestine.There you are instucted for years o
commit suicide a soon & possible, while you are stihypnotised and the
preaching stil lies freshly embedded in your brain; othewise you vould
not dare to do it any more.

But in the case of &sus, his disciples gre execugedlong a'er his death
How could you possiby be under anyona"spel for that long? If indeed it
were a lie ) dter thirty years you ould far more readiy divulge that. By
then the pressure wuld be 0%Yet at the same time, it is stil so re@nt
that it would be eay to control and adjust any fantaising.You would
never alow yourself b be execugd for stories that could simply be
corrected by eyevitnesses.

If Jesus redl is not God, then we must speak plaint about the
greatst falsi$cation of hisory ever perpetraied. But it is rare © $nd a
religious academic who wiladmit to that. It is always: 'Vé dorit
know," ,20:7-, aif there can be a middle waut J2sus raised the stads
by making it still more conclusive. Say that I"m crazy ) or rexgnise that |
am God. 'Whoever is not with me is gainst me." ,11:28nd if you don't
make a radical decision forekus and choose theosvardly alternative,
then eventualy you wil ruin the Church: 'Whoever doestt gather with
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me, scaters." ,11:230Fif you remain indecisive, then ultimagly that is
also a choie. Not choosing is redly a @ntrary choice. &sus puts this
question to al the Bible critics: Wi# youlisten attentively; do you dare &
choose? H who males &sus out b be just another eacher kills him al
over gyain ,Hebrews 6:6-
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A dangerous working hy pothesis

Ils it not writt en in your law !l said, you are gods?"dw then can you
say of me that | blaspheme because | said | am the Son of God?" ,10:34-
John 10:22"42

What sort of logic is this? &sus" resoning here sounds sonehat
laughable, doft you think? He quotes a Bible &xt in which some people
were caled fods" and !therefore" no one can attack him if he Isghimself
GodE

It is, moreover, an example of careless readinge&d Balm 82: 'The
gods know nothing, understand nothing. | might one have saidYou are
gods. But they wil die and @me to grief" In a word, this is aboutfalse
gods! ésus praes that he is God by stating that false godsene also
called gods?

It is Chanukah, the Festival of Lights. Have our Christmas festival in
mind. What is being celebrated is 164 B.C. when a Syrian leadeloated
the Jews to rebuild their temple and emple&ompound. Subsequenyl you
realise that this feat actualy looks ahead @ Esus. e is like a emple
among us, because God lives in him. ,2:19&2d he has been desecraid
by us, but God wil restore him through his resurrection.

But it is now winter and &sus is walking back and ftln under a
covered potico to keep himself warm. ,10:22,2Bhen he is @nfronted by
a group of éws who $naly demand some claritylesus nger says publigt
that he is the literal Messiah, but he incresingly implies it. How is that?
,10:24-

Jesus ansers that he ha never been vgue, but that they simpy will
not believe. Because he pretts his sheepd the uttermost and gives
them eternal life; that is also precisgl what God does. dsus" wrks are
therefore the proof that he is one with his Rther. Livid with anger, they
want to stone him; not because he does so many goodriks ,because,
without question, that is what he does- but because he Isahimself God.
,10:25&30-

That is absurd. He does so many goodarks, and yet should not these
correspond © his claim © divinity? Are the bystanders redy wi#ing to
consider? Binting his $nger at them, &sus also prees that God himself
called idols gods."That was donefor the sake of the argunmigmis: !You
maintain that you are gods. OK, | cdlyou gods ) ve"l see if you can
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substantiae it. Well now, the Bible still holds good, so such aevking
hypothesis is also valid for meAnd what is more, | am no false god but a
special envoytffom God." ,10:32&36-

Jesus dbws himself b be investigaed openl. He must substantiag¢
his claims. !f | don't make them good, then pleae dori believe in me.
But if I do live up to them, then believe because of what | do." ,10:37&38-
He discloses himselfd true scholarship. H is there b be proved false )
or to be veri$ed And the Jews speci$cdl rule this out. They say they
want an investigation ,10:24-, but they ha& already reached their
conclusion.They have no desire for untrammded scholarshipThey dare
not even undetake some experimental thinking. &sus is not the nucleus
of history, full stop. And in order to maintain this negation they cath do
anything other than adopt blind violene. 'They wanéd to take him
again." ,10:39And eventualy that led to a cruci$xion; a blind crowd that
refused D consider.

Jesus plays for high stads by maintaining the option that perhaps he
is a false godfaer al. Falsi$cation wa possible. But false gods die sBIm
82:7- andekus rose gain rom the dead. Looled at scienti$caly it was
therefore clear: 8sus is God.

It is scary just to contemplate whether or not &sus is indeed so
exceptional. Before you know it, your logic ha brought you b faith!
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It all over

IHe said, 't is $nished!" He bowed his head and dismissed his
spirit." ,19:3-
John 19:28"37

You know the moment at the end of an action meie when the hero
nearly comes 0% wrst in a big $ght sene.We are at the climax, when he
,sometimes she- ha$naly met the villain, who appearsa be winning and
the hero almost dies ) but suddenl $nds nev reseves of energy and at
the last gasp he stil defeats the vilain and wins. b done. Wualy the
movie ends with a fev nice senes in which ve see how happy the hero is,
and that's the end of the $Im.

At $rst sight that's what the Gospel looks like. &sus meets the dal in
his decisive battle on Golgotha, neaylloses, but then is resurreetd and
so still wins. End of sbry. But the Gospel stands eerything on its head;
it is in fact the only story | know that tur ns this standard sbryline inside
out.

Look at it. N ormally the sbory is $nished one the hero ha won. But
now JEsus says, just before tes !lt"s $nished!" ,19:30- &t after he is
resurrecied, but alreadybefore he dies, i al over.

At the beginning of the sory there wa something reaonable
promised; !God shdlgive him the throne of his father David." ,Luke 1:32-
IHe shal save his people fom their sins." ,Matthew 1:21- 14 is !the tiue
light that light ens every man, ©ming into the world." ,dhn 1:9- Eery
good sbry holds out a promise ,sometimes sulyti at the beginning and
redeems it at the end. But in the cse of &sus nothing is redeemed. &/
had hoped that it was he who should redeemskael," said his disappoiatl
friends dter his death. ,Lule 24:21- | see no king; | see nowl people, |
see no liberagd world. | see only a man on a cross, writhing in dreadful
agony No one is defeagd but himself

Jesus says that the ety is $nished wherhelost. But a sbry is only
over when the opponent is defeatd. According to the ordinary stories
that we know this means that in an absurd manneedus is the opponent!
Heis, dter al, the only one who is defeatd when he declared the sty
had endedThat is the crux of the matter. In some way or another athe
misery diedwith Jsus. t's @ if he dragged the opponent with him in his
defeat.
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And yet, this is the only way that he can stllbe the victor. His
humbling proves his exaltation. 1 is not his resurrection that is the
ultimate victory, had everything gone acording to the usual sbryline, but
acording to the Gospel the resurrection is abee al an underlining, a
con$rmation that he is indeed vicbrious ) through hving lost!

That is the revolution. In every story, good triumphs over evil; but in a
strange way dsusheamethe evil, dragged it, & it were, with him in his
defeat, and so enquered it. If Jesus had been an ordingrhero he wuld
have gone gainst the opposition and made minemeat of them.At that
time the Jews were also waiting for a Mssiah who wuld take command
as a military general and seep the Fomans awayBut Esus is
preposterous. He wiped himself out.The way of heroes is the way of
violence; the way of dsus is lee.Violence will never save the world; love
has already done it. The Gospel doestt put the $re out, but becomes the
$re and sucks dlthe oxygen away so that the $re is extinguished.

According to our plot, the Pharisees and the croevare the ony
heroes in the sbry. In other words: us. tis also a well&known
phenomenon in missionay area, that there is rejoicing a didas betrays
Jesus. Udas is the hero; he is cleaylthe winner and ésus the wimpWe
lwin" because wget rid of a pain in the neck and @/'re the hero.
However, the Gospel deliberagly does not choose ussathe hero, but
Jesus a the !vilain."And he eventualy wins.

That"s how we think we can s&e ourselvesrbm him, but he sares us
from ourselves! k& saves us fom our plans, our idea that w have to
exterminate evil, our idea that we have to do everything. It"s not we who
have to carry our own destiny he has already carried it for us.
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God$s parody

IThey brought &sus b Golgotha, which in our languge means !Skul
Hill.+" ,15:22-
Mark 15:16"32 %eventuasik ¥5:16"39&

The solders play a sick game witledus. H claimed b be a king didrt
he, so thats what he'llbe! He weas greeed with mock respect, and a cloak
of royal purple wa thrown around his shoulders and a thay crown
plaited out of $rewood. ,As if someone is sitting ondeath row" awaiting
execution, and smoking, and is givenEt looked &s if they were imitating
Jesus" enty into Erusalem of a fev days earlierLet's al kneel because
here we have the King of the &ws!The coercion of Simon of Grene ©
carry the cross is also aotnponent of this parody ksus redy is a king, so
he can actudly do with the help of one of his subjectsE

The soldiers are playing out a parody orgus" claims & a $of horror
version of the Queers Birthday But as you read carefly you can notie
that it is really the opposite. God is performing a much more radical
parody here withus

During that time there were various myths about Zeus andiditer )
the Greek and Foman supreme deities respectivglin which they die and
are resurreced. If an emperor of the day had sred a military victory,
then he held a triumphal proession in which the death and resurrection
of Zeus, and lagr Jupiter was enaced. A rather sick &bair naturdly, caling
a ommoné&o&garden emperogbd” ) ezen a psychopath lik Nero.

This sick victory parade beomes parodied in the Gospel; with
disconcerting attention to detail. Both processions begin in an irgrior
part of the palace with a crowd of soldiers. ,15:16-hat"s where the vicor
gets his royal purple cloak and his crown. ,15;1% 4 hailed a king
,15:18&19- amdnducted" b a raised area outside the cityl5:20-

As the procession maes along, an animal walks alongside the
emperor. The paralel now bemmes more omplicated but also gets
better. Next to the animal walks a citizen caging a double&edged axe,
the weapon that wil later be used ¢ dispatch the animal a a sacri$e.
And who walked alongside &sus? Simonrdm Cyrene, who wa carlying
the !Imurde&veapor!' ) the cross on which dsus wil be 0%ered. ,15:24Rd
where is this jouney heading? Golgotha stands there, with its stark
meaning: !the plae of a skul." ,15:22And where did the triumphal
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procession that had begun in Bme come to an end? On Munt
Capitolium, which translaies & *Skul Hill.+

Part of the ceremony up on the mountain wa the 0%ering of wined
the victor, which he refused ,15:2Z-hen the animal wa sacri$ed and the
victor lift ed up on high. ,15:24- éfe we dise@rn a strange symbolism: the
sacri$e represened the god who dies, whereupon the emperor
subsequenty stands for the god who is resurreet. At which point
someone normdly says: !fiuly, this man wa the Son of God," justsathe
Roman o#cer by the cross of Christ didE,15:39ith Simon from
Cyrene it was perfectly clear: with &sus walkd the victor and the
sacri$e & one. @sus is both the God who dieandrises @ain. He is both
the sacri$e and the Emperor; the failure and the glgr

There are other parakls, such a both triumphal processions began
early in the day ,15:25- the persésit acclamation of the king ,15:16,26,39-
and that the emperor sbod on the high point between two Senaors, just
as &sus wa hung up betveen two criminals. ,15:27- Seral soldiers
consciousy played this out, but there aredo many details ) they
probably didn't know them all at that time. Godhad planned it.Through
all the symbolism he is saying: lookhisis the way | win.We can hae our
little vict ory parades; get a kick out of our status, our ego, our honour )
God laughs at it. He arranges an anti&tory procession. God wins
through losing.
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The imper cepti ble world ne ws

IThe kingdom doesft come by obsevation. It is already within you.
As the lightning lights up the skyso shdlthe Son of Man
appear' ,17:2(23,24-

Luke 17:20"37

Where are we now? Have you notieed anything about God or not? On
the one hand you dol have to obsere something about his kingdom
from the picture he paints !lt doesrit come by obsevation.” ,17:20fhe
world will be radicaly overturned, but this happens !secrefl’ It does
happen; it is in progress, but subgl On the other hand he does promise a
great showin the end. The new world order doesrt appear D exist yet,
but when it comes there wil be no escaping it, just lik a lightning 'ash.
,17:24-

I's the kingdom there, and a an investigative jounalist do | have to
look for signs of this silent, vorldwide revolution? Or is the kingdom not
here yet and do | hae to be like a disater reporter, ready &ery minute to
report on a mming event of unknown magnitude?Where, in heavens
name,isthe kingdom of Esus?

That was exacty the question raised by the Phariseesyen though
they sardonicaly proposed: !Deardsus, you hae been talking ontinually
about this toughkingdom, and so on, but where is it?" ,17:2@sUs calmy
answvers that you caft discern his kingdom just like that. It is
approaching; a #p nearer @ery minute, but you caft point it out,
because it doeshwork quite so simpy with this kingdom. It comes
invisibly. And the best proof of this is that the Pharisees ddhsee it
straightaway &en though it has landed among them! ,17:25-

The approacls thus invisible. I steals up closerln a privaie chat with
his disciples @sus sets it out more cleayl ,17:26&30-dhHs neighbours
were also not prepared for the approaching Flood. But the avkas
already standing thereamong them.And the people who lived around Lot
didn't sensethe disaster coming, even though he stil lived right there in
Sodom ZXsus is the king, an@veryone can tale hisword for it, but they
dont see the simplicity of it. Because he is a strange King; he is a
su%ering setant who will be rejeced by everyone ,17:25Fhe bomb is
ticking silently, but everyonewill know when it blows up
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Jesus" reolution is thus a silent r&olution. ,See pges 104 and 126-.
He stands on theifont line and has fought the decisive battle. i is the
King who single&handegltook on the enemy and sl& the entire army
We are stil busy redeploying our battle&lines,enstill chatter about the
distant future, while on the other side the entire army is wiped ouAnd
we"ve stil got nothing out of it. Because this King didt defeat the
enemy through clah of arms and a show of strength, but by being
humble. He leapt ahead alone, sbd before the hostile enemyand looked
it in the eye. He defeaed an entire army by wshing its feet.

In the Seond World War a dead English pilotvas washed &hore In
his inside poclet the Germans found dakedetailed plan for a fuléscale
landing on Malta. They relocated countless divisions in that area. But
shortly theredter came D&Day at Nrmandy From that moment on, the
Allies were winning and it wa only a question of waiting until the
decisive defeat, which neertheless vould surely come.That single dead
English pilot was crucial to the whole world war. The terrible starvation
in the winter of 1944 wa still ahead, but a you lisened  the news, you
knew that victory wes a foregone anclusion.

The coming of Esus is gen more radical !breaking ngs" than D&Day
We are stil sitting in a worldwide winter of starvation, but the crucial
battle has already takn plae. In fact, the enemy is already defeadl; only
the last few positions have to be mopped upAnd when everything is
swept clean it will tr uly be Liberation Day and that, no one can escape.
Presently it is still a silent revolution, but when &sus maks his grand
entrance it will be & overwhelming & a lightning strike. ,17:24-

%0 be continued&
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I mper cepti ble world ne ws "cont$d#

IThey al continued eating and drinking, marying and giving in
marriage until the day that Noah enered the boat and the great Flood
came." ,17:27-

Luke 17:20"37 %eventuakhdily 24:23"28&

The kingdom of Jsus approaches quistland then suddent bemmes
overwhelming. It is now making its inmnspicuous appeararg; but
eventualy there will be a calamiobus deluge. ,17:27-

The Pharisees who wre sarcatically angling b $nd out where &sus"
kingdom was, would obviousl love to have had a visible kingdomThey
would love to be able b say!Look, there it is!That"s it!" ,17:2JAnd
indeed, that$ how we often handle our own futureThen we invest ony
on the basis of a clear prognosisWe want visible resultsWe shrink back
from bestwing too much time on 'hopeless" sas such sprostitutes,
addicts and criminalsAre we draid that our money for needy lands wiil
end up in a botbmless pit?Are we ashamed of a pathetic, dilapidatd
church building? Do ve strive for realistic numerical growth in our
congregations othewise we"ve got it dlwrong?

And indeed, lack of visible results can denetsin. But a church must
be realy sick if it is only concerned with visible results, and eerything
that doesrit contribut e to that is written 0% and swrned &s irrelevant.
Sometimes | shudder when, for instare; Christians @nstantly point to
the wonders that are happening, ord their growth in church
membership.Then we are like the Pharisees who would so love to be able
to point and say!lt"s here, it5 there!"

The Pharisees question is reognisable. God, where are you hiding
that kingdom of yours? Martin Buber, the great &wish thinker, admired
Jesus enormougl but could not acept him. When he was asked why not,
he said: 'The Church is bsed on the belief that the Messiah ha mme
and that this is the salvation that God ha besbwed on mankind.We,
Israel, are not in a positiona believe that. We know from deep within,
and with certainty, that the foundations of world history have not
changed ) that the world has not been deliveredWefeel that it is not
delivered. That was in 1933The Seond World War was still to come.
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What is keeping the kingdom fom arriving? Christ§ ansver is that
there’s a long time b go yet. t is only breakinghews that buzzes around
the world. Now, acording to the media, it looks & if we have a glitering
future. ,1 Corinthians 2:1- But the Gospel doe$isparkle. If a Roman
heard the word *Christus+ it would have sounded oddd him. The $rst
thing he would think of would be Tthrestus,+ ) the name giverota slae
that meant *useful.he same aTefal or Moulinex today And Paul didnt
have much more than the accursed execution of his King preach.
Christ was humiliated and ridiculed during his life, so why not his
disciples & well? ,17:25Fhe Gospel is like Noahis ark. ,17:26Fhere it
stands, in a orner of the world, and quietly increases in size.tliraises a
laugh now and then, but other than that no one tads any notie and
everything carries on & normal. But it is ultimatly the only means by
which you can be s#d from the coming great vorld catastrophe.

For the kingdom does approach, but cautiougl) its de$nitive arrival
is overwhelming.The Seond Coming of Christ is like a deluge ,17:275 a
if a town like Sodom should be tured upside down. ,17:29t"¢ not
necessay to point that out, you know that alreadyThus, Esus said $rst
of all that you mustrit demand that his kihgdom beome visible. F you
try to enforce visibility then something goes wrong. But for novhe
proposes that you must do no more thanancentrate on the $nal arrival
of his kingdom.You won't have to keep peering at that, it wil be
abundantly manifesed.

In the meantime ountless false messiahs wiiome. ,Matthew
24:23&28- Sodedlsasiours who a&set that they have brought heaen to
earth, a universal panaga, the revolutionary dismvery of the age. Te# &#
you might sayNaturally something that is vey time consuming. | just
wonder, if Tell Sel has such vonderful solutions o problems, why they
dont just advetise them.That is also Christ$ criticism of the pseudo&
messiahs: they sit lin the inner room." ,24:2&8real Saiour doesrt sit in
the inner rooms; that$ so werwhelming, it's obvious. Othewise it's false.

There is nothing false about a deluge, nothing deptive about the
upending of SodomThe trueWonder Remedy for the world will come
with similar grandiloguent claims. ,Lule 17:30You can redly see that ve
often want © take the Wonder Remedy in advane.We want big results
nowand present ourselves with a lot of bomlséic bluster. But Esus is stil
the humiliated one, and Christianity stil carries a cross. ,Mtthew 16:24-
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The tr uth iny our pock et

Iksus did many other thingssawell. If every one of them were written
down, | suppose that the whole wrld would not have room for the books
that would be written." ,dhn 21:25-

Ever been amazed at how thick the Bible idhat is perhaps the
strangest thing about it, that itisso thick. What"s the point of it?
Couldn't it have been made shaer, clearer simpler?

All of theology owes its exisence to the fact that the Bible is so thick
and omplex. Clergymen eanr their living from it. The Jews and Muslims
have got things a lot eaier with their Torah ,the $rst $ve Bible books-
and the Koran.These books are just aboutsathick as our New
Testament.You only need patiene to be able b leam all that 0% by heatr
And there are many Othodox Jws and Muslims who can do it.

But Christianity is stuck with this book that is far too thick, and that
no one can memorise @mpletely. And then in the above text it is
hammered out that it’s still really too thin!

And indeed, let$ go futher. There was an O Corinthians, and &hird
Corinthians and a Laodiean letter. ,1 Corinthians 5:9, 2 Corinthians
13:10Colossians 4:16Fhere are quotations talen from The Book of th(
Wars of dhovahNumbers 21:14&15- artte Book ofdlar ,Joshua 10:13-
There is a vision of a man ckdd Iddo the &rand seeral extracts fom
commentaries, and there are referems © al kinds of chroniclethat we
don't know. ,2 Chronicles 9:29, 13:22, 24:2id for example | Kings 14:19,
29; Esther 10:2- Countless sayings efds are not found in the Gospels,
but sometimes som&here else. ,Thessalonians 4;%Acts 20:35; 1
Corinthians 9:14- Hundreds of books writen about God and dsus hae
been lost, but perhaps they wllcome to light in the New Earth. At least,
| imagine that al these splendid éxts will be raised with the dead. I"'m
glad there wil be a bit of eternity left over where | can read these at my
leisureE

In any cae, the Bible does feel rather generous; sometimese
excessivey so. Not only are al the stories and RBalms repeatd ,for
example in 2 Samuel 22:1&51 asalR 18-, what do you makof a
complete restaement of the Law in Deueronomy and yet another
repetition of everything in Chronicles?And then, to cap it al, why do we
needfour Gospels?
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You can also see something Ekthis in Nature. It is absurd how many
di%erent sots of animals and plants there are ) why not juseh or a
dozen; that would work just as well? Grass grows on thousands of héides
where no cattle graze, and 'owers grow where no eye wikver see them;
at the very most, an Edelweiss is ony admired by a pasing mountaineer
And then take our sun, more than a miilon times greaer than the eath.
That's not a table lamp, that' a forest set ablaze just because you wamt t
read a book. But then, there is not just one sun, but God sined billions
of stars around and w see but a fes of them.

That is how God is. God is not e#cient, he is watefully extravagant.
God has a hole in his hand;ertainly sine the cruci$xion.

More than al the lost and unread books, there are the books that i@
never seen the light of dayThat is what bhn says at the close of his
Gospel ,dhn 21:24&2%he Torah and the Koran dorit say anything about
it; Orthodox ws and Muslims look for something vell rounded,
something perfect. Nothing will shock a Muslim more than a
contradiction in the K oran ) of which there are innumerable examples
but they are vey quickly explained away

I n this you can st something redly bourgeois, a if we know it all by
now; as if we"ve got a lesehold on the tuth. As a matter of fact, even
Christians think lik e this. That is precisel why theTorah and the Koran
are memorised; so that no one can deketainything, and gen if every copy
were to be bumed, provided there is just one person whoauld recite the
entire holy book from memory, then the religion is sa&ed. It is not the
book that protects them, but they who proect the book.

That"s how it is. If the revelation istt the boss, you vey quickly
become the boss wer the revelation.

%0 be continued&
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The Truth iny our pock et "cont$d#

IDon't touch me," saidekus, !because | k& not yet acended b the
Father." ,dhn 20:17-
John 20:11"18

How irritating of God that he gives us the universe that stretches out
above us, yet its fathest distanes are impenetrable. ldw delightfully
irritating that he gives us a book that is ligrally too thick to stick in your
pocket.

Now it will always be a book that you can browse through, andea
more, in which you can lose yourselfompletely ) constantly making nev
discoveries.You can be a Chrisdpher Columbus dlthe time. Revelation
is something you aredld, that you culd never have invenied yourself
For Orthodox Jws and Muslims, theTorah and the Koran hold a position
that is similar to that of Jesus in Christianity: it is the perfectWord on
earth. It is complete in itself. They have theirWord and can memorise it
and protect it.

But the Word has escapedlhe Word has gone inb Heaven and can
never be shaed into our trouser poclet now We realy do want o hold
onto the truth, just as Mary Magdalene tried b cling to ksus a soon a
he was resurreced. ,20:17- But what doe®dus say: ! Ddhhold onto me,
beausd have not yet ascended  the Father." ,That word !because" s
disappeared fom the New Bible Translation.- That is a strange semnce.
Don't hang on © him beauséie hasnt gone away yet? But surglshe can
only embrae him while he is stil there?

Or, Mary Magdelene can onf realy hold onto him once he ha gone.
Now she claims him ony if she can hold him; but one he ha gone inb
Heaven, she can stil'lhold on to" him but no longer claim him for herself;
because Miry Magdalene wangd to determine who &sus wa for herself
In that way she wa llike children sitting in the marketplace, and cding
to each other: *When ve played the 'ute for you, you didrt dance; when
we sang a dirge for you, you didrcry.+" ,Lule 7:32-

These children cary on so because they insistveryone ha to join in
their game, and they whine if they dohget their own wayThat is what
we are like when vwe expect &sus b obey our idea. But he wil not dance
to our tune. If we sing dirges, he en't weep for us. dsus isdsus; always
true to himself
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Otherwise you beome a fundamentalistThat"s what | mean about
someone who wantsd protect the holy book and intends b keep the
truth sdely tucked away in his pockt. A confession of faith or a hymn is
regularly given this status among ChristiansEthey are at lsianot so
muddled and & thick as the BibleE"Tuths bewme dogma & soon &
people begin b doubt them." ,Glbert Chesterton-That applies © the
Bible as well. Then, for example, a pursi divine book is made of it.

Whereas the Bible is also a human bookou never know where the
human begins and the divine end¥hat is the beauty of the Bible. t
contains everything, but it can't be pointed out exacty. But the
fundamentalists want b settle everything arbitrarily ,there is nothing
human in it-, & well as the textual critics ,l00k, this is hisorical, and that
isn't-, and the atheist ,there is nothing divine about it-. But it is &lone
and the same. Because it is human it petts you fom arrogane.
Because it is also divine it practs you @ainst Relativism. But & much &
you would like to, you caft pinpoint the dividing &line.

We would like to have made Christ fat by crucifying him; by hasing
him sdely nailed up.We would also like to have our truth well ordered.
Look, this is from God, this is from man ) but please, not both at the
same time! Not a man who is also God; that is farob unpredictable.
Ultimat ely that's a lack of on$dence. Becauséhatis what bhn wants: !l
have written this so that youbelieve ,20:31- Nt so that we can add it al
up and unravel everything. You can ony believen a Bible that is not
conveniently arranged, but in which the divine and the human are
interwoven.

So there appearsa lie a seondary meaning in 8hn's strange ending:
1If you were to write down everything else that &sus did there wuld be
no room left to put all the books." ,21:25edus ha indeed acended back
into Heaven, but he is always busy with us, year in year otite invisible
library keeps on growingThe Word $ts less and lessomveniently into
our trouser poclet. The truth is so ®nfoundedly expanded, it bursts
through its own bonds and does not kdw itself to be tamed And we?We
must just take a gamble, mak the leap in the dark, and hope for the
bestE

Thatmeans that Christ ha ascended into Heaven: that we can never
tame him, but that he always gets awakhe Word is always extnding and
is always grea&r than we can grap.You can never put al that in your
pocket.

The strangest thing about the Bible is that it sothin.
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Chipping Sodbur y becomes the City of London

ICan any good thing ome out of Nazareth?The Messiah sursi
doesrt come from Galilea. ,dhn 1:47; 7:41-
John 7:37"44 %eventua#y | Corinthians 1:26"29&

Nazareth wa a drowsy viage in a Galilean backwaer. Galilea wa the
sort of place that you would never see mentioned in a dajlpaper It was
as anonymous s a lay&by alongside the highwalo one waned to live
there. And the saviour of the world would certainly not come from there.
,John 1:27; 7:41-

But then the saviour of the world did actualy come from there.
,Matthew 4:16-A sleepy vilage beomes the @ntre of the world.
Chipping Sodbury bemmes the City of London.The empty lay&by
bemmes a palae. Fom the very $rst verses you can see thesf@ination
with the absurd in the Gospels.flyou delve inb your family background
today and disover that your grea&grandmother waa prostitute, you're
not likely to say anything about itAnd if you also $nd children out of
wedlock, incest and onspiracy then you keep your mouth $rml shut.
But Matthew records these things without a momens'hesitation.
,Matthew 1:1&17eslis" genealogy igitainly not very ‘att ering. But
unmistakabl, God didn't come to eath to 'att er anyone.

Itis as if Matthew would say: hold on tight folks, this is goingd be a
wild ride, and your soul is goingd go through endless loops! Because
everything is topsydur vy The $rst becomes the Iat and the Ist becomes
the $rst; the softies inherit the world; the hardest workers get the same
salay as layabouts, you dohlook for who your neighbour is, but whose
neighbour you are; the wakling is the hero, the blind see, and those who
can see beame blind. ,Matthew 19:30; 5:5; 20:1&16; €Ul0:36&3hel
3:30; dhn 9:39 respectival-

This is roller&oaster talk that reaches its highest point at Christma.
Christmas is a dizzy fest where al the absolue extremes oalese. The
Almighty becomes the h$nitesimal. God beomes a single&ll in Mary’s
womb and divides and sub&divides until he lmeaes a tiny babyHa $hem
,The Name- suddent discards his name/Nhat must Mary do about al
the gossip aer who the father is? h those days there waonly one
possible explanation: oh, the umpenth rape by a Rman soldier In a
village your reputation can ertainly be mined forever by gossip. Mnica
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Lewinsky will forever get the blame. dsus" life wa a scandalrbm the
very beginning.That is what God did with Christmas: he threw his
reputation away From the very $rst moment he sudden} cursed himself
,Galatians 3:13-

But the rejected woman seemsd be the most blessed amonglal
women! ,Luke 1:42- Mw everything is reversed. God doeshdistance
himself from the very lowest but beomes that himself That is alarming
in that it says so much about who God is and espediaivho we are.
Evidently are we never too base, never! Nothing is too low for God; he
doesrt tur n his nose up at anyone. &lbegins his salvation with what
stands absoluly at the bottom of the social ladder

Everyone, realy everyone is good enough for Godlhat is what
Christmas tells us.And even stronger the debaed one cdb himself an
illustration. Sine when is what is ludicrous our examplé®d. although it
has often been forgoten later, the Church in the $rst eenturies
undersibod this well. Women and slaes in paticular sat in the Church.
The dregs of society onsequently became bwers of strength; the btal
wreck became the show modeT’he nobodies of the vorld became
someone in the Church. ,I Corinthians 1:28-

Virgilio Elizondo came out of the Mexican slums and became a
theologian: !ln the nakedness of the baby in the cradle, with none of the
worldly demrations that point to dignity, honour or arisbcracy the truth
of God about a person is reealed.The personas a persasin the image
of God and radiaes his glorious beautyn Jsus, God became a nothing
in the world, so that the nobody and geryone else should know that no
one, no single human being, is of any less value than anather

Naturally we are éraid of others and the social undercks. Moroccans
are scay, carasan dwellers especidly so.That is how we pigeonhole
everyone and are neer surprised any more. But Christmais the feat of
surprises. t forces a ompletely di%erent attitude upon us, a@rding to
Elizondo: 'The one that ve most despisedday can vey well become our
saviour tomorrow." Dont shut anyone up in the cge of your prejudies,
but expect the best of &eryone. ,Hebrews 13:2-

God reverses gerything with Christmas: from the unknown oould
come the vely best. Fom the outcasts muld come the greaést wisdom
and resoures.
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Ever yone is an Out cast

ILet no foreigner who ha bound himself b the Lord say+The Lord
will surely exclude me fom his people.+And let not the eunuch @mplain:
*| am only a diy tree.+" ,56:3-

Isaiah 56:1"&%ntuatActs 8:26"40&

The Ethiopian eunuch is in his chariot, reading in the scrbbf | saiah
the text from chapter 53. H is so facinated, that once it has been
explained b him, he promptly has himself baptisedThen he mntinues
on his joumey

What was he doing along the way? Did he caron reading? Because
suddeny, in that fragment from Isaiah it is written, !Rejoice, O barren
one!" ,54:1And after that, 'Here is waer for everyone who is thirsty" ,55:1-
Then note this text about a eunuchA stranger can genuinglbelong b
God; the castrated eunuch isnotunfruitful. ,56:3- Bven more b the point:
ITo the eunuch who chooses aoeding to my will, I wil | give something
better than sons and daughkts." ,56:5-

A eunuch living in the here&and&nowho chose nger to have
children, evidently realises that the here&and&now is not enoutjie
eunuch who chose this solitar life for himself, always felt a if heti
missed out. But he now gains aess bt a realy meaningful life.

The Early Church wes full of minorities. The notable leaders were
Bamabas from Cyprus, Simon who wa a Negro, and Lucius ) alsorbm
Africa. Or take Rhoda, a slee who is identi$ed by her name. ,és 13:1;
12:13- Bther strange for that time; | mean, why mention in a description
of a visit to your minister the male of his ®%ee&machine?

Unless you are inspired by Someone for whom nothing ot
insigni$cant; Someone who gre up in Galilea.The region wa just so
Inondescript" because it had been subjedtto countless cultural
in'uenc es. lnnumerable trade roués ran through it. t was the entre of
nowhere, but the crossroadsat everywhere. &sus grev up in a multi&
cultural neighbourhood.And you notice immediately his love for the
other person; his endless curiositpilways drawn b the foreigner & a
Samaritan voman, a Syro&Phoenicianoman, a Pman o#cer.
Collaborating with the enemy! dsusdollaborated" ©ntinuously with the
enemy So onsequently he either became a softauch who went along
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with what everyone else said, or he vgaso strong that he simpi
disregarded any enemy opposition.

But the true Church is always di%erentdm what you think she is,
because the Church is not exclusiweffor the marginalisedThere are also
people from the imperial court ,Philippians 4:22- Or tale Manaen, an old
friend of the well known Herod the Tetrarch. ,Acts 13:1The one whot
beheaded dhn the Baptist and who let 8sus be anci$ed. Manaen had
played marbles with him when they ere kids.

It was revolutionary for Jesus o talk with the poor; but it is an even
more radical revolution that he alsospoke with the rich. Think of
Nicodemus ,dhn 3:1&21esls is just s appealing ¢ the underdog & to
the upper crust of society Otherwise the Church would have been just
another group culture, but then hae beome an anti&culture of pariahs.
The same a you wil now $nd among the heay metal sub&cultures such
as that of Marilyn Manson. But God doest extol the fellowship of
pariahs, and the Church is no sub&culture, butatally new concept: a
universal fe#owshigsalatians 3:26&29; Colossians 3:11-

A fellowship remgnises itself by outward} distinctive features; patly,
in any cae. h the Old Testament dwish men had b be circumcised, and
if as an outsider you wargd to join them, you had b be circumcised a
well. Every fellowship knows vey well what the norm is: we are. And the
abnormal: they are. But now a Leader barisen who wa himself
abnormal, and who didit belong exclusivey to anyone And therefore
everyone belongs ® him; lus" and !thethare ompletely intermingled.And
this Curiosity founds a revolutionary fellowship that is not concerned
with what is outward, but with choices fom the heat.

%0 be continued&
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Ever yone is an Out cast "cont$d#

IMy house must be céd a house of prayer for &people!" ,11:17-
Mark 11:15"19

The text from Isaiah 56 that must hee touched the Ethiopian
eunuch, ,see foregoing sectionesdus quoéd during his famouscleansing
of the temple." Actually this is not only about a cleansing, butesus
actualy closed dowthe temple.And a couple of days lagr, when he died,
the thick curtain hanging in font of the inner Holiest Plae was ripped
from top to bottom. ,35:38Fhat lit eraly means: the ¢mple is now open.
No more secrecy; enough of exclusivignd this is what &sus wa
declaring beforehand: | am closing kthis down; it is closing time for this
temple; another time is oming. My house must be for eeryone."

And that is precisely when we hear for the $rst time that the
Pharisees wilkill him themselves. ,11:18hat"s when it stated, because
thiswas just oo much for them. Not the miracles, not the disturbane he
brought, not his $re&and&brimsie preaching, but thathe made thaith
universalthat is what made ésus lifefareatening. There were other
miracle&orkers, and also reolutionaries, and dhn the Baptist had
preached ountless ¢loom and dooni sermons. But universalitthat had
never been envisged.

You see, a universal religion is a downright scandal. ,leuk24&30-
Once you alow that God also loves prostitutes how can you eer
understand that he lowes the hip and the rich just a much?And even the
arrogant dropoutsThe Pharisees wre wise people, but they wamd God
to represent ony their group. That is mangyeable Then we can husband
our special sacredaws. And for your group, God wil always on$rm
your cultural stupidities, & a ye&man for your traditions. But with a
universal God it must go deeper than that; then you cdmet any pover
at all out of your cusbms, because it hsito do with your heat.

You see that happening regulaglwhen we male our selféan$dence
dependent upon group thinking. 'V are beter than the others.We have
far too much interest in preseving al the groups and boundariesfithey
can be shown o be interesting/ plegant/ important ) how can we not be
like that? One of our deepest soues of pain is not b belong anywhere,
but how often do we not worry that we belong somehere, by doing our
best to see that others dolh belong anywhereThen we just want b be
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important by isolating ourselves; whereayou are ony important because
God loves you.

TedAlexandro, a supetool, stand&up @median in New York, had a
new idea for a Nativity Play. To start with, we wrap the baby dsus in the
American 'a g. |Because he belonge tid"And the three kings hase to go
through a strict Homeland Security ontrol; that appears logical & him.
10K, they're wise. But they ome out of the Middle East. He#oll mean,
this isnt the time to take risks."

I's that why people found it so unthinkable at that time that the
Messiah would come out of Galilea, because &lilea wa multi&cultural?
,John 7:41A saviour carit be multi&cultural; no, he must be !ording"
conforming to the group. But it was smely old shepherds who wre the
$rst to visit Jesus in the !marnity room," and d er them came the
horosmpe prognosticabrs from the Middle East. sus showd everyone
up by refusing b show anyone else up.\&ryone ha equal value in his
presen@. He eats with e/eryone, because &'not what$ onthe table that’s
important, but who is sitting at the table. ,Luke 5:30-

And that is exactly why it can onl be a social reolution when God
becomes a real personnl all the old myths in which a god omes down b
earth, they put on a sot of mask. ,See pge 128-tlis only a 'eeting visit;
Zeus beomes a bulfor a while and rapes a aman.Thank you, madam!
That doesrit change anything in our socialules. But if God literaly takes
on our DNA, becomes a tiny ell, divides, beomes a bahya God who
takes pat in it all, not from a distan@ & a spectatr, not with a mask on,
but actualy in the thick of it ) then the position is brok en down and
doesrt relate any more o the old myths. Bvidently the lowest, the
underclass of society is not on} enough just b act & a mak in a kind of
stage playit is not too insigni$cant to becomgomething.That makes
nonsense of gery class distinction.

But once God beomes man, w haverit got a single reaon o $nd
anyone else inferiar
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Paco, meet me at the M ontana hot el

IHis father saw him oming from a long way 0% and w&lled with
compassion, and rana his son, threv his arms around him and kissed
him." ,15:20-

Luke 15:11"32

A Spanish father wantsd be reonciled to his son who ha run away
to Madrid. Full of remorse, the father plaes an adverin a newspaper:El
liberl. !Paco, meet me at the Montana hotel, Tuesday about middayal is
forgiven, Papa." Now, Pac is a @mmon name in Spain andsathis father
goes b the piazza eight hundred young men namedd®o are standing
there, waiting for their fathers.

I n this story, Ermnest Hemingway maks clear how badl the world
craves for @mpassion. Countless philosophers and psychologistsviea
described how the proesses wrk in which people can leep themselves
emotionally imprisoned, and their anglses ome vely close b the core of
theproblem: that we think we have to ean happiness. Eerything rests
with us. If we do our best; vear our best clothes; say lahe right things;
deliver the expeced achiezements; then of ourse we know we"l be
aceepted, we"l belong and other people willook up to us.

Appreciation is wonderful, but we destroy it so ofen by making it
dependent upon our own performane. Our self&an$dence is then
determined more by what others think. | am what | do.Your own
personal value beames onditional. Madonna said one: !Every time |
have achieved something | feel | am an impotant person. But it isrit long
before the feeling retuns that I"m just average and not interesting at al.
Therefore | have to prove myself dlover again." Generdy, you treat God
in the same way: if youdb" something for him, he !may" @ you. Gn
you understand it, if someone lees you unonditionally, just like that? k
looks s if we massivel mistrust it, and that unaonditional love has falen
right out of our way of thinking.

I's that why we"ve beome so hectic in theWest, because @/'ve lost
God's aceptance?

Generaly speaking, what you bee your self@&m$dence on is not
exactly divine. In any c&e, you are so dependent you Y& to protect it to
the uttermost. If your achievements are absolaly sacrosanct, then you
can hardly bear any criticismThere is a great dangethat if someone
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does criticise you, then you react with wer& exggeratd pique. t is far
too dangerous, because you can no longer giree that you are more than
what you do.And then, as you beome unsure of yourselfyou know no
better than to attempt to do even more. But that is a vicious circle,
because it is neer enough; there wilalways be someone else whosa
more status than you, andsayou catch up with them, they wilbe in just
as much hury to put you down so a to save their own fae.

And so your endlesglbing" devours you.That also shows how you get
caught up with rules, with your clothes, with your wrk, with your
relationships, but equdly with your faith. The advantaye of rles is that
they are clear; you know when you are satisfying the requirements; that
you are OK.You make your self&respect dependent upon how yoeidp
the rules; and you also m&kGod and his loe dependent upon your
performance. The foremost disadvantge is that by making it so
important to stick to the rules, you must besme dishonest, with others
and eertainly with yourself You are so takn up with being perfect in
order to be acepted, that if it doesrit happen ,and you wil reach that
point of breakdown sooner or lagr-, then you can on} save the situation
by pretended outward perfection. ,Matthew 23:3-That is the biggest
pitfall in the world of achievement: that you can bargl alow yourself ©
be honest.

Jesus bld a sory that shows the ony way out of this dispasionae
world; about a God who uns towards us and throws his arms around us.

If you tell this story about the prodigal son® people in the Middle
East, they are amazed, and thatauld have been their $rst reaction b
JesusThe son had lierally wished his father dead bysking for an
advane of his inheritance, but one he retuns home, then the father
doesrit maintain his dignity by standing silenty by he runs out to greet
his sonEWhat a wme down; what femininegtyle sinerity. Apparently
God doesrt have to maintain his status because he lost aignity by
running to us and embracing us: he became a mavshjd 12:47-

That le%eminag" wonder of grae is the onl thing that can break
through the maelstrom of a@ggressive achieement.

%0 be continued&
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Paco meet me at the M ontana hot el "cont$d#

IThey lift their idol t o their shoulders and cary itEBut | ha ve carried
you sine@ your birth, even to your old gge." ,46:73,4-

|saiah 46

The nicest video&clipg know is from Badly Dawn BoyA man in a
yellow shirt runs through the streets of Nw York and picks people up a
if he's a yelow cab, carries then on his back and sigers with them ©
their destination. At the end of the day he is ompletely exhauséd and
can do no more, but then a wman takeshim on her back, and so theyun
0% inb the night. You could cal Activity the greaest god of theWest.
What you actualy base your self&m$dence on always hssomething
supeisacred about it because you are so dependent orAihd we very
often carty on with our Activity as with the idols that Isaiah writes about.
We alsowant something tangible that v can worship now;, and that
becomes our achieements.That much at least is clear just & in the
olden days the idols wre always ressuringly nearby

The advantaye of those gods, in@ntrast with the grae of God, is
that they are visible and tangible. But the disadvarge is that e/entualy
)e are the ones who calr them and get nothing in retun. ,46:7-We
always hae to do it all; it always fals back on our shouldersThen |
would rather base my own self&respect on God himsdlidon't have to
proclaim him holy, because he is hgll have to protect my every little
foible because my little idiosyncraies are vulnerableat criticism, but God
is intangible; ezen stronger than that: he ha been subjecta the utmost
criticism, died because of it, and swived it gloriousl.

Therefore this God is the only God in whom | can trust. All these
achievements shdlfall to the ground one day ,46:1- and ifewworship
them, we"| fall with them. ,46:2- Bvery little lidol" that | know, | have to
carry myself But it is only God who carriesme ,46:3,4- Ier every little
personal foible, | hase to pay but only God givesHe is absolugly
incomparable ,46:®- Grace means thatyoudon't have to carry it all, but
that you are carried.

Philip Yancey: Grace meansttithere is nothingathwe an do for God to
love us mard o amount of spiritual gymnatics and fating, no amount of
knowledge acquiredfom courses and religiouseminariesjno amount of
crusades for religious end#ind gace means veaoot do anything tus(
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God love us any léés amount of racism or ponography or weird
behaviour or suicide. Gace means that God ha loved us for & long & an
eternal God can lose."

That God loves you, unonditionally, is a fantatic but also an absurd
discovery. It goes @ainst al the acquired paterns: that you must do
something in order © be acepted. The prodigal sork older brother
wasnt angry for nothing; he found it dishonest, and didh understand it
at al. ,Luke 15:28,2%his is realy a messge that you hae to hear every
day All the older Christians that | talked with about this told me that if
they were ever realy conscious @ain of what grae is, then they vould be
repeatdly amazedThis is so @ontradictory that you would immediately
toss it away ) but then suddemnyl you catch the sent of Paradise.You carit
get there yet, but you carget a tantalizing whi% of how beautiful the
world becomes & you lean to live by grae.

We have developed ountless strakgies in order o survive in a world
without grace. That is why most people immediagly point to someone
else when mistaks are made, while immediatly attribute any sucess
to ourself Various paterns are put foward in al kinds of research a
tactics for keeping ourselves intactBut those who beome aware of
God's grae, can tun this around and also point® the suc@ss and faults
of others & well as their own.You can give because you yourselfuea
received. Otherwise giving vould feel underseved and threaéning; but
now it is logical. In the same waya relationship is healthy if you doh
have to ean each othefs love; it originates fom it, and therefore gives.
The old philosophy of lyou&cratch&myé&back andl&cratch&yours”
messes up your life. Comsion males you a nier person.

Alain de Botton, a secular philosophessaid that there is just one
concept that can sbp the nauseating mely&go&round: unaditional love.
To base al your self&sn$dence on your idiosyncraies eentualy brings
about self&destrction, but there is only one known possibility by which
you can be satis$ed with yourselfompassion.

God runs out to meet us! enbeforave can show any remorse, he
throws his arms around us ,Luk 15:20-

You should give gerything to make this true.

Someone gee everything to make it true.
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| Mona Lisa

(On the ten most beautiful Bible texts)

OThe Gospels contain a folk-tale that comprises all the essentials of fairy-
stories.O
J.R.R.Blkien
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The best folk-tale ever

Ol have come to save the wor(dobn 12:47)
Matthew 21:33-46

| save unusual newspaper reports. Live 120 cm alligator in péarcel.
single swarm of bees in tenerican State of Oregon covers 890 hectares;
the greatest living ganism on eartilhe railway companies play classical
music on their trains to get rid of tramps and research what kinds of music
they find the most irritatingd woman comes out of a coma after 16 years
and she functions normally agafkmarried couple who both had a secret
blind date, appear to have made the assignationeaith otherE

| enjoy various snippets of news. | thinlsitcause the truth surprises
me every time. | could never have invented that kind of story; you never
dare to concoct such things yourself. If | had invented it, | would
immediately have rejected is as implausible. But reality draws me in ever
closer like a genuine comic: watch this, IOm too quick for you again, catch
me, you still cart@atch me!

The Gospel is a folk-taléll the different races have been busy with the
writing of myths and legends, and today we have books and £XBdif
you analyse these stories you notice that eventually they are all about
salvation.TheTop 3 films orwww.imdb.comareGodfather The Lod of the
RingsandShawshank Redemptighccording to Internet users these are the
greatest films of all time and all three are salvation stories with clear religious
overtones. In each case there is a nasty problem, then a hero comes along
who gives up everything b and weOre saved. Sometimes it comes across as
simplistic and childish, but this is what people tell us time and time again and
what we spend hours empathizing with every evening on television.

Somewhere between all these stories stands the Gobpedll-time great
folk story. God allows his Son to come down out of the safety and happiness
of Heaven so as to become flesh and blood, to feel all that we feel, to become
an outcast wha@ore, and yet in all of that to keep on showering love
around until he dies the most unthinkably ghastly deatt.this fringe event
saves the universAnything more involving, more dramatic, more moving
you could never devis@his is the best folk-tale ever

Here is what the stories were looking for; wivatwere looking forWwhy
are all these myths and fairy-stories so alike? Because the story-tellers were
looking for something, were missing and longing for somethihgy, we,
were searching for a whole, pure woNde were looking for a hero who
would give himself. It must be so, how could it be otherwise b and he must
save the worldWe searched, recounted it thousands of times, but wet didn®
find it.


http://www.imdb.com
http://www.imdb.com
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Until the ultimate fairytale was told: Jesd#at sent a tremor through the
writers. Their mouths fell operThis was it.This is what they had always
been looking farThis was what they could never have invenigds was
stranger and better than everything they had written befackthis was
true.

The gospel began as a small, bizarre report in thgims&omething of
the same order as OLive 120 cm alligator in | pa@eldSheep discover how
to get across a cattle-grid: by rolling overWidually nobody read it, and
whoever did could hardly believe it, a mistake surely B but as you read it
carefullyEThen you realise afresh that truth is always more attractive than
fiction; that if you could invent it, no one could pinch it

Perhaps there has been a writer somewhere who meticulously invented
the Gospel, far away in Mongolia maybe, and that shudder went through him
too: if only this were trueEBut he suddenly frowned. Oh no, it mustnO
becometoo farfetchedThe truth is never that good. | must keep this within
the bounds of reality

You still hope that that writer heard that one particular report. Ridiculous!
childish! he would cryAnd then: if only it were trueE

(To be continued)
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The best folk-tale ever (contOd)

OThis has never arisen out of the human hgag)O
1 Corinthians 2:1-16

Is the Gospel too good to be truBtere are indeed facts that you mustnO
insert into the storyotherwise no one would believe theéfo coincidental,
far too bizarre, too cosy B
Sometimes you see something ingenious, a masterpiece. Fos the itO
music of Nick Cave (IOm playing it now), a book from Shusako Endo, a film
of Lars vonTrier. And yes, my girlfriend (author: Godyou see it, a shock
runs through you, a strange sense of recogni¥ies, you know it had to be
like this, but you could never have invented it, but nonetheless, here it is.
WhenAdam saw Eve for the first time, the same sort of shock must have run
through himWhatis this? It isnta plant, or an animal, #§@othing | can
recognise B yet it looks familjdyut this is unquestionably &fent,
decidedly diferent: but this is exactly what | was longing. fbhis is too
beautiful to be true, butEbutBhis is eal!

Every story witnesses to a deep inner deficieaayniversal longing for
salvation.They searched but failed to find it b the key that fits the lock. Just
as a lock canvent its own keyso the myths have never been the laeyl
there never was a definitive myffhe key came by surprise B it is only
afterwards that it appears to fit perfeciipis Ohas never arisen out of the
human heart.0

In this text Paul tells how absurd the crucifixion of the Saviour really is.

He does it with a quote from Isaiah 64T4here it is said that no one has ever
inferred such a God who shows up like this before the pedjgleshake like
leaves on a tree (Isaiah 64:6), God had concealed himself and we were given
over to ourselves b yet God still overcame his hurt, came out of his hiding-
place and embraced u=hat is the story of Christ exactigod abandons his
concealment and comes out and hugs us.

If it were possible to dream up someone like Christ, then he would have
been invented long ago. But the key is always a surprise for the lock. Eve
was GodEsurprise foAdam. Jesus was the surprise for mankind. Now we
are no longer alon&ou look at it and stammer something gaudtibatis
this?This is what | was always looking fdrhis is what | wanted to say with
all my storiesAnd now finally at last someone iwing the fairy-tale. | canO
make it come true by wanting it, but | have been so constructed that | do want
it. 1t@ just that | didrt@now it.

The singer from Keane told a story@or (Ear?) abouTunbridgeWells,
the village where he was born. During the weekend there were a lot of punch-
ups among the lads. Until, for three weeks running, a figure dressed as
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Batman came along whenever someone started fighting. During that time the
streets were quiethen he suddenly disappear&tie most intriguing thing

that I find about this story is why this pseudo-Batman disappeafiey.
couldn©Ohe keep it up? Did someone recognise hia® he defeated? It was
also too good to be true. Everyone knew that it was a sham; that it vtouldnO
last long.

What is strange is that Christianity also really tells a story about a sort of
BatmanA story about someone who so strongly resembles the-saper
stories that your mouth falls open. Is this a sham orEJesus was the first
superhero on account of whom people were prepared to believe that this
could be true.

J.R.R. Dlkien wroteUnder the spell of the ring beautiful folk-story that
is hailed everywhere as the greatest English language book of all time, and
the film won countless OscafBolkien was a convinced catholic and wrote:
OThe Gospels contain a folk-tale that includes all the essentials of a fairy-
story. But this story has become part of histdiyere is no other story that
people so wanted to be true, and there is not one that has been accepted on its
own merits by so many sceptical peofilkis story is the highest; and it is
true.Art has become truth. Legend and History have met and melted into
each othe®

According to Fjodor Dostojewski, who wrotée Bothers Karamazo®
one of the greatest novels D this is so beautiful that it must be true: OIf anyone
can prove to me that Christ didispeak the truth, then | would still rather
hold on to Christ than the truthY@u would give anything to make it true.
The saving of the worldYou would be in mortal terror at the slightest
suggestion that it might have been invented. But then why wiagn@nted
a lot sooner? Because it was too good to be true. Because indeed, the Gospel
is too good to be true B and yet it still turns out to be true.
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The ugly hero

OHe had no outward comeliness, he was lacking in beahty
appearance was nothing to be desired. He was despised and rejected by
men.@63:2)

(Isaiah 52:13-53:12)

David Lynch®best film isThe Elephant Marit is about a chronically
deformed man who has a really bright mind and a heart of Golday his
way he had to appear in a circus as a freak, where he was maltreated and lost
so much self-confidence that he no longer dared to speddctor took him
right out of that environment and tried to give him back his dighitat was
painfully difficult because the neighbourhood kept on abusing and ridiculing
the deformed marifter he® eventually enjoyed a lovely evening at the
theatre and at last everything is fine, he commits suicide. Because things
could never get any better

The heroes in our films are spared nothing except uglimasy. have to
clobber umpteen malicious Chinese, exterminate mega-ants, or just pick up a
pretty woman or defend a lawsuihey go through every valley b but they
always keep their good looKshat® why | foundThe Elephant Maso
important; finally an ugly duckling who is the heAnd then he went and
killed himselfEBut why? Was it altogether too much for Davigrich? Olt
has to be kept realistic.O

God hasrt@evealed himself in a film. He could have done that, but he
chose a written text. Perhaps because, in this waylonQreally pay too
much outward attention to it. But i$riQhe same with beauty®hy is there
never an ugly hero?

Evidently that is the most unbearable thing to imagine in a hero. Consider
all the appearances of the gods in Jedaghat the Greeks and Romans
were acquainted witfT.hey are represented as statuesque, proud animals, or
as tall, beautiful peopl@hey were impressive. In the same wiayour era
we would never accept that film stars could be disfigurbdy can behave
strangelythey can steal, they can do everything, except be ugly

And then you read Isaiah 53. (Compare Psalm 89:45 @) entire
chapter is generally applied to Jesus direetkgept verse 2, where is says
that Jesus was unsightlhen it is often pointed out that you must not
fantasise over Jesusitward appearanc€hat it® inappropriate. But try it
sometime. Imagine Jesus as an unsightly person. Short, lame, cross-eyed,
really ugly How does that make you feel?

| think it feels like blasphemyBut then | would challenge you to further
self- examination. Because why does this really feel like blasphgnfor
example, the fact that he was born in a manger or even worse, was crucified,
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doesn Yet that was indeed blasphertie also became a curse. (Galatians
3:13; see page 96) Jesus is Oa stumbling bheckgds your back up. (1 Peter
2:7; see page 9&)re we going to find these blasphemies normal,
understandable to our way of thinking? But the other curse, that Jesus was
unsightly this we feel just as well, purely because he actually is our hero and
heroes are not allowed to be ugly?

And yet, at the same time Jesus was stunningly beautiful. OLisveiyd
we find him described in the Bible. (John 1:14; Philippians 3:21; Isaiah
33:17; Revelation 1:17) Certainly after he was resurrected, then he had a
beautiful Oglorified bodyGod is the quintessence of bea§ee page 70)

But you didnGsee this beauty immediatelis perfection was not
overwhelming. Even after he had arisEhpmas could still have his doubts.
(John 20:24-29That was also part of Christumiliation, that even his
beauty was not recognised. ~

Don®be in too much of a hurry to see his bealityou are, then thereO
a big chance that youOll become sentimental, about a crucifix, for example, or
apieta that you will too eaS|Iy see somethlng nice in something so awful.
OSo movingBut a crucifixion is not nice, &&he most gory thing there is.
Our hero is ugly and he came to his end in the ugliest mafeerthat. Feel
indignant about itThen perhaps you can understand a small fraction of it.
Then perhaps you will experience that there is also something of beauty in
the uglinessThat he makes us beautiful by becoming ugly himself.

The hero inThe Elephant Mamwas rescued by the doctor B who was a
good-looking man. | doh@now of any story in which the hero ever saves
mankind through his ugliness. | would like to invent it, because | can taste a
mysterious beauty there. But | woit@ent it. | shall plead plagiarisithank
God.
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Dollies

OKeep me as the apple of your eyg.@)
Psalm 17

A threat hangs in the aiDavid feels agitated, his political opponents are
making his life almost impossible. He knows only one solution: God must
protect him! If only God will hide him, as a bird hides her young under her
wings to protect them from the heat of the sun.

(In Deuteronomy 32:1011 a text that is very similar to this one, it
appears that this bird is the pale vulture. Bible translators tend rather to prefer
Oeagleldt that doesh@ppear to correspond with the Hebréaturally this
is a more politically correct translation, because an eagle is a much more
dignified creature than a pale vulture that is a cowardly scavefege®od is
evidently likened to a mother vulturend that is perfectly possible because
the point of the comparison is not the deathly pale colour but the protection
that even a vulture provides.)

Then we get the breathtaking exclamation. If God will just protect me
asEnhis ocularpupils.(17:8) Because that is what that strange phrase Othe
apple of your eye®eans, the pupil is the most sensitive part of your .Hbdy
you just get a speck of dust in your eye, it closes immedja¢elys begin to
run down your cheek, you turn your head away become unsettledour
eyes are so vulnerable that there is a complete miniature mechanism of tear
ducts, eyelashes, eyebrows, and the eyelids, all designed to maintain them.
An extremely tender mechanism to look after what for you is the most
personal and intimate, and what you take the most care over

That is how God protects uss the eyelids softly caress the eyeball, as
the eyelashes keep the dust particles out, as your cranium and your arms keep
away a lashing branch. Everything is there to keep your eyes intact, yes, and
still more, to carefully and tenderly take care of them. Just as tenderly as a
bird hides her chicks under her wings. Later God says, OWhoever touches my
people touches the apple of my eygdgehariah 2:12)vou cantOnjure God
more than by injuring another perstve are GodQrulnerability What you
do to another person you do to God (Matthew 25:40)

Perhaps we might go even further and suggest that we are §edOHe
sees through our eyes. He sees what we see, lives completely in it himself.
And later that becomes even more intense: in Jesus hebexame®ur eye.

Yet the translation Opup#dG@till a bit threadbare. Literally it reads Othe
little man of the eye That makes you think of something else entirébu
were young and you looked into somesre@, your fath@, your mothe®,
your playmate)and what did you see there: dolli@slo tiny, identical
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dollies, reflected in the little black circlesnd you looked closeand you
saw thatEit wasyou, you were the dolly that lived in the surprised glance of
that eye.

Then your father blinked and the dollies instantly disappearquC)Open
your eyes, daddyYou asked, Othe dollies musthsappear D | donwant to
disappear B look at me, keep looking at iveuGre the dollies in GoslO
eyes. He is very close to you and is looking at you, keeps watching over you
tenderly and with great care, and you can see youyseifcan see yourself
standing thee because God loves y@nd he never blinks.
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On peacocks and theimwkward tails

OLet everything that has breath praise the L¢t&@®6; 100:1)
Psalm 150

An exclamation mark at the end of the Book of Psalms, an exuberant
conclusion. It is the so-called Ochorus daif¢edk about line dancing; you
see it these days especially at CountrWéstern shindigs, and it looks
comical. Line dancing is great fun and so popular because everyone can join
in. Psalm 150 (and 148) is even a couple of steps more inclusive: the entire
fanfare may take part, yes, all mankik¢hat an idea, you doni@ave to be a
wallflower, so join in.And is that animals | can see as w¥lés, every
creatureYou can all get going! Rabbits hopping all over the place, elephants
trumpeting around, roaring lions on the loose!

The entire creation points towards God, or even stronger: honours God.
Let me give you a couple of illustrations, among which would be the
peacockXail and the nightingale.

The Qeacoqs@ail is astounding: this gigantic fan with bright purple-blue-
bronze Oeyedese colours are formed by a watiein layer of oil on the
feathers that very cleverly &fs in thickness; a very precisefdience in
thickness of less than one 10,80 a millimetre. Every hair of each feather
has its own unique row of colours, exact to the millimetre, and all the two
million segments together form that fantastic pattern, just like that.

This beauty is pointless. Evolutionists say then, that the hens look for the
male with the prettiest tail, because this will give them an advantage; better
genes and so oifhat®nonsense. Peahens do indeed fall for a pretty tail, but
in terms of evolution they couldnd®d anything more stupiés a matter of
fact the peacocks with the most magnificent tail tba@ any better genes,
rather it®a definite handicapVhen running away from a predatosi#d
obvious impediment. Furthermore, it is incomprehensible how such a subtle
and coherent ornament as a peacock feather could ever have evolved by
itself: each part is necessary and without every component it would just be an
unattractive useless thing.

The peacock has been designed bpist. And thisArtist has created
the peacock in such a way that it attracts attention, simply becausehthatO
it is with this species, even though it has its drawbacks. Such beauty is
senseless. Or is it? A

What do you think about the flowers? OEven Solomon in all his glory
wasn€xlothed as magnificently as the wild lilie@v@tthew 6:28,29)Why
are they so frivolous and diverse? Just to tempt the bees that spread their
pollen? Bees dohévenseetheir colours, they only see the ultraviolet range
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of the spectrum D precisely the colour that wetcamedFlowers squander
astronomic numbers of genes and profligate amounts ajyenarbeing
pretty, and they make a very good job of it. But not only for themselves.

Or think about the 5,000 di#frent kinds of songbirds, such as the
nightingale They improvise on melodic themes and can sing perfect
intervals.They have such perfect hearing that sometimes they can sing
beautiful duets. Is that only meant for establishing their territory and
recognising each othef®& well? It is only pointless that it should be so
musical.Why does the nightingale have to sing 300 original melodies?

This is purelyfor the fun of it The nightingale gets a kick out of it. God
made all the birds and had a great time doing it. Every evening he just wanted
to sit back and enjoy the concert, with millions of birds singing; pointless
timing of course, except that this happens to be the best time of the day for
hearing all the dferent soundsAnd because the earth spins on its axis, the
singing goes on endlessly

OStop and consider Geaddnders.Qob 37:14) Go outside and amaze
yourself. If not, just look at your own fingers, armpits, genitalsptiteal
spacesor hollows behind your knees B everything is so incongruous yet
fantastically made. Everything about your body praises God. (1 Corinthians
6:20)You are a masterpiece and God intensely enjoys what you are.
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Am | poetry or a tank of DNA?

OY}u make the clouds your chariot and ride on the wings of the
wind.(104:3)
Psalm 104 (eventually Psalm 8)

OYu are nothing other than a set of neurdest are nothing more than
the product of a Ige collection of nerve cells and their corresponding
molecules.So says Francis Crick, co-discoverer of the Ddtidicture, which
makes a disastrous blunder out of the materialistic worldview: it turns people
into things and poetry becomes statistics.

If something is personal, it pays to be careful with ithing can
normally be usedlhink of the old lady who treasures a photo right up to her
death, but her next of kin throw it thoughtlessly away or at best use it as a
cute decorationVhat glowed with memories and represented so much to the
old lady was after all just a bit of coloured paper B for the relatives it was just
something handy they could use.

That® exactly what happens if you are no longer religious and become
materialistic: the world loses its lustre and becomes a mere tool shed. If you
believe in Creation, the world has something personal and you cherish that,
but once you become an Evolutionist you only live in a barren world of
things, things, and more things without meaning and diredioth you can
do what you like with thingsfou can plunder themazon.You can alter
your face with plastic sgery You can buy a general re-evaluation of your
Q. And why not? ~ ~

And converselywhy don©you remove everything that@selessWhy
would you let a deformed creature likBe Eelephant Mafive? Religion has
the answer: this deformed creature is a person, he sparkles, he ishistry
a creation of GodBut how shocking to think that the logical materialist
doesnfunderstand anything about this; he only understands whether or not
something is functiona”nd if he finds that you do have to let such a person
live, then he must admit that there is more to life than things-things-things.
That evidently the mystery exists that imparts something Ostctiedh@s,
something irreplaceably valuabknd sure enough every materialist has
religious feelings whenever he or she has a childE

Life becomes ugly in the evolutionary modébu have to fully explain
all the personal human qualities, such as love, on the basis of their survival
value after all. Our genes have discovered love because it gave us a greater
chance of survival, using love as a neat trick for scoring poifttfedrs.
That appears to be worthwhile, but ultimately it is sheer egotistical invention
in order to survive in the war of the genes. Love as a weapon: hypocritical
and cynical in the extreme.
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Worse still, on closer inspectiave have become a kind of tank,
controlled by our selfish genes, in a world that has become a dark
battleground. Just as the old Greek philosopher Heraclitus wrode:i e
father of all and the king of alll®this casual world there is no longer a
single reason not to think only about yours€éiur environment has become
trivial and doesrnt®ave a voice any more, thus you can treat it how you like.
And not a single reason to stop doing it so long as it dodsnidish any
advantage to your genes.

That is precisely why | would rather be a child of God than a bunker for
DNA. If the world has been created, then my environment is not a
battleground but my homAnd anything that stems from love wohe
pushed around, so you have to treat it with tenderness. If\danto
become cynical | have to believe in a God who cherishes the Eaeti.l
know that my environment is not just a handy source of Dmaferials, and
that life at its deepest level is not a battle.

There is such a thing as survival, but that is not the essence dhitfie
is such a thing as natural selection and Osurvival of the flttgsth@t has a
higher goalThe Evolutionist chooses to go and sit on the staird.that®
all there is to it. Faith chooses to walk up the stairs and have a look round.
Evolution looks at a world without poetry

(To be continued)
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Am | poetry or a tank of DNA? (contOd)

OWho shut up the sea behind doors when it burst from the womb of the
earth? | fixed the limits for it(38:8,10)
Job 38

Life, for the religious person, is poetityis inescapable; things keep on
singing, as it were, until you eventuatigtch the tungPsalm 19:5) If you
believe in a theory of evolution, then you moetkepoetry out of itjt@ your
job to bring the atoms to life.

Without creation, it is not God buahaosthat is the final Osecrbghind
everything.The world is an eternal, mindless battleground with everyone
versus the rest. Humanity has escaped by sheer coincidence but is always on
the run. Because, if our genes discover new weapons by chance (for example,
smarter brains) mankind will also perish and be replatea have to make
your own way in this hungry world. Chaos reigns and that means Othe
strongest wins Beyond that thers@othing.

This is Fatalism. OEverything remains as it always was, and yoda@an0
anything about it.Revertheless, everything should Oactub#y€xpedient
and we stand powerless before our own DRAenuine Evolutionist is a
cynic. Thus you meet people who really do try to make a silk purse out of a
sow® ear OMen are now simply hunters, they are now naturally polygamous,
marriage is a lieE®low do you makéhat out? Polygamy is not the rule, but
the exceptionThe majority of people stay married to the same partner for
life, and if they have an extra-maritafaif then that creates a harsh
disruption. People are not shocked if they stay true to each bthemly if
they cheat on each othéfwenty-somethings who daridow who they are,
and fifty-somethings in a mid-life crisis, they play the fidddt seldom
someone who is well balanced. Sleeping around is unnatural and men are
profoundly monogamous.

The same applies, that we are Oactustigttical: it is precisely the
most balanced and happy people who not only think of themselves but also
about othersThe Evolutionist thus reverses everything and makes the
exception the rule, he goes from the defect to the essentia¥ooreanCsee
it, he says, but Oactuaky@rything is struggle and self-interege so-
called Oprofound natuie@ore truly hidden in daily life than God is. Many
people dortdelieve in God because he is so far avsay | believe that the
alternative to the world-as-struggle is a step intexaan more bizarre reality
Imagine nowthat it® not chaos and a cosmic battle that lurks behind
everything, but a caring Godlihat is the universal atom become loVhen
that turns everything aroun@ihat means there is Someone stronger than the
chaosThat is the heart of the address to Job. God plays with the primeval
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forces (Psalm 89:10; 104:3, 6-8, 26; 107:25\%@)are not powerless,
something has intervened!

Then refuse to become cynical and lay aside all the chaos that you see,
but stick foolishly to your opinion, that however incredible, there must be
something Obehinelrything elseYou are not capitulating in the face of the
visible, but ultimately existence must be a blessing, personally-tadde
for us. Not a battlefield but a honiEhe Creation igood The real
Evolutionist who is cynical, postulates that good and evil are an essential part
of it. Christianity radically distinguishes between the Fall and Creation and
believes that the evil isot essential to life; evil has no right to exist. It can
thus be freed from it, the defective can be realistically setTreeLove that
summoned it into being, can also rectify the defect b youtwea@haos
doing it, just like thatThe chaos would have not the slightest interest.

That means confidence. Life sometimes really does seem to be a battle in
which only might is right B but there is also another contender in the field,
love,and that will ultimately win. Dort@ive in to fate B thee€bmething
more. OCongratulations to #udties for they shall inherit the eartfR3alm
37:11; 85:12;Matthew 5:5) King Chaos and Queen Evolutioaw! before
God; good shall triumph. Donjast drift along with Ohow things aree@ause
eventually only the loudmouths and arrogant bigheads win and the weaklings
always loseThat becomes a cynical world of injustice. But now you can dare
to swim against the tid&ou persevere even if Fortune resists.

The world compares a person most favourably with a lion. It has to,
because without God youOre a lonely figi@aristianity approaches
mankind as éambEWe donthave to be a liorwe donfeven have to go it
alone, because we have a Shepherd who helps.
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The question of the Q and the X

(A).J~oshua was dressed in filthy clothingEi®\Wis | clothe you in a festive
robe.(n a single day | will cleanse this land from all its gu{i3.3-5, 9)
Zechariah 3:1-10 (eventually 6:9-15)

More often than ever these days | am thinking: the future dostan®
any longer outside the dqat has stepped inside. For example, | see my
girlfriend@Apple computerEarlier | actually visualized exactly how it
would be in the future. Plastic, in creative, rounded shapes, a lot of white and
transpareniThe same as the latest model cars in recent years, the Smart, for
example b they look exactly the same as in the old science-fiction\iiens.
those films so prophetic then? Or do our machines look likdéunauseve
thought earlier that this is how they should look? Like a self-fulfilling
prophecythat we thus actually mimic? B
This is what my girlfriend and | call Othe question of the Q and the X.O
Companies invent the most crazy brand-names to try and fit either a Q or an
X into them B consumers then think that such a product must be modern and
remember it more readiljBut, donfwe do that precisely because earlier the
Q and the X were consistently useduituristic names? Companies so badly
want to be thought of as hip, that the future has become the present.

The OldTestament is a kind of science fiction. Only this has come true in
a terrifyingly accurate wayHundreds of prophecies fit Jesus exa@gesnO
that make them genuine forecasts about self-fulfilling prophecy? Hahen0
first Christians done their absolute best to invent all kinds of events, so that
everything suddenly applies to Jesus?

Partly that is conceivable. Zechariah is a very accurate prophet: that sure
enough, the King makes his entry into Jerusalem on a donkey (9:9), that he
was sold for 30 pieces of silverl(13), and that he would be pierced (12:10)

D itis all done to make it fit the facts latéou must be a pathological liar
and be thrown to the lions for your senseless lies (becausewhetiO
happened to the first Christians), but it is natural to cook things up.

Except for one thingThat is his name. Zechariah accurately prophesied
the name of the coming Saviour: JoshLizat is Jesus; not the Greek
translation that we knavbut as the Jews pronounced ite€hiiadhis name
is not Othe question of the Q and the XO, or what mediums on popular
television channels ddhey simply guess with letters: is therefaim the
name, an L, no? a K thenEAnd suddenly they come up with it, oh yes,
Kathleen! Some people are unbelievably good at guessing, because they can
read almost imperceptible tics in somesrfa@e whether they are just
guessing or nofhis also happens unconsciousherhaps the Dutch medium
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Char has such a Othought-readiaigbt. Or maybe she is prompted by the
station®editorial team. Or by a shrewd demon, naturally

But this prophecy of Zechariah is out of an altogethdewdint stable.

Jesus was a common name, and no one could fill that inZatnariah
didn®juggle with some letters and then play about with them, but he came up
with the correct name immediate®nd with all the other accurate

prophecies that he made B what are the chances? Imagine, you find a diary
with exactly the life of your best friend or girlfriend in\ouldn©you

conclude that it is a coincidence D or that this friend or girlfriend has written

it herself?

God wrote a diary himself, and we found it. But surely ages too soon.
Mediums use tricks to guess the name of someone who is sitting in front of
them.After that you are prepared to take their other pronouncements a bit
more seriouslyZechariah foretold in one hit the name of someone many
centuries lateil take his other prophesies about the New Earth in all
seriousness as well. (For example, Zechariah 8)
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On the edge

OPraise the Lord, all you nations, extol him all you peoples, for great is his
love towards us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures fotdabtelujah!O
Psalm 17

The shortest chapter in the Bible is immediately the most beautiful. So
few words are necessary for such an overwhelming reality: God loves
everyone, always! (See Psalm 89:3; 10018:1-4; 136)

The film BabetteOFeastis about similar undeserved favoBabette
arrives in a drab Danish village. She is destitute afedoherself as a cook.
After a lot of kafufle the villagers agree to take her on, so long as she
prepares what they are always used to eating: boring and plain old@rmer
grub.That®how it carries on for years, until Babette receives word that she
has won a lottery in Francat last she can get awa$he pleads with her
mistress to let her cook, just the once, using French culia¢ seems OK.

In the weeks that followthe villagers boggle their eyes out. Enormous
amounts of exotic and delicious food are delivered to the villegen it is

time for the big dinneit is so exceptionally tasty that the &tihd starchy
villagers slowly loosen up. Life comes into the village, like fog melting away
The dinner is calle€oup de Gracend sure enough it is grace. Because,
what did they discover when the moment of her departure arrivesl?

villagers want to wave Babette goodbye, and they have to acknowledge that
she was a top chef in France, but that she had spent her entire lottery prize on
her farewell dinneNow she hast@ot any money left and still cargét 5
away Grace is a gift that costs the giver everything but the receiver oesnO
have to pay a pennyesusf@st evening meal was als@aup de grace.

Odste and see that the Lord is go¢B<alm 34:9) He gave something that
cost his disciples nothing, but cost him everything: Othis is my
bodyQMatthew 26;26) His gallows meal is our grace meal.

And it shook themThey sat solidly in a world of you-want-you-pay
which you get back only what you give B but now there @rther blush
to their cheeksand they could do nothing else but devote their lives to
passing on what they had tasted in tt@atp de grace.

God took a risk in order to serve up his grace, the life, the friendship, the
seasons, the fgiveness. In the filnbDogville, a penniless stranger is also
stranded in a remote villagknd she also &érs her services, but now an
entirely diferent pattern emges.The villagers demand a lot more of her;
she has to clear up all the dirty jobs, work herself to death and is eventually
systematically raped by the men. She becomes their property

The name of this woman was Grace and this film is also about grace, but
the misuse of it. Just like Grace, God keeps ogifarg and ofering us the
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gift of life, but we fulfil our obligation by nailing him to the cro¥se accept
his help, but we declare his gifts to be our property and leave him out of the
equationWe think the earth is ours and that we can do what we like with it.
We think we will be fogiven anyway and can still commit sin now and then.
We receive @oup de gracebut we wantonly gobble it up.

Grace is a surpriself grace doesn&till catch you unawares it becomes
an automatic instinct: OOh, God, pleasetdno®loving me!@3 as if you
sleep around and your partner just turns a blind eye as a matter of course.
What kind of love is that from this partner? Unconditional love is always a
surprise otherwise you will misuse it. For the slave whose multimillion-
pound debt was waived and after that goes and puts the boot into someone
who only owes him a Mars bar B grace had become logical, he thought he
had a right to it. (Matthew 18:21-35)

Wouldn®it be safer to hold that slave more at arte@gthWouldn®it
also have been safer if God had tied us to his apron strings? God takes an
idiotic risk by not laying down a heavy set of rules and not obligating us to
do everythingAs well as being the most beautiful text, Psalii & also the
most dangerous. God gives us freedom and by so doing he is playing
continuouslyon the edge(lsaiah 26:10Yhere is always the chance that we
will vandalize the Creation. Now that he has let us loose, God dares more
than many a Christian, because he knows that love can never come from
laying down the lawLove, which is really the coolest thing that exists on
earth, is mutilated by becoming something contractual and the world is back
again to a dog-eat-dog situation.

Grace is dangerous. Jesus died becausefofdtyou can go and cram
thecoup de gracelown your throat if you like. But it goes without saying
youOll still be hungry
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On the tip of your tongue

Odste and enjoy the goodness of the LdB#M)
Psalm 34

God is beautiful. God is incredibly beautifihat is what that uncommon
word Omagnificenca@®ansAnd you can enjoy that kind of beauty with all
your senses. (34.9; 27:4) By dinify around you; by listening, by feeling, by
looking. For we are the Oimage of G¢@énesis 1:27And everything God
has made is Oexquisite,O(EcclesiastBstBelword that is also used for Miss
Persia, EstheAmong all the stars, the earth itself is a top model, the true
Miss Universe.

The first people of whom it was said that they were Ofilled with the SpiritO
were two artists. (Exodus 31:Bhe Spirit came first to bringeauty the
Gospel didrnt@ome till much lateratWhitsun. Is beauty more important
then? It doesm@nake a lot of ditrence; the Gospel is to be enjoyed. Martin
Luther said once: OWhoever doeenfdy wine, women and song remains a
fool for his entire life.O

God® beauty is the whole point of Oconsecrat@on@ecration is simply
made more beautiful. By God@ihe ancient Greeks understood that rules and
regulations dori@elp to increase beau@nly enjoymentThat® what the
Greek story has to say about Odysseus who sailed by the Sirens. He stuck
plugs in the ears of his cre®therwise they would have succumbed to the
temptation in the irresistible song of the ravishingly beautiful Sirens, and they
would have eaten them aliveEHe let himself be lashed to the mast, so that he
could Osafely@mire their song.

However when Jason sailed by the Sirens, he took Orpheus along with
him, an unbelievably talented musician. He played such lovely songs that
Jason and his crew paid no attention to the increasingly desperate SirensE
After that they were never inquisitive again.

Many Christians do the same as Odyssiy rightly assess the
immense power of evil, but dai@ow any better than to protect themselves
with restrictions; inwardly they often sayes, but outwardly their bonds
make sure that they cary@Id to the temptationsEThere is another way to
grow, which is freedomYou can be shamelessly happshoever is struck by
God® greatness, doestiéten to the song of the Sirer¥ou have heard a
more beautiful songAnd you become more beautiful yourself.

C.S.Lewis didriunderstand for a long time what Opraising Goa@lly
is. Until he realized that it was all about enjoying Gdu€uty: Ol think we
more readily praise what we find delight in, because our praising doeinO
find expression, it also completes it. It is not just as a complement that lovers
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keep telling each other how beautiful they find each other; the enjoyment is
simply not complete until it finds expression.

Olt is frustrating to have discovered a new author and not have the
opportunity to tell anyone how good he is. Or when you ride out from under
the trees and all of a sudden you come across an unrivalledwiide your
passengers have just as much interest in a discarded tin can in the ditch. Or if
you hear a perfect joke and there® one to whom you can repeat itE
Maximum enjoyment is glorification. In order to pick us up so that we can
glorify God, God invites us to enjoy hirrl.()

God is like a fantastic joke that youOve heard. God is like a super recipe
that youOve tasted. (34Y&)u just have to pass that on. Once youOve tasted
God® beautyhe is on the tip of your tongue.
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No glossy leaflet, but a stencil

OGod helps the weak and the poor to stand upright, he raises them out of
the dust, and out of the ash heap. He seats them with princes, and keeps a
place of honour free for them(®.8)

1 Samuel 2:1-10 (compatuke 1:46-55)

God has a strange preference for the second-rate. Hanna is barren, a
scandal in those days. But she gets blessed up to the eyeballs and sings a song
that we still know(2:1-10)A top hit that Mary quotes centuries latelary;
also one of these second-raters who has a very special place #headO

God himself chose a second-rate bolikbe sure there are breathtaking
passages, such as in Isaiah, about whiclon Grunbeg said: Olt could
hardly be more beautifulBDt, by contrast it includes, quite simppme
flat, scant booksThink of Numbers, Chronicles, Ezekiel and some of the
letters of PaulAnd then there are countless clumsy sections and blemishes.
In spite of what the translations make of it, originally the Bible knew little of
elegant beauty or high-class linguistics.

Dongf)come to Israel to get turned drhe fact that Solomon had sections
of God®temple built by a foreign craftsman can only be because the local
artisans simply didh®ave enough skills. (1 Kings 7:13,3440)d unbelievers
provided the music. (Genesis 4:21) Hebrew is a gloomy language certainly
compared to thArabic of the Koran, for exampl@lso biblical Greek
sounds flat and only very slightly exalted; the NBegtament is written in a
kind of Norfolk dialect.

The Bible has always had its simplicity called into question, certainly by
the better educatedhe religions look for exalted language, which then
denotes Godl'he more solemn it is the truer it is. Something like the way
some Christian leaders still like to think, and where television also goes along
with it: the more spectacular it is the more important it must be.

This is how new Muslims often testify to being converted through the
beauty of the Koran. Christians will tell you that they were converted through
JesusAnd Jesus washlerary or aristocratic. Jesus was Ounsiglitbaiah
53:2) You donfneed such a highly dignified truth when you realise that God
became a tiny cell in Marg@omb, then divided and became four cells,
eight, sixteen, and so ohhe foetusestled in the wall of her uterus,
developed blood vessels, nerves, feet, toes; it floated around wonderfully in
her amniotic fluid.The truth became a human being and has walked among
us.The truth became humble and smahe truth is for halfwits. Halfwits
understand it. Geniuses superciliously shove it aiagt is the Gospel.
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Whoever realises that God became man can possibly handle the
boorishness of the Bibl&@he impressive doesrngdint to God. OThe kingdom
is for little kiddiesGMatthew 19:14) OGod helps the weak and the heor
reserves a place of honour for the(@:6) That applies also to his language.
God could have made a perfect book, but he tithtfine lines, no themes,
no logic, but just an untidy collection.

This is what gives to the Bible something carelessly nasve, something
very innocent and trouble-fres if youOve got a date and know that you
click perfectly togetherut without realising it, you(~)re~wearing your oldest
sweatyT-shirt. That® what the Bible does, becauss itQt all about clothing.
Startling beauty would be a deceptive indicator about Godefraved
generation longs for a sigr{Matthew 12:39With such a symbol we would
think weOve got a God of score-score-score. God will indeed win, but in his
own way God doesri®@ome with stunning beautieither was Jesus
overwhelmingYou didn€see it in him, but the longer you walked along with
him, the more you noticed it. It didn@diate from him. Neither does it from
the Bible.

For God chooses the second-class. God chooses the stencil over the
glossy advertising leafled leaflet like that would certainly have worked
better But that®not how God is. Christians would often love to have a super
Bible, a book of unrivalled beauty and faultless. But whoever wants a super
Bible now is no diferent from those who wanted a sugesus therA Jesus
who is not ambiguou$tom whom it radiates ouf Jesus who is a hero and
about whom you know everythirtgere is to knowvou want to have that
perfection on earth. But the Perfect One has ascended into Heaven, and ever
since then we must put up with the boorish Bible.
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And Jesus kept silent in his love

OGod will be in the midst of you and in his love he will keep sil@it0
Zephaniah 3:14-20

It is possible that the silence of Jesus is more astonishing than his speech.
For thirty years he kept silent and then he went into action. He told countless
picturesque stories, but refused to explain them; it is coincidental if he
happens to make himself cle@ivlatthew 13:10-17; John 16:29) If he healed
people, he swore them to silence about it. (Mark 5:43; 7:36; ®/89)did
he do that? Even at the crucial moment when he could have said all that had
to be said, he kept quiet. Pilate put the decisive question to him and he said
nothing. (John 19:8) OHe was oppressed diief, yet he did not open his
mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughdad as a sheep before her
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mo(iai@h 53:7) In the shortest
verse in the Bible it tells us just how small Jesus was: he wept. (18%5) 1
What else can you expect from a God who came to earthas/aPlenty of
surprises. But nothing spectaculBnat® not his way

How many miracles Jesus ditid® is more astounding that how many he
did do. But he did heal various people, and look closely at how it was done.
In the Gentile and Jewish miracle-stories of that time they were always
spectaculaiThe magician went through a standard ritual and compelled his
divinity to heal by means of complex formulas. But with Christ there was no
hocus-pocus, no magic phrases, no drarhare was something self-
explanatory in the way he healed, something ordjremyost homelyLike a
chat between father and son.

There are all kinds of rabbinical stories about people in a boat during a
storm.They are at panic stations until the rabbi prays and immediately
achieves a resultThis rabbi is the wide-awake hero who stands upright in
the storm and the thunder is overwhelmed by his pBiy Jesus waasleep
during the storm. (Mark 4:38) Howev@nce he was awake, it was all fixed,
without any blufing, almost by accident.

In the silence of Christ | recognise the calmness of God. God goes
quietly on his way through the world. No song and dance, God works.subtly
No one takes any notice of the whiteness of the page, but it bears all the
meaning. It began first of all in Paradise; God dida anything when
Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit. S¢ ren Kierkgaard saysADmigéty,
who can lay his hand so heavily on the world, can also make his touch so
light that the creature receives independents God®©love that he keeps
quiet. He is silent because he gives is freedom.

That means that when God interferes it is more astonishing than when he
holds back. It is the wonder of his restraint. His caution. He iisti@ raging
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storm, nor in the earthquake, nor in the devouring fire, but indbebreeze.

(1 Kings 19:9-12) He knows that one space in his mind would consume us.
We glory in God©power in the church, but let us also sing the praises of his
subtlety We have a God who fights yet allows himself be overpowered.
(Genesis 32:27A God who doesh@vade Jerusalem and call everything to
order but as d&engathers her chicks. (Matthew 23:3¥¢ have a God who
weeps intensely when a friend dies. (Johr8%; Hebrews 5:7A God who

has so much love that he gave his life for his friends. (John 15:13) God
doesn@ilecide to improve the world by bombast, but by coming to grief
himself.

God is no screaming advertising hoarding; God is podywas only
small when he came into the world. Far too small to fit into our head. But we
feel the beautyWe feel weOve found somethifibat for the first time weOve
found something that really can make the world beauti¥elfeel that this
stillness has earned the right to exist, that this silence has earned the right to
be sung aboutWillem Barnard wrote hundreds of songs, but | think he could
only sing because he was still enough to sigghe writes under the name
Van deer Graft:

I talk to you, | name you,

Though | dontxnow you from nearhy
Only by having heard it said,

Only by having heard the silence.
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The greatest scandal in
history

(On the ten most irritating Bible verses)

OIf Christ should make an appearance timworthodox would be the first
to devote themselves to having him arrested and condemned.O
S¢en Kierkegaadl
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God® shock therapy

OAn eternal punishment awaits the@6(6)
Matthew 25:31-46

OIf it were in my powgthere is no doctrine that | would rather remove
from the Christian faith than this. People tell us that it is an odious doctrine
to tell you the truth, I also loathe it from the bottom of my he@hia®is what
C.S.Lewis writes, and it is not flifult to repeat it after himWhat is this B
doctrine from Hell all aboutYou have friends, colleagues, family who donO
believe, wha&lyoing to happen to themPe they going to be tortured
forever simply because they didrif@lieve? Is that not terribly dishonest?

No one would believe in Hell these days if Jesus himself héalrght
about it. 75 times he mentionsWould Jesus really leave us with a
redundant doctrine that only inspires fedit?e Pharisees at that time could
not have understood his pronouncements about Hell as anything other than
eternal torture, and likewise has the Church always understdtlyithas
Jesus never negated this Omisunderstandlifiy?@ould he permit such an
obviously Omisleading@xctrine to be extracted from his utterances? He has
personally chosen in favour of letting loose his most threatening words in all
eternity He left us behind with the most explosive matefiakre is a great
deal that God has not revealed, but evidently he has decided that we have to
know about this Hell.

What would youmissif there were no HellThat is a strange question
certainly because the Oltestament is only aware that there is life after this
life (See page1.) If they could do without Heaven, and thus Hell in those
days, why cani@he NewTestament get along without it as well?

| think we would all rather ask: what do you win if thera®Hell? But
God found that we would be missing something without the doctrine of Hell.
And as you look at the history of the Church, then you see that Hell has been
taught during all those centuries, but there were very few people who didnO
agree with itThe big doubt about it has arisen only in recent centuries, and
only in theWest.An African can hardly believe that we make so much fuss
about Hell And older theologians and writers on the Bible really iond
understand it. It is even stronger than that today: congregations who do teach
it are clearly more successful and more vital than those churches that don®
teach it. Unmistakablyou do indeed miss something without HellE

OK, whatdo you missA good red-hot poker to frighten people and
wallop the Church with? Is it generally misused so that we are going to
believe out of fear of Hell? Indeed, this does happen sometimes, but today it
is seldom so misused. It is rather something that is Ofast aslesigdus
teaching and is tucked away in the background, and there, even theugh itO
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asleep, it i;iecessary In one way or another a congregation becomes more
vital if the people know about Hell, even if they domi@n think about it.
What® this then®hat does this doctrine of Helb so that your faith
becomes more vigorous?

A world under provocation appeals to Heaven, and so does the world
appeal to Hell: how would you dare to dismiss certain people? Can you say
with your hand on your heart that you have never wished Hitler to Medl?
if you do that, have you got in mind what he has dohk® Christian faith is
all about salvation. Jesus has come to save b from what, actMasiyils
suffering necessary to release us from a negative self-image, or from eternal
damnation? OWhen people talk about Hell as insignificant, is that because
they think their sins are only small, and so they believe in an inconsequential
Saviour?@harles Spreon) If faith loses its sting, it also loses its lustre,
and it talks exclusively about ordinary everyday questiorsu €€ then that
salvation becomes just a matter of personal development in this life, about
psychological problems, and positive self-image, and so f¢dgri@Walls)

You do violence to your own awareness of injustice if you only desire
Heaven for everyondhen you grade the d#rence between good and evil
and dull your sense of justioknd you take the pith out of Galldve. If God
is not allowed to get furious anymore, what kind of sentimental love is that?
What a tacky God he would be. Love with no boundaries is no love at all,
merely disinterest. For if he doestdRe injustice seriouslyvhat then? God
takes our actions serioushnd our worst deeds, and only so can he uake
seriously If evil is simply glossed ovethen we are just glossed ovéod
isn®safe, he is good.

(To be continued)
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God® shock therapy (contOd)

OWe can thus approach without hesitationE During his life on earth,
Christ pleaded with tears and a loud voi¢4.05; 5:7)
(Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-10)

What would it be for independence and freedom if you could do just as
you like, and then duck out through death without ever facing up to the
consequences? Hell is the proving of the theorem, about how seriously we
take our responsibilities. Do our deeds simply disappear into eternal silence,
or do they follow on somewhere where they produce a reackiver? is
only one thing worse than always punishing a child: never punishing it.

There are many tragedies that have happened because of the belief in
Hell. But how many have happened thromgiibelieving in Hell? Farif you
don®live forever why bother about your bad charagcteur jealousythe
endless rows D it dies out with yous @atly put out of the waiut if you
do live foreveryou have saddled yourself with only your memories for
company with no possible means of escape. Can you simply wish anyone a
radiant future, just like that, without doing something about the necessity for
change? Soothing promises datin@h sinners into saintdll some sinners
wish you is a swift kick in the shins. For without a belief in a Hell after this
life, this life becomes a Hell. In one way or another it seems Hell is the only
possibility that guarantees thegency of our choices, and without it we
collapse.

With no Hell, all the ugency in your faith slowly haemorrhages away and
blanches your world-viewEveryone doeshg@et into Heaven, OK D but then
Hell is the only other extreme. If the doctrine really does Oedifyken it is
a disproportionately brutal tutor; you could safely sapack therapy Is
that really necessary? Is the means not worse than the end?

But, as we said, no one would still believe in Hell if Jesus had not taught
about it himselfAnd he would certainly not saddle us with a senseless dread.
The doctrine is not there to make people afraid; Jesus never threatens
Onormalaelievers. Read carefully and you see that the warnings about Hell
are clearly addressed: to whoever brutally and fanatically rejects Clnast.
means you cahfdst take Hell and preach it everywheé.youOll do is
forward the threat to an anonymous recipigvith shock therapy | mean that
Hell screws up your world-view B so that eventually it can be deeply healed.

There are nevertheless various ways by which to avoid the shock and to
dampen Hell down a bit. Rationalise it, for example, naturBlly that is
precisely what the Bible does not do. Nowhere does it make Hell a relative
issue.The Bible says that Hell is absolutely the worst thing that can befall
you. Then you can rationalize and discuss comparisons as much as you like
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our preconceptionsxploden the face of Hell. What is still our

responsibility if it® eternal consequences weOre talking about? Our
conceptual accountability is not even a fraction of what weQOre dealing with
here.

There is something hysterical in the anxiety that Hell prodiascand
locate Hell anywhere. C.S.Lewis: Ol will not attempt to prove that it is a
bearable doctrine. Let@ot kid ourselves, it is not bearableléll disturbs
like nothing else can B and that must be the meaning of it. God wants it to
disturb.The comprehensive is incomprehensible.

For if something so disturbs, and if the questions about yourself and your
loved ones just keep coming and are never hushed, what else can you do but
either fall back on a lame faith, orEtrust in GoRtust that itdnotour
capacity to judge that has the last word, and thankfudiy/the divisions we
make, but that God is the wisest and the most lo¥ing.that he, whom we
also doubt, knows exactly what®@e best for his creaturdhat he will never
do anything that is not loving, and whatever does eventually happen, his love
will be all in all.

God is worthy of that confidence. Jesus descended into Hell. He has gone
downdeepin order to win our trust. Deeper you cannot Goat was ultimate
love. Therefore trust is never an easy ansWee Man who saw Hell doesn®
come back with easy answers. He comes with shock theMapgo that you
are frightened into believing, then he would have told us even worse details.
But that into your world-view comes such agemcy such an unbearable but
realistic tension, that youOve got no other option than to trust yourself to him,
that he knows better and that it will turn out for the best, even though you
haventyot a clue how that will work.

Hell is unbearable, but in the first instance it knocks your world-view
completely of line, it is a doctrine that spawns countless misunderstandings
and appears to invite misuse. But ultimately Jesosds bring you to a point
of no return.
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Walking time-bomb

Olf you are insulted because of Christ, consider yourself blggsgd)O
1 Peter 4:12-19 (eventually John 21:15-23 and 2 Peter 1:12-15)

The endurance of the early Christians can really get our backghat.
sort of nonsense is that, to shout hooray because you fengupain? Is it
pleasant to stér then? Isrt@hat just sick masochism? Martyrdom: it brings
us horribly close to the suicide bombers who blow themselves up for a so-
called higher purpose. No, pain dogsnétterAllah is with us anyway

Christian martyrdom is nevertheless something totalfgdint from
what the suicide bombers do; and we can see that in the life of Wieter
was also a martyr himself.

1. It@ not something you look fobut something that happens to you;
others begin to persecute yMau never bring things to a head yourself, but
you refuse to lie B suicide bombers do nothing but lie.

2. It is not about this or that political question of ownership or whatever
but purely because you follow Christ. In a strange way it is this persecution
that says you have a strong faith, and therefore, because your faith
distinguishes you, you can shout hoor@Timothy 3:12; Matthew 10:38;
16:24)

3. Suicide bombers want to destroy life, they hate their own life and even
more that of another person. But Peter sees something fine in particular
sufferings, simply because of his love of life. Read about it: he is conscious
that he will soon be done away with, but that stimulates him to be even more
active in telling others about Jesus (2 Peterl:12-15)tDoa@other people
down with you, but carry as much as possible of what is worthwhile out with
you.

That also indicates how deeply Peter lived through this question. He feels
very strongly that everything will be over for him in a short while. (2 Peter
1:14) How does he know that? OOur Lord Jesus Christ has made that clear to
me.Jesus had prophesied his end, but how does he come to that now?

Go back, years and years before, Christ has just been resurrected and
appears to Peter by the Sediiferias and tells himEhow he will die. Jesus
put it extremely ambiguously: OWhen you are old, another will take you by
the hand and dress you and bring you where you do not want {d@mO
21:18,19) That® how it will be, you can see it coming, you are eldenhyd
your nurse comes in: Oput your arms up, dearie, then | can undress youEQ

But John said as well, that you must also understand the deeper and more
sinister side of these sentencesitl@Weseyvords Jesus indicated the kind of
death by which Peter would glorify Goéual you can see it in front of you.

They dress you, you spread out your aryos, ae going to be crucified
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Sure enough, for example Eusebius, an early Christian, wrote that Peter
was crucified. He moved house to Rome andl.ib. 64 the crazy Nero
Caesar started a fire and turned half of Rome into an ash heap, and then
blamed the Christians for ithe first great persecution broke out in which
Paul was beheaded and Peter was crucified. Jesus had foreseen it, and he
immediately said after that: OFollow nf@éabn 21:22)

Petef faith had become that deep. He had known all that time that he
would come to a horrible end, he knew there was a kind of time bomb
strapped to his back B but it ditlepple him. He followed.

Peter had learned a lot. He dictated a complete Gospel to Mark and his
letters are a touch more eloquent than his speech in fieseisPeterthe
uneducated fisherman, the illiterate Galilean. His impulsiveness is still there,
but he®wiser nowHe has sent down some roots and is no longer the man of
the moment (Mark 4:17) In Mark@ospel he even dares to tell us himself
how he had denied Jesus. (Mark 14:66-72) Jesus had called him Orock of the
church@nd that sounded silly then (Mark 16:18), but Peter had learned, and
nowE(Luke 22:32)

For about 30 years heOd lived with the awareness that it could happen at
any time, and it had matured hiAnd in his death, that old impulsiveness
and wisdom came together

OvuOre about to be crucifiedeQvas informed. A

OBut, not the same way as my Ldné,€aid immediateYOCrucify me
upside-down!O
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Go to bed B go and play

Olt is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle that for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of Go19:24)
Matthew 19:16-26

Jesus mistrusted mon&)We to you who are rich, you have already had
your shareWoe to you who are satisfied, for you shall be hunigkyke
6:24,25; see also Luke 16:13,14; James 111@5; 5:1; ITimothy 6:10)
But you have had money to buy this book and I to type it, so we belong with
the rich.We are the ones who find it just asfidifilt as the camel that was
stretched to a bloody thread to be able to get through the eye of that needle.
And we regularly react like the young man who came to Jedeisear
his demand and go away sad. (19:22) No, wetcafi@ll our possessions.
We canDCarry a cross, fine, but not get rid of everything. Clothes, house,
car, jewellery televisionE But rush quickly to that comfort zone: @WGod
all things are possible(f®:26) Luckily therestill a happy ending. Just etO
catch our breath.

But it@ still a pain. Jesus puts it so well. If youOre rich, it dbesnO 5
automatically mean that youOre going to live well! Now decent people (thatO
you and me) don&tart grumbling whenever weOre confronted with an
inconvenient rule, we use gimmicks. So, for example, we bend the\Wwdes.
say: Othat eye of the needler€ally means a very low gate in the wall
around Jerusalem, but a camel can actually get through it provided all its
baggage is #floadedEso a rich man can surely go to Heaven.

More often we try to find a way out through timeaningof JesusO
commandmentglthough Jesus does indeed say you have to sell everything,
what he Oreally meanshat faith must have the first place in our life. So of
course you may be rich, but you must keep it atatem@th and not be tied
to it. If God is number one, then money can be number two. So, when Jesus
says: OSell everythingkat he©really saying is: OBut you can hold on to all
your bits and pieces.O

We often do this reversing trick. If Jesus says we have to leave everything
behind, our family too, (Luke 14:26), we make it mean we can so stay with
our family. It Oactually@eans that God is the most important person in our
life. Or if he says that we mustri@ overly concerned (Matthew 6:25), we
still find that it is necessary to be concerned. If we have to turn the right
cheek (Matthew 5:39), then no,dinat only means to teach the other person a
lesson in a loving wayOSeek first the kingdomO? (Matthew 6/33) no, he
really meanskE

Dietrich Bonhoefier shook his head at this mentality: OWhere commands
are issued elsewhere in the world, the relationships are Al&gher says to



83 Beachcombindreinier Sonneveld

his child: Go to bedAnd the child knows exactly where it standgseudo-
theologically addressed child would have tguar as follows: Father says, Go
to bed What he really means i¥pu are tired, but he doesm@nt me to be
tired. | can also overcome my tiredness if | go and. [@aywhile father is
saying: Go to bed, what he really means is: go and Blaywith such
reasoning the child would come up against language from his father that
would certainly not be misunderstood: namely punishment. Should it be
otherwise with regard to the command of Jesus? Here simple obedience
would be wrong, yes, disobedience. How is that possible?

But with all these tricks (which | continually notice in myself) you miss
the nub of the passage. Jesus pushes us into a.¢onzenel through a
needle©eye?That canthappenThat® like trying to shove a Mercedes
through a doughnut while keeping both intact. It tae@oneA rich person
can notget into the kingdomEthatiwhat it must actually mean, especially
when you see the reaction of the disciples: they were Ogreatly astonished,O
desperate. (19:2%)nd stronger yet, they even reckoned themselves among
the rich and didn@nderstand any longer hamyonecould ever get into
Heaven.

We often explain Bible texts precisely by how we want them to read. So
that it fits our lifestyle and world-viewChrist preaches radical
commandments and we come with our gimmicks to comply with them. But
we donot actually complyLeoTolstoi stared himself blind on the fact that:
all religions have rules, but only Christian worship has rules that no one can
keep.@hink also about the Sermon on the Mount: OBe perfect, as you Father
is perfect.(Matthew 5:48; see page 88Jllop! A smack in the fac&hat is
the unmistakeabIeNStandaffmaté it. The camel has to go through that
needle. But it canO _

However spiritually mature we are, dontake assumptions about how
pure we are, but how conscious we are of our impUritat awareness opens
the door to grace. For the only thing that still remains is grace. God gets the
Mercedes through the doughnut. (19:26)
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The advertising ayatollahs

OEveryone who looks at a woman and lusts aftehaealready
committed adultery with he(5:28)
Matthew 5:27-32

This verse stalks many Christians. Undressing someone with your eyes,
flirting, sexually fantasising, few people abstain frorAitd the emphasis is
on theright hand (5:30), and that@n obvious reference to masturbation.
Then are all the teenage boys, and also countless adults, bound for Hell? Do
they have to tear out their eye with their left haAd@ how does that help,
because you can masturbate with your left hand and undress anyone with
your left eye. Remove that as well then? But all at once you might just as
well get rid of your brains, because those fantasiest¥an guarantee that
there were a few chuckles and blushes when Jesus came out with this
statement.

It@ a pity that Jesupédnouncements are all quoted in telegram style, so
that we have to fill in so much for ourselves. Because, what did he mean?
Primarily it is just about looking at another person of the opposite sex.
There®©nothing wrong with Olookinge€rause you find someone attractive.
But Olusting®something elsd.hen you are fantasising. Do you have to start
amputating parts of your body then? Jesus saw that amputation was senseless,
of course. But that@xactly why he called it that.

Let® have a closer look at this. Sexual enslavement begins with a cover
up. Every kerb-crawler has had a look and then had misgivings. Until he
thought, OO, it doesmaatterCor else, OlOve got the right to, haved@is
possibility this first hesitangyJesus bombarded, as it were. DdwSitate!

The smallest inclination to promiscuigypromiscuity (5:28)The slightest
hesitation in the wrong direction is still sin. If you start glossing over it as
though itOs all OK and natural, you go ahead and your life eventually
becomes a helWith his bombs Jesus drives us to the other side of the road,
away from the cover up, towards the metamorphosis of your heartottO
smoothing it over that sets you free, but happy is he who has a pure heart.
(5:8)

And that is justice in the arms of God. Jesaa® arert@here so that we
canlove, but because waustlove. They are not made to measure, we canO
do it. But if you lower the standard is all goes wroRgen of you go again
to try in your own strength.

It® hard going to be radically committed to tae we afraid of
becoming a moral watchdog like Mawhitehouse?bdul Hag was an
ordinary young, unbelieving Friesian guy until he converted to Islam. He
took another name and married an Islamic woman, complete with headscarf:
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OIf everyone walks on the street half naked théae@®o much sexual
stimulation. It demands a lot of a person to resist all the stimuli that nature
interprets as sexualhe Koran says that the @i initiates evil must be
reprimanded by the consciende. hold too much sexual stimulation in your
hand in your daily life ensures that the Oedb&sn(yet the free handou
must therefore develop rest in your so(kt@enAmstedammer)

Justus van Oel, the scene-wrjtgpent three weeks in Iran. Here there are
no breathless lingerie models and sexy torsos spread across billboards.
OCertainlythe majority of Iranian women are happy with their obligatory
coverall. But this asexuality does have one advantage: it relaxdhere, |
became aware of how we in thiéest are busy the whole day raising our
hormone levelAnd yes, | am sensitive to it. dibessomething to your
thinking and your humouYou can smell sex all over Holland and everyone
who has a grouse about boobs and tele-panting is an enemy of freedom, a
C.D.Ayatollah (C.D.A-The Christian Democratic Party in Holland) or a
goat-bangerBut fear of prudery is as ludicrous as swimming in national
costume.(Metro)

Our freedom has destroyed our privaaly that nakedness is just as
oppressive as a Muslisi@urkah.But even more subtle: undebarkahyou
can still imagine what you like, your thoughts are free, but a horny picture
offers it on a plate. Some advertising agencies are no better than ayatollahs.

(To be continued)



86 Beachcombindreinier Sonneveld
The advertising ayatollahs (contOd)

OOn Sunday morning Mary Magdalene went to the t¢&hX)
John 20:1-18

Jenna Jameson is the first porn-actress who has reached star status.
Wherever she goes she acts as if porn is really cool entertainment. In all her
interviews she steadily maintains that she finds it normal and enjoyable. But
her autobiography tells a completelyfdient storyAs a teenager Jameson
was the victim of a gang rape and was later brutally raped by a friend of her
partner This man murdered her best girlfriend who had accused him of
incest. But Jameson doesdélare it. She simply defs it. She becomes
terribly addicted and is continuously robbed and terrorised by friends. But
she refuses to make any connection between this background and her OcoolO
work.

That kind of abuse and emotional negligence invariably comes to the
surface in the life stories of porn-stars. It appears from countless
investigations: if you watch pornography you are looking at victims of incest
and rape who canfind a healthy way of dealing with i¥ou are watching a
mutilated person who is being taken advantage of and wrecked even further
Certain television channels broadcast documentaries that pretend to expose
Othe real life of prostitute$hgse are just sick adverts for a very sick
industry Not a single prostitute or porn-star ever wants their own child to
come and work in this industryhat says it all. No man who jerks himself
off in front of his computer screen ever wants to discover his own daughter
among the pics.

Mary Magdalene was a prostitute, but was set free by Jesus, and get this,
she was one of his best women friends. Even more to the point, she was the
first to discover that he had risen from the déedif Jenna Jameson,
converted and well, was the first to discover the greatest news in all history
Pity about all the respectable high-ranking men who so badly wanted a
medalE

In the first church gathering, Mary would have undoubtedly met previous
clients.That would have been rather embarrassing. But then she remembered
again what Jesus had said when she had washed his feet with her tears and
dried them with her hair: OWhoever has beggiviem much can show much
love.@nd she fogave the kerb-crawler

What if a young girl comes into your fellowship who you found on the
Internet? Or lateron the New Earth?

If you are sensitive to porn you must protect yourself agairst it.
persistent refusal to get an Internet connection is one option (which | have
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chosen for the time being).filter is also a good idea. Or put your computer
in your living room. And talk it over anyhowwith your friends and
eventually your partneThen you dort®ave to keep telling yourself so many
lies.

Every nation understands shame, but it seems that weOve begun a unique
and lage-scale experiment: to create the first shameless culture, whereas at
its heart shame is extremely healthysays that you are considering someone
else. Shame is a deep social emotforociety without shame is no longer a
viable societyPornography eventually turns you into an asocial being. Even
if you ever get free from it, all your feelings become acute and exposed.

| suspect that Jesus was the same, and at the time of his Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew 5-7) he looked briefly and pointedly at particular men and
women. He knew what was going on in their heart. He wanted to set them
really free, but not with substitute cougps and compromises. (See pages 84
and 86) He also wanted to free them from the do-it-yourself syndiidmees
were at that time so-called Oblood-Pharis&éas walked around constantly
with their heads bowed so they never had to look at a wonhan® where
the name came from: they were always walking into thingsEThat happens so
long as you try to go it alonthen you get stucBut porn was the most
important reason why many men realised they needed God. God can turn
anything into something beautiful.
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Obligation obligation obligation

OEveryone who could not be justified under the Law of Moses, is
completely justified through Jesugl3:38,39)
Acts 13 (eventually 13:38-49)

Paul proclaims it already: you wam@lieve this. (13:41) But his
pronouncement iAntioch irritated the local Jews so much because thss is
all-inclusive. God® grace is not for them alone, but appears to be boundless.
(13:45)That was the reason why the Jews had just killed Jesus, because he
wanted to open up the temple to everyone. (Mark7, see page 44his is
very strange. Because in the Bible the Jews appear to be broad-minded
people, so why couldhtbey take it? A )

| suspect theyas well as we, amevotedo this idea that Oyou mu#t.O
weOre looking for something tangible on which to base our self-esteem, then
generally we can choose our own achievemé&iésobtain self-respect from
doing somethingTherefore we prefer to OpaytO)ur self-esteem, and if we
believe, we also Opay@u. It seems we canfdderstand anything else; this
is the only way we can obtain our salvatidhleastwestick to the rules.

With grace you never know where you are, you tise@it, you canQet
hold of it, you can only blindly trust thatstOK.

The problem always is that you are oobnditionallyOK. Your destiny
is tied up with the terms of your achievements, and of you gati€fy them,
you forfeit everythingThat creates a deep unrest. But still a person recoils in
the face of grace, because it explodes the idea of mutual self-interest, and so
completely undermines your whole mechanism of self-esteem. (Romans
9:32) It®the origin of so much stress, yet these rules and achievements do
provide a semblance of certaintyhile grace means you gain self-respect in
a radically diferent way

Hence, that is extremely threatenifipere are no conditions, you can no
longermeasue if you are still OK, but God simply loves you,
unconditionally How can you trust it, if weOve trained ourselves only to
accept measurable results?

Obligation is safeWe especially want a strong God. For others of course,
but also for ourselvesThen at least we know where weOre at. For if God
really does love me, dohave anything to do with it®re my actions still
really relevant, if everything is fine anyway? Does God really tog2 B
Indeed, if you are nothing more than the sum of your actions thes (®wdO
is well and truly abstract. But God sees more than your actions. He sees you
as you are intended to be. He sees your beautiful essence. He can see right
across all the mire to the pearl that you really are.
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That sounds woolly and is always peculfaperson never gets used to
grace. How can you ever take the risk that perhaps God really does love you
after all, without you having to prove it? How can you be released from
thinking that you always have to earn it yourself?

What makes it even more complicated, is that obligation in and of itself is
not a bad thing. Obligation wants to enjoy life. OWhoever lovesasd
love the other also(®John 4:21) Jesus said the same thing emphatically:
Ovu mustobey everything the Pharisees tell you and practice what they
preach.Matthew 23:3) Jesus evidently ditinfiuse their obligations, but
something elselVhat was it?

In our ears Oyou mustidnds aggravatingnd indeed obligation can also
keep you far from God, and can land you in a predicament. It so happens that
obligation creates a problem if it beconte@s important and/ou expect your
salvation to come @ém that quarter While God keeps on loving you just as
much, even if you dob&eep all the rules and regulations! But if you think
you can influence Gosl@ve, you become so dependent upon obligation that
you cantpermit the slightest deviation. It becomes so essential that you
become utterly dishonest with yoursélhen your life gets bleak and screws
you up.That® exactly what Jesus refused from the Pharisees; not their rules
but theirhypocrisy Grace involves a risk (see page 68) but apparently
obligation does as well.

Grace doesh@ereby cancel out obligation, but our enslavement to it.
The Jews were irritated with Paul, because they must kick the habit; they
must learn to let go of their dependence on rdlas.rules defined their pride
and now this innovator comes along with such an unscrupulous concept as
grace! Oy-oy-oy!

(To be continued)
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Obligation obligation obligation (contOd)

'Friend, | do you no wrong. Does it create bad blood because | am good ?
So shall the last be first and the first shall be last. (20:13,15,16)
Matthew 20:1-16

Grace is dishonesthe toughest workers ddrg@t a penny more than the
layabouts whoOve hardly done a thing all (#0:9)When the prodigal son,
the scroungerreturns, then naturally his older brotheho had always been
faithful, was extremely irritated. (Luke 15:28,29) So the first becomes the
last? Imagine that a previous winner of the 100 metres, who has trained hard
all year wins nothing, and the yobbo who just dawdles down the track gets
the gold medalThat® dishonest.
_ Fomiveness can feel like nonchalantly explaining away a silly mistake.
Ol®all too easyeh, just fogive and foget. Mo punishment, no justice, the
guilty party®let of scot-free. Howdare God! How dare we!

Forgiving includes the sense of Ogiviag@so iabout the maddening
idea of being underservethe ultimate gift. Grace therefore strikes us dumb,
it runs counter to the deeply intuitive idea that everything has to be paid for
It screws up all our ideas about fairnélsen Hinduism is a bit more sincere.
The Hindu gurus have accurately worked out how long it takes before anyone
achievesiirvana ultimately in order to defray the punished for all my faults
in this and successive lives, 6.8 million reincarnations would be necessaryE

That appears to be a reasonable estimation and looked at like that it tips
forgiveness dfbalance. Robert Farrar Capon: Olf the world could be saved by
keeping good accounts, then it could have been saved by Moses, not by
Jesus.¥ou donget what youOve earn¥du get a lot more. God is no
accountant. He has a hole in his hand.

But Jesus is quite conscious of this Qunfairaess@any of his parables
take it into accountVhat he wants to say is: fgving is no fogiveness at all
if it only about whas@omgivable.Whatever is fagivable doesri@ave to be
forgiven.That® what the world does and it doassdlve a thing. (Luke
6:31-35) Fogiving is about stepping over your anger and maturing & dit.
believe only as you believe the unbelievabtai fogive only as you fgive
the unfogivable.Therefore fogiveness is a scandal. How will you dare to do
it? How does God dare to do ifhe question is: can we fpve God for
forgiving the unfogivable? )

S¢ren Kierkegaard writes: OLikewise the Jews had a perfect right to be
irritated with Christ because he was willing togiee sins.There is an
important level of mindlessness necessary not to be annoyed when someone
wants to fogive sinsAnd there is an even more extraordinary mindlessness
required in order not to be irritated that sins can bgifen at all. For human
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understanding that is the most impossible of all B not that | therefore
recommend it as geniality if people cabélieve it; because people must
believe it.O

That God nevertheless fiives and sometimes people also dare to do it, is
because the significance of it is so gré@ae greatest gument in favour of
grace is its alternative: a world without grace. Permanently stuck in the
endless round of hatred. Confined to the world of pay-ugse and mutual
back-scratchinglhat just goes on and on, and you can never pay enough.
Whoever cannot fgive and accept himself unconditionally knows he can
never stop struggling and can never rastd whoever cannot fgive himself
is eaten up with resentmeAnd that sets you against others, your friends,
your children, and so the circle of impatience is never broken. It is
devastating not to be fgiven, but even worse not to be able t@ioe
yourself.You become poisoned through anger and there@ntidote for that
either

There is just one concept known to history that can break the shackles of
disgrace: gracés | write this,Theo van Gogh has just been murdered and
countless experts in the media sit with their head in their hands: how can we
ever break down the circles of hate and guilt? Nelson Mandela and Mahatma
Gandhi have lived through it and Christ even more drasticatily grace
will save a person, a famjlg society from being devoured by this insatiable,
hate-filled monsterBono from U2 sings: OGraces @ihame for a girl and a
thought that changed the world.O
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Jesus was the first feminist

Ol find more bitter than death is the woman who is a gikireall, says
the Preachethis is what | have discovered: out of a thousand people | found
only one who was genuine, but none of them was a worffapec28)

Ephesians 5:22-33 (eventually Ecclesiastes 7:23-29)

Has the Preacher had a good look? Have you searched thoyalegtily
PreacherThis text could also have been included in thgpQ0 most
humorous textsO, because youtaim@ny more than have a good laugh
about it And so embarrass yourself, because what are you going to do with
it? 1 don€think there®anything in the faith that | carg@t ovey but Iwill not
let this one go: how does it compare with the woman-friendly texts in the
Bible?

The Preacher goes too faut then take what Paul says: that the man is
the Ohead®the woman. (1 Corinthiand B; Ephesians 5:23) Naturglin
relationships where the woman is the Ohead®, you can observe that the man is
not too happy about it. Statisticaltpat is. GenerallyBut then to state
immediately that man is the bossElt is nonsense to suggest that Paul is a
woman-haterbut he could have been a bit more subtle about it. | only know
that this business of being Ohdadothing to do with who is the ObossO. By
Ohead(® mean a captain or a chieftain and so on, but Paul is only thinking
about the thing that sits on top of your neck.sHefthinking in terms of
hierarchy that one is more important than the otltis meaning is exactly
the opposite: Man and woman each have their own role to play

And he keeps it pretty vague. More indefinite in any case than the way
psychologists classify men and women today: men come from Mars, women
from Venus, and so on. Mars can exist very well withé@nus, andice
versa Infatuated with each othdhey orbit through space without ever
having the chance to megten | would rather have this kind of metaphor of
head and bodylust imagine what a head without a body would be like. Roald
Dahl wrote a story about a man who was reduced to just his brains and one
eye, who floats about in a tank of stagnant w&tetlaborators held books up
in font of the eye so that the thing could readitd his evil wife blew smoke
into the eye every dagnd the poor man could do absolutely nothing to
rptaliathThe woman could then be something that is interpreted as a
Ohelp&b which is what that word can also mean in the original D very often
this same word denotes God! (Genesis 2:18 and for instance Psalm 40:17;
54:4; 70:2; 85:4; 18:7) Just as a person is nothing without God, so is the
man nothing without the woman b well yes, the same as a brain with only one
eye floating in a tank of stagnant water
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If Christianity subjugates women, then tisat@ daftest thing it can do. If
women are Othe weaker vesse&®Christianity must stand up for thefmd
Christianity also began as primarilysmer€movement. Besides slaves, it
was chiefly women who were the first members of the Chiitel.Church
was the first emancipation movement and today we would call Jesus a
feminist; as a rabbi in those days it was very exceptional anyway to have
even one woman among your followers, but with Jesus they were in the
majority.

I know of no religion that began as a wongemdvementThat it so often
becomes a mesiQub is more than embarrassifigat is why Dorothy L.

Sayers, the world renowned crime wrjtilt at home with Jesus: OPerhaps it

is not so amazing that the first to stand by his crib and the last by his cross
were womenThey had never known a man like this Man B there never was
such a persom prophet and teacher who never out them down, who never
flattered or patronized them, who never made jokes at their expense; who
never reacted to them with: Othe women, God helpnuStde ladies, God

bless Oem!O; who admonished them without reproach and praised them
without condescension; who took their questions agdments seriously;

who never compelled them to behave like women or ridiculed their
womanhood; who didb@eal with them out of self-interest, and as a man,
didn®trample on their dignity; who took them as they were and tiitiim®
himself more important as a man. In the entire Gospel yot foath@ single
action, or a sermon, or a parable whose proper meaning can be interpreted as
female depravity; from the things Jesus said, teere@r any suggestion

that he thought of women as peculiar creatures. But we easily think along the
same lines as his contemporaries, the prophets who lived before him and the
Church to this very daf)
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God curses

(:)But Christ Jesus has redeemed us from the curse by becoming a curse for
us.@3:13)
Galatians 3:1-14

God forbad the making of any likeness of hims&ifd thenhe did it
himself. DonOmake any images of God P and there is Jesus, imagyeof
God. (Exodus 20:4; Colossians 1:28)d then his Son hangs on the cross,
and God himself says that anyone who is hanged is a curse! (Deuteronomy
21:23) Just shrug your shoulders at this if you ton@erstand ifThis stands
everything completely on its heathe God who dénds himselfThe God
who blasphemes his own nan@od curses himself.

Somewhere in the ruins of Rome, some ancienfitynafs found. On a
wall someone had scratched a drawing of a donkey hanging on a cross.
Underneath it is written: OAlexamenos worships his @oddd de Beek
writes about this: OIf it is about Him, then He is ridiculous. He is a weak God
who allows Himself to be killed on the cro3#at is no God, but an agmd
whoever worships Him, is like HinThis folly is the preaching of the
Gospel.®@im Fortuyn is then called demon-possessed, but with Jesus that
really was the case. Fortuyn was murdered by a lunatic, but Jesus by the
House of Commons and the General Synod combédiwhen he died,
when he had no one else to comfort him, his Father forsook him as well.

People get annoyed by Jesdsins, his vulnerabilityhis grace (Matthew
13:57; 15:12; 26:31,33; John 6:@4ts 4:11; Romans 9:33;119; 1
Corinthians 1:23; 1 Peter 2&nd it annoys me too. | carléglieve it.Yet |
must believe itYou only believe when you believesitthbelievableAnd
sometimes you are so changed by it, that you stilltdmi®ve it. But youOre
no longer irritated. OHappy is the one who is riehdéd because of
me.@Matthew 1.:6; Luke 7:23)

Faith is the art of believing the unbelievable without exasperation.

What the Dutch and others giggle about is the flexibility of the Gospel.
Take this verse now: OWhoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal
life. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drinkEDoes thisrmd
you?@John 6:54,55,61)

Of all the religions, the Christian faith has, in point of fact, the most
flexible creed. 1®all about events. Birth, afing, dying, rising again, and
so forth. Buddhism has abstract doctrines, Iskimeism, Liberalism, Post-
modernism b these are all great theses throughout the Adidhen along
comes Christianity with a string of historical eventau say OThis is the
truth®, but no one says ndwmthe truth.@John 14:6) Many spoke the
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truth, but no onevasthe truth. Christianity doesri@&lieve in a doctrine, but
in a person.

If you were to tell an uninformed persome@)God came out of Heaven
and walked around on earthB® would think itOa joke. He would be
waiting for the punch line, but the ontyinchhanded out landed on the devil
and the onlyine that was drawn was through death. If you look at the great
philosophies of life it appears there is a wholesale demand for religious truth
to be abstractWe donOwvant an actual, substantial God, but an abstraction.
Obviously it mustri@ome too close, th&/ord may not become flesh. But
truth became man aord became flesh. (John 1)

But even so, weQOre not logical abowit. want religious truth to be
abstract, and at the same time to live a particularly flexible life ourséliges.
express love with a present, we marry with a ring, we breast-feed a child, we
dance to music, we eat real potatoes, nothing abstract, (IudKily)should
the salvation of the world be less than malleable?

The same applies to the blood and guts of the Christian creed. How can
something as tangible and coarse as blood now bring universal peace?
Something so small and horrible for something so great and beautiful?
(Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:20; Hebrews 9:14) It feels al#swdd.
unsavouryYou can only watcfThe Passion of the ChrityouOve gota
strong stomachA crucifixion is a particularly gruesomefaif. Couldn©you
make it a little bit more palatable? .

No. Jesus didh©@ome to wipe your nose and Otake your hands out of
your pockets.Be came into a cesspoglghastly concrete cesspool full of
solid sinsWhat if sins had remained abstract? But evil is seldom abstract.
The angry word can also become flesh. It starts with abusive language, and
that leads to fisticdi$. First the plans are laid, then the stinking crud starts
flying about.War doesr@xist in the abstract, neither does an abstract peace-
maker
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Zig-zag across the field

OLet the dead bury their ded@.:6D)
Luke 9:57-62 and Matthew 10:37-39

Three people wanted to follow Jesus, come what ifag enthusiast
comes up to Jesus first: 10l follow you wherever yo(@gsi{PHe (or she,
naturally) is evidently expecting a rough ride, because Jesus has to issue a
warning. He has just tried to make it clear that he is on this way to Jerusalem
to be done in. (9:44,51) Following Jesus all the way means follahisg
road. No exciting adventure buvia doloosa For Jesus doedri2long
here. Foxes feel at home here on earth, birds are welcome, atha
homeless (9:58) For the radical belig\aith is still a very tough deal. Jesus
has to disappoint him; following him igr€0ol.At a survival camp you
always have a home base, but weOre not playing games here, this is for real.

Then number two came along. He is shocked at this first ariBlaeris
really radical stuf OUm, sorpybut can | go back and bury my father first,
please?{(:59) This is most often interpreted as a mistaken pridoggause
this person thinks his father is more important than Jesus. 8atlitte
other way round: after the first conversation, the radical believer is aware of
how extreme following Jesus is going to Bhat®what he passionately
wants to do but thinks it cart® combined with burying his father; thus he
must do that first, anthenhe can follow without reserve. So, following
Jesus would mean having to give up your normal activities.

Thatis his mistake, not that he ism&dical enough, but too unstable.
Things like burying your father are everydafaat; but becoming a ~
missionaryor joining a monasteryhat®the real thingTake note of JesusO
answer because it sounds somewhat audacious: OLet the dead bury their dead,
but go back and preach the kingdom of G¢@t&D) Normally this is
expounded as if he@ot allowed to buris father but day-in day-out he
must go and evangelize. But he had asked to Ogoftwattiedinterment, and
sure enough, Jesus commands him to Ogo batkoPreach.The spiritually
dead are busy withuryingtheir dead; they mourn and see nothing other than
death. But this believer must return for the burial, see beyond it, and seeing
the kingdom, tell them about that. Following Jesus dossaafter the
common-place is finished with, bwith everyday things.

With the third conversation in the series you have the same profiésn.
radical believer wants to follow Jesus no matter what the consequences, but
thinks he must first go and say goodbye to his far(@y1)And many
expositors stand by with their pointing-finger ready: u-huh, big mistake, you
must follow Jesus immediately without a lot of reservations, no time for
goodbyes, thas@oking back. Remember Lstdiife!
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Jesus@nswer shows he really approves, and with a broad smile he says:
O¥ry good, in fact you mustn@ok back. Imagine that youOre walking
backwards while youOre ploughing P then youOd be zigzagging all over the
field! Say your goodbyes, by all means, because your past tostaowed
to tug you back if you follow me.(9:62, compare 17:32)he third believer
and many Bible expositors think therefore that taking your leave properly is
no part of following Jesus; but following JessiseparationThis doesrtO
mean contempt for your famijliput treating them with respect; separation
demands a great deal of thought.

Following Jesus is not running away from this life, it happenbis life.

No fancy chat, but always down to earth. Following Jesus while youOre
watchingTV, when you are messaging, if youOre walking around the
supermarket., when youQOre at work, when you get up in the morning,
whenever you say Hi, or when you say CheEhnsit includes the other bold
saying of Jesus about following him (where he really does say something
outrageous): OWhoever follows me, and jzrPared to make a break with

his father and mothghis wife and children and brothers and sisters, and even
his own life also, can®e my disciple.@Quke 14:26)

Eh?Tell everyone to get lost, all the same? Jesus said this to his fans that
found him altogether too interesting, but didm&e a clue about the cost of
following him. (14:28-33)They had better wake up in a hurBarlier he
wasnOso provocative with his more alert followers, because he explained
something to them: OWhoever wants to save his life, will lose it; but whoever
is willing to lose it for my sake, shall preserve ([@@2, also Matthew 10:39;
16:25; Mark 8:35) Following Jesus means carrying a cmsfollow him
in this life but you can always lose it at any time. Jesus went resolutely to
Jerusalem and didnii@e away to Mary or bury himself in a monastery; or
heOd have pined away as an embittered oldThahis whatis so
conspicuous about Jesus, that for thirty years hetditin&zt anyonsO
attention, for thirty years he was sociable, he celebrated the feasts with his
family and worked as a carpentdust being ordinarBut at the decisive
moment he didn®hose the safe option. He knew they would get rid of him,
but this is what he had to do. He picked up his cross and away he went.

Whoever wants to follow Jesus does exactly the same with his Ef@oltO
different with enjoying yourself. EQuring your involvement with these
ordinary things that you follow him. But you doh@ve to go the whole hog.
Love is being able to let it all gdhat decisive moment can come, when for
you it® the end of everything, youOre finished, youOve really had it, youOre
done for but even then, that@hen you take up your cross and you go.
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Surely you know thatE

Ol am the wayhe truth and the life(®4:6)
John 14:1-14

At that time it was also a shocking thing to.gafristians would never
have been persecuted if their faith had been a mere naweligary and
including the umpteenth god. But now this God wanted to oust all the other
gods.The Roman Empire was post-modern, open to every possible influence,
so long as these influences were not too pretentious. No tall stories.

Christianity is the truth, and superior to other religions. IOm startled as |
type thisWhy does the spelling-control iWord not protest or suddenly
crash the computes aWord programmer | should have taken care of that.
It sounds so clumsyo arrogantWho is this Sonneveld, who at a stroke can
pass judgment on two thirds of the woslgOpulation?

I0Il readily disguise it then. 10l say immediately that there is also a great
deal of stupidity in Christianity()ll say that other religions also have many
true elements and that | doa@sire to judge anyonéhat kind of cop-out,
maybe. No, this is not fudging the issues #fDtrue. | am only using it as a
blind. Because | find it too narrow-minded to say what Jesus himself said:
Jesus is the truth, Jesus is Lord.

Anyone can attack his attitude, but not because they have a truth.
Arrogance has to do witthowyou handle the truth, not that you have it and
will propagate it. Everyone wants to share his convictidreonviction
always sees itself as more that Ojust a convictionO, more than something
merely personalA conviction always knows itself to be the truth; as
something universa¥ou cantQget away from it, thag@®ow the truth
compliments itselfA conviction will propagate itself, it will also apply to
others. Everybodg@onviction has a built-in missionary zeal, and if it
doesntfhave this missionary zeal, then it simply wt water

With no conviction you become loose sand, someone that changes
direction with the wind. Someone with no balldstus, it®a question of
which conviction you will espous&hen tolerance is about the worst one of
all. I have seldom met more intolerant people than those who preach
toleranceWith everything you say that can be applied to them, everything
whereby they could change something about themselves B immediately they
clam up. QX have to be tolerant, youOre being judgmental.O o

Genuine tolerance lets everyonefeaéite. O should have knownEO
Except at just one level, where you have to immediately comply: tolerance. If
you still have a Big Ovesimplified Rule after that B in my opinion you can
dream up better ones than that.
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Love, for exampleThat is the Christian alternativEolerance is
allowing room (except at the level of tolerance itself) and quickly interfering
if you are injured in some walove is to have the best intentions for
yourself and for another ariderefore be tolerant and allow dfidient room
(especially if the other person is not tolerant and loving). Butt diate@ere
if you strike a problem yourself, but only if the other has a probldra.
world will become a better place as a result.

Tolerance is not toleraneersusintolerance. Love is certainly
affectionate as opposed to someone who is lovelésg® the diference.

Naturally, the risk is that you will still roar past someone else. But | think
you can take that riskhe druggie who has kicked the habit is over the
moon, not because youOre tolerant Bettidnate Tolerance is ultimately
more arroganiWho are you that you dariéave to have anything to do with
anyone else?hatis just nosiness.

People would like to be helped, people want to learn what the truth is,
people want you to love them.

(To be continued)
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Surely you know thatE(contOd)

OJesus is LorqRbmans 10:9)
1 Corinthians 8

Relativism hasn®ucceeded. Sometimes you still hear such hopeless
things as: one religion is just the same as anoReslly they all point to the
one deep truthTell me of just one agreement between all the religions. |
don®know of anyWell, perhaps just ondhat is also the only agreement
that religious experts can refer to: all religions are about a Ohigher@eality
But what sort of agreementtizat? If | have peered too deeply into the
crystal ball, then | can also rave on about a higher redliis is no diferent
from subsidized and intensive research into the analogy between all kinds of
cows, and then, glowing with pride, reporting that they are all cows.

Post-modernism has come unstuck just as batlly great project was to
deny every objective truth. But if it has been decided that it is all so intensely
personal, and we still card@mmunicate, why do you keep on theorising and
writing booksaWhy would you say anything against me at all, & iilly all
Oyour truth@cques Derrida was a famous Post-modernist philosopher who
constantly tried to demonstrate that all texts are ultimately unintelligible. But
if anyone said that they didninderstand his books, then Derrida got
shirtyEbecause, naturallyhe wanted people to understand him.

Post-modernism is not erroneous because it makes thingsfioolgibut
because it doesn®ake things dffcult enoughThe great story told by the
doubters is still far too simpl@he fact that there are Post-modern books
negates the books themsel&$ost-modernist who says anything, exalts his
own opinion there and theA.logical Post-modernist keeps quiet and just
orders a lageAnd at least, even if he gets that lager deliveitatiakes no
differenceevery text is unintelligible all the same.

The Relativist establishes that cows are cdwe. Post-modernist sits out
on a patio and can€ven get a lageAnd yet they still make an enormous
point. They react, as it happens, to the violence of Modernism; the old
fashioned attitude that says: weOve just about sussed how the world fits
together (See page 104)Ve have seen what comes of this attitude: things
like the SecondVorld War. The Relativists and the Post-modernists saw it
coming well enough: that Opossessibtie truth leads very quickly to
stupefying arrogancédruth is dangerous. s

But then, to immediately root out every truthEtlixe trying to heal the
patient by killing himAs if you would like to make your cutlery less
dangerous by blunting the edge with a file, or by manufacturing it out of
paper Naturally with the other option you have to proceed with cahat
also applies to the trutiou donthave to soften or file the edge down, but
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just proceedumbly That®a pagan craftsmanjob. Because if you have the
truth in your hand, it makes you feel almighty clever and important. But
without the truth nothing is important any more.

OJesus is the bodhét is the Churckdirst statement and immediately
the most provocative.he only one in those days who might be called OLordO
was the emperoRidiculous, says the Church, our Jesus on the crosstheeO
real boss of the universe.

What must you do with this, if you are saddled with a Friend who calls
himself theTruth?A remarkable nickname. But this truth was tortured, this
truth was beaten at the cross, this truth died b this truth rose Huzti@.
why you must take this truth seriouslyis even disrespectful not to treat it
seriously Someone who did so much for you and then you carry on as if
being tolerant is hip? Jesus maintained that he was God and no one was
altogether as humble as he was.

I am making a lot of mistakes he#dl too often | condemn people. But |
don®know any betterJesus stomped on a lot of toes. But he also washed
their feet. | cart@o that so well.
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The faith that doesntsacrifice

OWhen James and John saw that Jesustwascdine, they asked: OLord,
do you want us to call down fire from heaven to destroy th&ut?ie
rebuked them strong§9:54)

Luke 9:46-56 (Eventually Luke 12:49-59 or Matthew 10:34-42)

Since the murder afheo van Gogh | have often had to find some
answersThe riots in Indonesia, the endless conflict in Palestine, the murder
of abortion doctors idmerica, Septemberl]l and now thisEdoesn@eligion
by definition lead to violence? Shouldnéigions be restrained and made to
relinquish their strongest claims so that we can at least coexist in peace?

Naturally, what makes this very complex is the fact that the greatest
peacemakers were religious: Ghandi, King and Mandeld the greatest
mass murderers were downright anti-religious: Hitkalin, Mao.The era
that should have dawned with Secularism immediately became the most
bloody everwith two world wars and the mass-slaughter under Communism,
bringing more violence than the religions ever could have done. Given the
chance to prove its superioritgecularism immediately failed.

In Holland, for example, they have been attempting to find a solution in
Post-modernism for a long time; but dbfi@l too much, then you woinget
any more aggroret for years it has been claimed that Post-modernism is
passZAmong other things, because the non-violence it espouses is severely
doubted.Also because it seems violence is always lying in wait and possibly
even more fanatical than that associated with religion.

If you now allow the diierence between good and evil, beautiful and
ugly, high and low to be glossed oygou come instantly to the question:
what about the people who still believe in a universal tratitPthis is where
the Relativists start becoming authoritari@hink about how the Evangelical
Appeal (EO b Evangelische Oproep: the Dutch evangelical radio and
television broadcasting station) was portrayed in the national press and how
aggressively the network editorial $tedacted when the EO became a
reality. Or how the NRC-ChurcfDutch Roman Catholic Church) began to
rail againsWillem Jan Otten when he convertéshd how you are jeered at
if you condemn pornography

The Relativist can rarely let himself permit his Relativism to be put into
perspective. Relativism also radicalizes and requires its own ministers, its
own excommunications, its own anathemas, its own forms of blaspfamy
everyone who doesnnfine the truth to his own perception in advance.
Religion must stay nicely holed up in its den. In the first instance Relativism
comes over all calm and serene, if the Osacfifised all gives it a
respectable, broad-minded appearance.
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Ultimately this doesn@ork. If anyone is angryou can actually calmly
say: good and evil donfake any dierenceAt least, that is the strategy of
Post-modernism and that helps for a while. But if the anger subsequently
returns, therrational anger no longer has a way to adjust and correct itself B
namely with the same awareness of good and evil. Relativism ttrgsi00
make a fist by amputating its own arms. But neither can it shake hands
anymore.

The cultural elite had been preaching freedom for centuries, that
everything thagJpossible may be done, and it doesméder at all what
youOre like B and so we lost our language with which to express what we
actually keep on feeling: that it reatipesmatter what your are lik&he
English psychiatristheodore Dalrymple worked with criminals for years
and saw how they were involved in the Relativism of the intellectual upper
crust. He describes how that, through the so-called sexual freedom in the
rough neighbourhoods, it eventually meant there were no fathers about and
criminals didntknow anymore why their behaviour had to change. Oln order
to present to the inhabitants of the slums that their behaviour is no worse than
anyone elssQthey were permanently confined to the world of those no-go
areas.0

But according to Dalrymple, Relativism is hypocritical: OMoral
Relativism is propagated through intellectuals who tom@emplate it for
themselves or apply it to their own childrén&l-bred as they were, they
preached sexual freedom, for example B sex must be freed from every
personal obligation B but they made sure they looked after their own children
thoroughly Femke Halsema tells how her mother did everything she could to
try and open a ctde shop, but her own daughter swore she would never
touch a hash joint.

(To be continued)



104 Beachcombingdreinier Sonneveld
The faith that doesntsacrifice (contOd)

OChrist stdred for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow
in his steps. Insults were hurled at him but he didrt@liate, he stgred but
made no threats($21,23)

1 Peter 2:18-25 (eventually Romans 12:18-21)

Between 1960 and 2003 religiosity in Holland has hal¢the same
time crime has increased fourteen-fold, from 131,800 to 1,383,88cek.
Religion has undoubtedly been suppressed, but then at least we knew why
certain things couldh®e doneThe theologian Miroslavolf came from
Croatia and observed enough to enable him to staithd¥\symbolic
codes, without judgment, you are subject to the wild current of demands.
Only one thing is worse than terror that egesrfrom a system of judgment:
terror unrestrained by judgment. Heads roll, but you can never tell when, or
where, or whyO

The customary Dutch answer to violence, basea weak conviction,
settles nothing. Jesus himself died because Pilate refused to search for the
truth: OWhat is truthA®asked cynicallyand so let Jesus die as a result of his
Relativism. Golgotha was an indictment of the weak convictiantiCthe
weak but the strong convictions that protect others. But which strong
conviction, thatthe question, because violence is lurking everywhere and
every conviction can be radicalised.

The only protection must lie in the conviction itself: what are the chances
of it becoming aggressive? Naturallyhat complicates the situation is that
philosophies of life seldom openly promote aggressibat® why all the
religions have nice texts about freedom, and experience their terrorist leaders
as alien excrescencédars rarely begin with religion, but th&gcome
religious wars. People begin their wars, but then use their religious symbols
as weapons in the battle sltfdt their gods who muster the people, but the
people who recruit their gods. How can you prevent that, how can you
prevent your OgodsO fighting on your behalf?

It canObe done.

Unless your God refuses to fight.

When | talk about Christianity (because that®at | know best): |
suspect that no shrewd general would ever recruit Jthr@/ou are hit on
one cheek, &ér the other one as welldQove your enemiegMatthew 5:39,
44) These are not the slogans that'll win you a \l@sus preaches a radical
non-violence that permeates all his actions and eventually causes his
downfall. When he is rounded up, he forbids Peter to defend him and neither
does he mobilise an army of angels. He turns his other cheek. He allows
himself to be taken awaifdelost.
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There is something about Jesus by which he separates himself from all the
gods | knowfrom all the heroes that everyone admires, all the inspirational
ideals.There is something about him that makes going to war in his name
sound absurd D declaring war in the name of a, lasdrsomeone who ended
up on the crossEThat has got to be the silliest symbol of all to carry into
battleAnd this is that uniqueness that convinces me that Jesus is the secret to
peace: God didh@me to earth as an idol, but as a sacrifice.

This is where we find for the first time in history someone who says: Ol
have not come to be served, but to seifafihew 20:28All the gods
expect to be served: multinationals demand 70 hours per week, alcohol
demands all your mongfreedom demands total commitmehitah
demands complete surrend@nd here is the God who giveanself.And
only such a God refuses to allow himself to be recruited. It is a marvellous
paradox: it is precisely these mighty gods who first have to be served that are
subsequently misused in warhile what®really absurd is to misuse the God
who serves. Gods who expect to be served are so strong they can become a
handy weapon B a God who lay in a crib, you wim®Dthat in a pitched
battle.

(To be continued)
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The faith that doesntsacrifice (contOd)

Olf my kingdom were of this world then my servants would fight to
prevent my arrest by the Jews. But my kingdom is from another
place.(18:36)

John 18:28-28 (eventually Luke 24:21

Christians follow after this Lord. If Jesus speaks about following him then
he always has carrying the cross in mi€Christian doesn@llow the
resurrected one but the crucified oAad so God works subtly and behind
the scenes; if you look at the world you can see how non-violently God
intervenes. Every day he allows himself to be smacked on the other cheek.
But there©coming a day when he will show himself to be what he always
was: almightyAnd then the Christian faith will be up against one particular
element that does sound violent: God will punish the Owiok#uLast
Judgment. (Mattthew 25:31)

That immediately sounds like inspiration for aggresstom indeed,
there is an advance on the final judgment that Christiarfe@ied bywith
singular regularityFundamentalists who shoot at abortion doctors rob God of
his responsibilityNevertheless, aggression is a lack rather than a surfeit of
conviction.You actually become violent if you no longer believe in the power
of your own convictions and ddrt€ust any longer that your God can solve
his own problems; evidently you must give him a helping h#ad.can only
liberate someone else if you believe that your God will also triumph over
your eforts.

A holy war is unbelief. Only those who can practically demonstrate that
God is dead can indulge in a crusade or a jihad. In this sense it is necessary
for a peaceful society to look forward to a Judgment of God. Ultimaitédy
only the God who dares to exercise violence towards the violent who
prevents violence. It is comforting to know that we are not the ultimate
judges. If God wants to search for justice, then he deprives us of every excuse
to do it right nowf there really is no God, what reason do you have not to
act as your own judge and execute the Judgment yourself?

| don®mean that Christians arénfdlent, because that@hat they are all
too often. | mean that in every philosophy of life | knwlence is utterly
condemned, especially by the Christigou can only make a crusade of it or
murder an abortionist if you reverse and pervert everything that Jesus stands
for. If God were to recruit Christians, it would be the worst possible thing he
could do, and his are the most pitiable of all people; they receive pearls and
wear them for good luck.

Even so, the Christian faith does nudge you away from violence. Every
philosophy of life holds up an idealised picture. In such a utopia lurks real
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violence, howevembecause people are determined to realise their utopia
whatever the cosThey have to, because theyOll never get a second chance.
Communism has shown how many people have to be sacrificed in order to
realise utopia. Jesus preached a real utopia that in principle can never be
established by mankind, because it can onlgebeived OMy kingdom is not
from here.@ is senseless to fight about Ge#tdgdom The meeknherit the
earth. (John 18:36; Matthew 5:5; see page 180)

That explains this conspicuoapolitical behaviour of Jesus that has
irritated so many Christians. He dodsuninate against the gruesome
abortion clinics in the Roman Empire. He doésie@ounce the decadence of
the Caesaréind the only time he was interrogated about tax, his answer is
unavoidable. Jesus was called Othe King of the Jawé ®ilate (who is still
renowned for his extreme paranoia) had seen the slightest suggestion of a
political threat, he would certainly have judged him. But Pilate himself found
Jesus not guilty of hankering after powven he was conscious that Jesus
really had founded a utopia that wast of this world.

People can sacrifice every ideal as a means of reaching their goal b every
ideal, no matter how pious. Every ideal is explosive; all except that one ideal
that has as its goal the protection of everyone who becomes a sathéce.
ideal of helping everyone who is fering because of ideals: that is the ideal
that Jesus lived. | know of only one faith that doesa@ifice anymore: the
faith in which God is himself the sacrific&he faith in which thé.amb
rules. (Revelation 5:6; 7:17; 22:1) In circles of violence everyone wants to
win and hold powerBut that can only happen without God. For God is the
only God in history who lost.
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Through frosted glass

(On the ten most unintelligible Bible texts)

OThe best we can experience is the mystesythe source of all true art
and sciencelhe one who doesnkhow this emotion, who can no longer
stand in amazement and bewilderment, is as good as dead.O
Albert Einstein
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Sneaky faith

OWhat will those do who are baptised for the d¢a8Z9)
1 Corinthians 15:12-34

You get baptisetbr the dead what is that nowBnother nebulous
practice that has disappeared over the centuries. Someone has counted more
than thirty diferent interpretationsk

Let me appeal to what is already cl@drere is a materialistic group in
Corinth; what they can see is all there is and there is no life after death.
(15:12) Paul can well appreciate that, but there is just one problem: Jesus.
Among all the raw material was a Person who defied the laws of Nature and
rose from the dead. Since then it is possible to believe that there is life after
death. (15:20-22) Paul devoted every hour of his life to passing thidl on.
his preaching was on this subject, all his hope was based on it, and in an
arena in Ephesus he had personally fought with wild beasts over it.
(15:30-32)All his current living would be meaningless if there is nothing
beyond this lifeWhat life wouldntbe senseless anywal!5:15-19)And
also the mysterious Corinthian church custom of being Obaptised for the
dead.O

Evidently the Corinthians sneakily believed in life after death and
emphatically made allowances for their deceased loved ones. One of the
thirty interpretations agrees with that; the most plausible: some of them were
baptised for the second time, taking the place of loved ones who had never
been baptised but who had died. Just to be sure, you never know

Paul played along with thi¥ou lot only believe in what you can see,
right? But while you get yourselves baptised for the dead, sneakily you
actually believe thers@ore. Rather inconsistent, wouldyd say? Just as
if you really believe in nothing at all, but yet you experiment with crystal-ball
gazing anduija-boardsAnd later sit and listen to tHgt. Matthew®Passion
for the sake of appearances, not the con¥mt.laugh about it scornfullyet
every day you make sure you read your horoscpe you genuinely quake
at an occult thriller YouOve got your own little rituals for getting through an
important examAnd perhaps a talisman dangling from your +&aw mirror
or a mascot you take to a mat@he Church is out of date but Buddhism is
very interesting. Never set foot inside a church except for weddings and
funerals, or sometimes at Christmas. Suddenly get a religious feeling at a
concert or standing beside a majestic watedaitl if youOre critically ill,
still be prepared to pray and hope youOll be going to Heaven.

It@ all so wishy-washyrou see only a few real unbelievettsat® as clear
as mud, isrt@. Most of them pick and choosEheysaythat Christ never
rose from the dead, but live in the meantime as if heYdid.do live as if
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there®more than this life. Psychologists talk about Oeternal optimismO, a
quiet presupposition behind all our decisions that helps us feel that it all
makes sens&ou create, relate, trying to hang on to the idea that nothing will
ever change. ONo one can budye#th, but our deepest longing is to be
remembered Bsalm 49:12) If you dob&xtually change anything in this life
you feel youOre useled&/e never think about our end, because shettGugh

to drive anyone crazy; you really have to live with an unspoken feeling that
it@ permanent, otherwise you would never attempt anything.

Many people say that life is only mafteut then treat it as if it has
meaning.You get baptised for the deadE But thataronsistent, says Paul,
you have to take this seriousou say emphatically that Christ haspeen
resurrected, but without a momentiabught you long for eternal life and you
live as if it® true.You shove that deep longing aside if you go on denying
that thereOmore.You would feel meaningless in an exclusively technical
world of things-things-thingslake yourself seriouslyfhat® how PaukD
entertaining move goes: just consign our inconsistencies to Christ.

Not long ago | hardly believed anything anymore and for years | never
went near a church congregation. But | still remained a member
Subsequentlyl think membership of the congregation felt like a life
assurance. Just for safatg@ke.A bit like baptism for the dead. Still trying
to calm that restless feeling that something daegnte fit. Until that
moment when | saw through the hypocrigyen | could believe again. Since
then | have been kept busy on the dizzying voyage of discovery of what
precisely that belief is. | feel as if IOm a sort of Columbus, but in an endless
America.There®always a new surprise beyond the horizon

If you take your comfort toy awayou immediately tend to panic (Psalm
9;23) b but thatOs just when real faith cangemésur faith-substitute keeps
you calm. For instance, you act a bit religious or go piously to Church every
Sunday or you work extra hard or youOre forever busy with the kids B purely
to calm your deepest longings for a better world. But it doegm®. Choose
ratherthe real thing. If you take your own longings serioustwake God
your choice.
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You may not know anything about me, except my pin-
code

OThis calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the
number of the beast, for it is a mamOmberHis number is 666(03:18)
Revelation 13:1-18

What if you find a note at the station that includes a numeric code?
Probably youOd chuck it awut if you really wanted to make trouble,
youOd walk directly to the safe-deposits and keep trying until all of a sudden
one opens up.

John deliberately leaves a note with a numeric code lying about in the
streetAnd invites us to solve the riddle of who the code relates to. But you
haventgot at the Otreasuye®©The trouble is there are innumerable safes.

You could travel the world and still not have found the one that your code
will fit. But itG also possible that you can open more than one safe using the
same codeEfou have to look for them

And that was precisely Jolnidtention.Throughout the centuries his
code has been applied to any number people. Usually the trick is to give each
letter a numerical value (in English a =1, b B 2, and so on). In this way 666
can apply to Nero, but also to Domitian Cagaad later to countless popes,
Luther, Hitler and RegariThe last | heard was about the Internet: thei®wO
Hebrew is the sixth letter of the alphabet, so www is 6@6ifl at the back
of this book you will also find 666, reallif you have a look at the longest
stripes of each barode, because there are always three, and see what total
the shorter stripes represent, yep, 666 again. Is this book also branded with
the mark of the Beast?

Luckily it says: OWhoever hasightEO (13:18) Only those with insight _
can calculate this, otherwise the whole thing gets out of hand. Joht didnO
leave himote lying about for thieves, who try to make it fit Luther and
suchlike (funnily enough, it does fit him), but for those on whom this
Owealthéan advantageously be spent.

And thus it appears to be a code that fits several Osafe-deposit boxesO: 666
doesnstand for just one distinct person, but every period has its own 666.
Even so, there ishjist one antichrist (according to John 2:18) but more
antichrists. It apparently stands fostgle,the style of a series of antichristian
rulers.These rulers are recognizablEhey are similar to Jesus, but as you
dig a bit deeperyou notice their real intentions.(12)ITheir government is
global and has religious features. (13:12-IHdgy will not accept any other
vision (13:15)And one of their weapons is the exclusion of dissidents from
access to the econont(3:16,17)
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Therefore John leaves it vague. He doelea@e the Osafad in the open
(I mean a distinct name that applies to just one figure), but a code that fits
more names. Now our calculations wioml@ays work outWe can never be
falsely reassured by neatly sticking the name on some person in the distant
future.We cantbe precise but must always be on the lookout and remain
constantly alert. (Matthew 24:43-44) In that there lies the threat of 666.

Christians are sometimes afraid of the number 666 itself. People avoid
using it on numbeboards and house-numbers. Funny to find 666 written on
Solomonpayslip every year! (1 Kings 10:143 if the Bible would make it
clear that it doesh€efer to the total, but to the pattern. So danyQo settle it
once and for all, keep searching.

666 is a wonderful total. It is the sum of all the numbers from 1 to 36
(thus, if you add up 1+2+3 +E+36 = 666\nd again 36 = 6 x 6. Every
factor of the total 666 is 6. In Judaism, 6 stands for the 6 days of Creation,
thus for what is earthlwhereby the last day is not reckoned with the rest.
All the earth, without rest, is indeed demonic: hysterically searching for
enjoyment without ever being satisfied. It you calculate the total for Jesus
then you come to 888.ctually a new week began with him, a new creation.
Jesus is the Creator + 1, God plus human life: he is God and man.

From Jesus we dangt a code, but just his NanWe get the wealth
immediately That is the diierence with evilWith evil you have to
understand and search for the code, it is constantly changing itsTioem.
Saviour of the world never changes and you know him
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The eternal now

OThis generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have
happened.24:34)
Matthew 24:29-35 (eventually 24:1-51)

Pardon? Is Jesus promising here that heOll come back within just one
generation? If so, then something has gone badly wrong with his planning,
because he is already 2000 years too YaiaOd expect him to keep to his
own timetable better than that.

Indeed some Christians at that time thought that God was Odilly-dallying®.
(2 Peter 3:9) Many of today/@ible commentators suggest that the early
Christians believed Jesus would return quicklighin just a few years. But
when that didrt®appen, many were disappointed and had to readjust their
earliest theologylesusg&latement that Othis generation will experience all
these things@ust therefore be datbéefole the correction. Either it must
have been dreamed up by early Christians who were far too hopeful, or Jesus
himself made a miscalculation.

However in that case Matthew@Gospel must be dated afteD.70. After
all, in that year the temple was destroyed and Jesus had detailed that in the
same discourse. (24:1-Z8hen it would have been invented after the
destruction of the temple. But if they were busy cooking this up, why take
note of such an Qunrealissitfement, that Christ would return within one
generation? IA.D.62 countless Christians were molested by Nero and with
the then current life expectanat least half the eyewitnesses died. If youOre
busy Oshredding in the meantime undoubtedly disappointed as well,
why don©you shred the Ounrealispec@nise as well while youOre at it?

But there it still stands. Unbelievable. Unless itiStorical and Jesus
meant something other than what we think. It so happens that he was
preaching to provoke his disciples who were proudly doing a bit of
sightseeing around the templéen for the most part his discourse is not
about the end of the world, but about the end oteheple.OWhen will this
destruction take place®@ disciples ask. (24:4nd then comes the answer:
Owithin this generation, in fact{®4:34)

This prophecy of Jesus is not about the Second Coming, but about the
destruction of the templénd this did actually happen 40 years after this
discourseThe confusion arises because Jesus joined this catastrophe
seamlessly with that of the worldou find the transition from temple to
world in 24:29 (and in parallel passages in Mark 13:24 and Luke 21:25).
Jesus first looked at the near future but then suddenly turned to the wider
aspect of what lies beyond that.
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Even so, this expansion of perspective is suddenly bewildering. In one
instant we find ourselves thrown frofnD.70 to the Second Coming B and
that still has to happen. Spanning 2000 years with a nonchalant gesture, just
like that. In his writing Matthew goes too far when he states that the Second
Coming will occur Oimmediatelgfier the destruction of the temple. (24:29)
Two thousand years immediatel? And then, to the criminal besidesus
on the cross: Ol assure yaayyou will be with me in Paradisgl(ike
23:43)

_ That®what you call Jesupfdphetic pride! Because, naturallyis isn©
Oswinging the leadN@urally no accident happened and he didinDinto
any delayHe is raring to come back. It can happen at any mombat.
kingdom is about to dawn. (Luke 21:31)sltD the starting-line  weOve
only been waiting 2000 years for thefO&f

Now don€get cynical. Cynicism is what overtook some of the early
Christians, and we can still fall into it. dt&feeling of being shut out, that it
will never be any dferent, that there will never be a definitive solution, that
at the heart of it everything will stay the same. But we do live in that
Oimmediatelwe live in that one quick word Onowany moment, any
minute now it could have happened to everything and everyone.
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If paper looks like concete

ONo man can redeem the life of anotiherransom for a life is costlyE
death is their shepherd39:8,9,15)
(Psalm 49)

Just this one thing is missing from the QkktamentVirtually
everything that is fulfilled in Jesus has already been revedhedmore |
read the Old'estament, the less new the Ne&@stament appears to be. So
much of what is unveiled there, invariably seems to be ages-old breaking
news.The Jews are more closely related to us than we think. But only one
thing is lacking: the expectation of a life after this one.

Wherever you read, death is always the ultimate end. For that matter
Judaism is still vague about4.human life is a mere speck of dust and the
dead disappear into nothingness. (Psalm 39:6; 89:48; 146:4; Proverbs 9:4-6;
Job 10:20-22) Our only consolation at a funeral today D that our loved one is
alive in Heaven b is not mentioned anywhere. Psalm 146 only promises
salvation to the next of kin, and ordyring their lifetime: OGod upholds the
cause of the oppressed, and gives food to the hdifgtyddoesnthappen
now then it will never happen again.

That® short sighted, you would judge on reflectidine dead can indeed
honour God (Revelation 7:10 versus Psalm 6:6; 30:1018&t5:17)There
really is a life after death and everything doekae to be accomplished in
the here and nawouOre sitting in a car and the brakes fail, and you crash at
high speed into a wall. But the wall is made of papeat®the New
Testament discoveryou can pass through death. Death is not made of
concrete but papebeath is the setting for a soap-opera.

In those days, why did God restrain himself like that, while later in
Revelation the metaphors tumble over one anptitenow God can
enthusiastically shows us the futudgdu can only guess. In every case
people did want to live forever in those days. OIf a man dies, can he live
again?Then | shall live in hope(@ob 14:5-22. See also Psalm 23:4; 103:17)
And sometimes it looks as if they really do believe in eternal life. Many
nations around Israel certainly believed ifmhe Israelites themselves had to
build the Egyptian pyramids; mummies travelled to an eternal somewhere.
But it sticks out like a sore thumb that the Israelites refused to believe
anything about itAs if they would firmly maintain that death is anemy
Not like in heathenism where they tried to make friends with death, as
something thasctually worth living farOWh no one dying, no life would
be possible B that is the modern variant. ODeath is part of the Meal.0
death is not part of it! Judaism refuses to allow good and evil to coalesce and
to tone down the threat of death by dreaming about eternal life.
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Otherwise Heaven would quickly become just a sweeté&aethly life
isn®much nowbut later it becomes beautiful. OEverything will be OK.O But
you don€find the Bible proclaiming an easy fix. God has created this world
and chosen to maintain it in existentaereforenowis unbelievably
important. No putting it dftill later. God doesn@o that eitherGod loves the
here and now! (John 3:16; 2:2; 4:9) Jesus was born on earth, not in Heaven.
In spite of all the disappointment, Judaism held on to the fact that God works
now

Perhaps God has restrained himself from talking about Heaven, because
otherwise Judaism in all its pain would have drifted away from the present,
embraced death as a friend, and thus melted down the tension between good
and evil. But just before Jesus came, God could restrain himself no longer
and drizzled a knowledge of Heaven over Judaidmen came the absurd
disentanglement. God himself paid the sky-high price of death (49:8,9) Since
then God, not death, is the shepherd. Death crawls kefioré49:15)The
paper tiger
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A furious Jesus

OPay attention to everything the Pharisees tell you and act accordinglyE
Pharisees, you are hypocritd®@mbstones! Morons! (23:3,17,27,29)
Matthew 23:1-12, 29-30

This furious outburst from Jesus is downright unbelievable.

IOve always been taught that the Pharisees were bad, completely hogtied
by dismal, pernickety rule¥ou mustnpeel and eat a windfall apple
because, O vey! perhaps it felf tfie tree on the Sabbath, and that would be
working, and breaks the Sabbath commandmentEChrist has set us free from
these finicky regulations.

Now, secondlyJesus himself says that you do have to listen to the
Pharisees, and you have to do what they sayE(28t8)they better than we
were led to believe, then? But further on, the Pharisees are a lot worse than
we thoughtThey are hypocrites, morons, snakes in the ghéess!they even
make their proselytes ripe for Hell. (23:15) So,dea€have to listen to
them now?

And thirdly | can€understand how such a wise and friendly man as Jesus
can get so riled ugnd furthermore, his fervour doesis@em fairTime and
again Jesus called them Oactorg,he Pharisees desperately wanted to be
the genuine article. Countless Pharisaic writings have been preserved, but
nowhere do they make such a pettyatgnce between swearing by the
temple and by the gold of the temple. (23:17A®&] if, for instance, they did
nothing, then that was eating non-kosher camel meat, not to sginG@or
it. How does Jesus arrive at th&Py is he so extreme and unreasonable?

You can be sure that you could cut have the tension with a Khige.
Pharisees want Jesus deBldey only need a handy complaint against him,
that®all. But Jesus has got it sussed. He standsbierand Zechariah
(23:35)Abel was the first righteous person to be murdered, Zechariah the
last, (Genesis 4:8 and 2 Chronicles 24:17-22, that is the last book in the
Hebrew Bible.)This people had got rid of everyone frénto Z and now all
this blood that had been unjustly shed comes together in the person of Jesus.

At that time they must have been wise to the unreasonableness of JesusO
accusation. But he formulates it so incongruously that you must see right
through it.Then you discover that &@eally all about Jesus himselésuss
the new temple of God and he is the true aad lives in him and through
him the nation is granted an amnestypoint of fact the Pharisees donO
differentiate between the temple and the temple goldhbytae so finicky
about separating Jesusofn God. They swear by the Oinsigéfhe temple,
by the gold in the temple, and by Gdthey believe in God. But Jesus, the
genuine OoutsidefdGod, his temple, they brush aside. (John 5:23)
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That is the deeper meaning of what the Pharisees fBaat® why we
have to listen to them and take the Qédtament more seriouslye can
write off their petty rules quite so readily as we did in the pasty contain
a deep wisdom about who Jesus is. GodIBs reveal that we camiake it.
(See page 84 and 9@ind yet, rules want us to have the good life, rules are
gentle. Helping hands that nudge you in the right direction.

If you don©handle the rules properly then you imply that you can follow
them perfectlyAnd then you don@llow them gentlybut rigidly. You lay a
yoke on yourself and then kid yourself, that by beavering away at them you
canmake it.That was the mistake the Pharisees made; not that they didnO
stick to the rules, but that they followed them in a wrong. wWagy didnO
see the depth of them: that they all pointed to Jesnaficipation. Jesus is
the answer to our impotence. He lived faultlessly and followed all the rules
(Hebrews 4:154ll his life he lived gently and considerately

Are we often so condescending towards the Jewish laws because we
would rather not know how guilty we are ourselvVéguldn©we rather have
a sickly Jesus? Jesus provokes. He knows that later we will all too readily
depict him as an eternally mild man, including his wan srafter Matthew
23 that&no longer possible. Heéither an unbalanced loudmouth, or he is
someone who is justly furious if we mess about, trying to separate him from
God. HeOs either a weirdo or the Saviour of the world.
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The sun is blown away

Ovelke up, Lord why are you aslee2424)
Psalm 44:18-27 (eventually Romans 8:18-30)

A young soldier fought in the hell that was Stalingrad. His father
preachersaved his last lettein which he wrote: Ol have sought God in every
alleyway in every ruined house, on every corrierevery comrade,
whenever | lay on my bunk, whenever | looked towards the heavens. God
never let himself be seen when my heart was crying out for him. No,,father
there is no GodAnd if there really is a God, that@nly how it is with you, in
the hymnbooks, the prayers, in the pious messages of the priests and pastors,
in the ringing of the bells and the smell of the incense D but certainly not in
Stalingrad.O

In 1940, as many as 300,000 Jews were transported to an enclosed area in
Warsaw On top of that, during the time they were there, they were either all
murdered or taken away to a camfter the war someone found the
following text on a wall in the empty ghetto: Ol believe in the sun, even when
itG not shining. | believe in love, even if | doaéhse it. | also believe in
God, even if | catGee him.O

The soldier in Stalingrad, the JewWarsaw For the one, God was only
incense, for the otheGod was more real than the stihis was their
guestion: is God more real than the sun, or is God like incense? Is God just
hidden for the time being but will shortly shine like the sun on the horizon B
or is he blown away like incense, never to come back again?

When | saw intense defing | often asked: God, why? If felt as if God
had deceived me and misled the world. (Jeremiah 4:10; 15:18) God felt more
and more like a dead weight. | sawfsuhg and sutred because of it, but
more than once that brought me a problem with God. He made everything
even worse. No comfort B excess baggdgel then God just blew away
Incense. He had made a nice lot of smoke but that was gone for good. God
was something for then, not now

| was waiting to be released from the why-question.tBeiquestion
wouldnBgo awayAnd slowly | realised that everyone asks the question,
why? Whoever doesh@sk why has stued his feelings awayFor everyone,
the religious and the non-religious, fauing is a terrible mysteryhere is
only one diference: the believer has hope.

Doing away with God doesngt rid of the question, but all hope of an
answerThe Owhy@mains and becomes even more malicious. | kept on
asking why but I was askingo one If God exists then you ask yourself
where he is. If God doegr&dist then there@o one you can approadtou
don®know any more why you should ask anythiBg | prefer a father who
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never comes, to someone who is no father aff&k?pain of the believer is
that the possibility of salvation is not realised yet, the pain of the unbeliever
is that thereXho more possibilitySufering remains a mysterput now it
had become a hopeless myst&wpd appeared to be just a dead weight, but
the emptiness of space seems even more unbearable, because of how heavy
emptiness is.

I lived first of all in a dishonest world, but now that | had said farewell to
God | lived in a meaningless worlind | didn®understand any longer why
evil really was evil. | feltit, | felt it everywhere, but wastit just the way
things are? Completely by chance, pointless outer space had taken me for a
ride, overwhelmed by a ponderous destiny © whol wen, to protest and
call that evil, thagnormal isnQt? That® also very similar to what many
Christians say: you must acceptfeuhg, it is all the will of God, and you
can®do anything about it. God does what he likes, andstita®t if God
simply coincides with this life, then we caaBd anything to it, and he
doesntadd anything eithefo see God in everything is to abolish God.

| would rather keep on calling pailishonestNot just senseless. Because
| wanted to keep on fighting and questioning. If | were to give up God, |
would give up the world, | would give myself jnd so God slowly
becomes like the sun again. | dosé& him shining, but he must exist and can
reappear at any time. | must carry on asking, only then will it become a bit
more pleasant here D but the only reason to keep on fighting is because |
know there©Someone fighting with m&hen theremeaning in my asking
guestions and going forward. Only as God sympathises with my questions do
| feel that | am being taken serioudlythere is no God to sympathise with
me, | might just as well give uphen | phone around with a computerized
voice and there are thousands on the lookout foiTimen | stand in front of
an empty hall to act out a tragedlyen | oganise a mega-feast and no one
shows up. If God exists, then | exist too. Everyone, believers and unbelievers
alike, ask their gods Owélyknow of only one God who gues with himself.
OMy God, my God, why have you forsaken rng@@Jesus on the cross.
Only such a God knows you just as you are. Only with such a God can you
feel at home.

(To be continued)
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The sun is blown away (contOd)

OlIf you had been here, Lord, my brother would not have (22 032)
John 1:1-44

During his lifetime Jesus raised three people from the déwed.
adolescent boy from Nain, the young daughter of Jairus, and his friend
Lazarus. (Luke7; Mark 5; Johi )L And with two of thenhe came too late.

If heOd arrived earlier JairagsDghter would have still been alive, and if he
hadn@et himself be delayed, Lazarus wouldnéve died. I&as if henow
passing byAs if Jesus lets himself be delayed for 2000 years, is busy with
something, and so everyone is unlucky and dies. Delay

Just before he died Jesus told a series of stories that are about this delay
They are about the meaning of lifgbout the question of the centuries after
him. Soon he would be dying himself, and everything around him is
extremely tense, and at that very moment he tells the deepest there is to tell
about life. (Matthew 21:33-46; 22:1-14; 25:1-13; 25:14-30; 25:31-46) If you
bring the parables togetheou get a picture of a God who has gone abroad
to prepare a feastou see him as it were decorating the banqueting hall, he
puts the chairs out, hangs up the pageins And obviously heOll need time
to do all thatWeOre not there y#te live as partygoers, as people who are
on the point of going on an outingle hop from one foot to the other with
the suspense, we stand in the hallway with our best clothes on, a blush on our
cheeks, almost, almoststébout to happen.

Jesus said that he was going away Oto prepare a placdfdoua®y
Fathef3 house has mampfaces to stayO. (John14:2) He describessGodO
palace as a royal facility with countless unitsink about luxurious hotel
rooms.And Christ goes to make these rooms re@tipt makes you think of
charladies. Shaking the blankets out, laying out clean towels, sweeping the
floors and so onEThis picture is not so silly as it seems, because he had just
been doing some cleaning work himself; he had washed the feet of others.
(John 13) Or is he doing some building work, as He did on earth as a
carpenter? But in any case, whershre@dywe can take up residence. Ready
for the eternal holiday in a mega-star hotel.

Someone angrily asked my girlfriend: OWhat was he doing up ivase?
he paperhanging while his Jews were burninguschwitz?O HasnGod got
anything better to do than odd jobs while the world goes to the dogs? | just
saw a comic-strip iMetro in which God goes to the toilet, and when he
comes back a nuclear war has broken out.

The questions keep comiryeOre still waiting. Because God is not just
busy with decorating the banqueting hall, but also with the invitations. He is
still searching for the hundredth sheep that has wandered sayayJesus.
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But that means that he has Oleft the other ninety-nine in the
wildernes)Luke 15:4)WeOre still living in a wilderness, because God still
wants a lot more people to be at his feast.

And in all the previous centuries the people lived in the wilderness,
because we must come to the feast as well. OAll these people have not seen
the fulfilment of what they were promised, because God watliein@em
reach maturityvithout usQHebrews 1:39,40)The generations before us
have had to wait so that we could be invi#®dd we must still wait, so that a
lot more people can enjoy the feast i®if a wedding has been postponed
because the bridal couple are still busy retrieving the addresses of long lost
friends.

God leaves us behind in the wilderness while he searches for the
hundredth sheep\nd he®kept us waiting for a long tim&here have been a
lot of predators aboutVe call out to the shepherd to see if he can come back
at last. But we know we do it for that hundredth shé&¢pne time we were
that hundredth sheefind we know that once it is found and is brought back
into the fold, we foget everything else and are relieved that we must wait.

The Sabbath between the death of Christ on Friday and his resurrection
on Sunday morning is called Othe silent SatufdaiAdlland). But weOve
been living for 2000 years in a silent Saturdafg have lost Christ and dan®
know for sure that he will returiVhat we really need is a sigh first ray of
light, a first signathat the sun hasri@own away but that the dayaiéy is
going to dawnThat God will really come back and make everything clearer
however long the night has lastdthat God is actually like the sun.

The world is handicapped and | know of no power that can rescue it.
Everything has been tried alreatyt it doesrt@vork. There®only one thing
by which | hope that it ever could be rescued, a small flash of light in the
night, like a beam of sunlight peeping above the horizon: a resurrection of
Someone long ago.
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Puny faith

R OlIf you had faith as a mustard-seed, you would say to this mulberry-tree,
OBe uprooted and be planted in the seaO and it would obefl yd).O
Luke 17:1-10 (eventually 17:10-21)

Faith is nasveA mulberry-tree has an exceptionally deep and widely
bifurcated root system. But that it could break loose and flintif the sea
and be replanted B where even longer roots would be necessary? In fact,
entire mountains are not a problem. (Matthew 17:20; John 14:20) If you only
had a puny faith, you wouldni§ave to think of going tdustria for your
holiday, but have thélps come fluttering over here and plonk down next to
your East End tower block.

I haventhad any reports of any rustling mulberry-trees passing by
Maybe such a feat would have been a piece of cake to a Mettesa, or
someone like heAnd why are thélps still standing where theyOve always
stood? Sweet dreams for Jesus, but nasve, surely

MotherTeresa did greater things than getting mulberry-trees.t8fiy if
it were necessayghe would have had mulberry-trees flying about. Or
equally danced a polonaise while learning the Declaration of Independence
off by heart.

By why didn©Teresa get any mulberry-trees to fly? Because it would
have been bragging. In the woddfyes Christians are Oonly servantsO: it does
no good to draw attention to yourself, becauseniéGnore than your
responsibility (17:7-10) Faith works, but not boastfuNMou canO
demonstrate very much. God is not a God who brags. Christians are not
required to display a lot of impressive behavidstentatious church
buildings, in-youtface slogans, enviable membership totals b it sooner
indicates moderation than vitaliffhe Early Church didh®ave any neon
lights on its fasade, but could only draw @hthusin the sand with a
trembling hand.

OGod has put us apostles on display at the end of the procéesiave
been made a spectacle to the whole wofld@arinthians 4:9, see also John
14:30,31) If you heal ten malaria patients, only one will come back to thank
you (17:18) OThe kingdom of God doesnfde with careful
observation.(17:20) Jesus walked mutely to the cross. God has whistled his
way through history(See page 32 and 74). Here and there he healed
somebodylt is a greater disgrace to shout about God than to keep quiet about
him.

But still, what sort of language is this: ONothing will be impossible for
youO? (Matthew 17:20) Istitat hopelessly manic, childish as well? It
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sounds so typicalbimerican: if you really want to do it, buddyou canYou
can do anything, go for it!

I dontf)believg | can wish a Jesus on the world who said: OFaith can do a
lot, OK, but can@et mulberry-trees to fl§rhat sounds a bit more down to
earth, but then you introduce a Othattda@onely God.You turn life into
something severely constrictékhere are prayers that God clearly ¢d@O
associated withAnd you give up searchinhat®why Jesus refused to
speak subtlyln this case a nuance would be deadly for a wavering disciple.
There®an enormous power in O that the@one.Dworks like an oil slick.

If the one cart(then very rapidly the next one caaither You can be
devoured by Othat cah®done.O

Then youOve become cynical. Jesus refused to give the slightest occasion
for this kind of cynicism:_believing is so fdult, | really don€knowE He
knocks every Othat cah®donefdom your hands with his absurd statement.
Not a single excuse will do. God can do everything, so weOre not restricted at
all. If there®a problem somewhere, thes #th the believerdvhy cant
get a mulberry-tree to fly? Because my faith is more puny than a mustard
seed. | am nowhere near mature enough for the nasvetZ of faith.

You have to discover commonsense. Commonsense comes through
surprises. If commonsense is your starting-point, you start with what you
think can be done, and that is always too lifileticipate more than you
expect.
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Cosmic Energy gets hairy armpits.

OThat which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our own eyes and looked at, and our hands have touched, that
is what we proclaim: this is th&ord of life.@1:1)

1 John 1:1-4 (eventually Hedws 2:5-18)

OHe, who as God, knows no sleep, slumbers on a cushion. He who knew
who Judas was, was betrayed by Judas. He who was honoured as God, was
reviled. He who secured the heavens upon nothing, is himself attached to the
cross. He who gives life to all, his side was pierced with a sgeawho
awakens the dead, is laid in a grave.O

This was written by one Hippolytus, around the y&&. 200, and you
can sense the bewilderment that ran through Jdme$des immediately
after his resurrection, and still has the Church with her hands in heGbdir
became marAll the thinking of Christianity has really only one purpose: to
attempt to understand why/hy did God become man¥hy did the
immeasurable become computable, the perfect terrestrial, the beautiful grimy
the Highest a cell-clusteNdu know beforehand that you wogsp it.You
canOsay anything about it and yet at the same time you have to. For if this is
true, then you simply have to do with the mostré&aching and most unique
happening evelou just try and keep quiet abdhat=(1:1)

The little bit that the Church has learned to say about it does come close:
that God became mam order to save udn some way or other humanity has
to be saved (that is still not the mosfidiilt step, just look around you) and
God wished to do that through sharing in our existence (and then your mouth
immediately falls open)\e can only be saved if God skarour life. We
haventyot a hero here whoganizes a pitched battle to undertake our
rescue, or slays seven dragons, pulisoime clever tricks and defeats a
villain B this hero rescues us by beconming ofus.(See page 28 and 40.)

An undercover operation is the only thing with which this can be
comparedThink about the director of a factory who goes onto the workshop
floor in ordinary working geamand sees, feels and senses whatikéto be
one of the workersThere are countless myths and fairytales about a god, for
example, who comes down to earth, or a prince who becomes a pauper for a
while. Temporarily If Kent Clark takes dthis off-the-peg suit, he becomes
Superman once again. In the stories the Qgatitays visiting irdisguise.

And that is the dferenceThe thing is, God didh@ome under coveHe
wasnONearmg a mask. Supposing Kent Clark couldgrebhis suit dfagain;
he®d be stuck with his human body and to become Superman just like that
would be no longer possible.
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Thus the revolution of Christianity is that Gbdcameman. Not just
appeared to be, but iBhe stories are guessing in the right direction, they
suspect something of the wondeuat donfimake the decisive step. But if
God were only on earth in disguise, nothing would have chaAgesi matter
of fact, Godunderstandsis from way back; he could sympathise with us for
a long time. But he had &xperiencét as well.That is definitely something
else; you can still understand so much, but only as you experience it do you
fully comprehend it. 1€he diference between just looking Rtanic or
perishing with her yourself. God decided that it waenBugh just to look at
theTitanic, but that he had to get on board himself and perish with the
passengers D and so save the passengers.

TheTitanic was lost and virtually no one was rescued because there was
no God on boardrhat® how the earth would perish if God just watched the
film from the safety of heaven and ditln@me aboard. People coultinO
manage it on their owiweOre bound to be shipwrecked if we do the steering.
Thus, if Jesus is only a man, then his entire undertaking is honsense. God
himself must personally get involved. B

God becoming human means that he ddesn@atching the film, but
leaves his house, climbs on board Titanic and by going through the
disaster saves every individual who clings to him. If God had never become a
genuine human being there would only bed&a of our rescue; if someone
in the cinema calls out: OLook out behind yBut@oesr®@elp.And if this
person were not God at one and the same time, if Jesus was only the
umpteenth prophet, there would have beetmope of a rescuenyway
There were also people on thiganic that issued warnings, but neither was
that enoughwWe have tdesaved.

(To be continued)
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Cosmic Energy gets hairy armpits (contOd)

Oln the beginning was térd, and thé&Vord became human and lived
among us.Q:1, 14)
John 1:1-17

_ TheWord became flestAt that particular time, the Greek word for
Owrd®ounded a bit vague, the way our word @gaBoes The NewAge
movement often rants on about Ognéelds@nd so, we are permeated with
cosmic Enagy B that sort of stiyf prose.You could translate John 1:1
equally well like this: Oln the beginning was Eyemd Enagy became
human and lived among us.0

Then you immediately hear what sort of a nuisance John is; from
something supevague he makes something suftexible. The NewAge
movement back then, the Gnostics, found this utter lymetyrally But
that®what John was aiming at. Because, if heOd written OGod became
human,@hich is exactly what he means, then the M@ers would have
said that Engy is on a higher plane than God and that God is actually a kind
of Enegy. Today NewAge doctrine claims that all gods are derived from the
self-contained\ll. But John chose here timostabstract andnosthigh that
derives from nowhere, above which nothing stands, and with a broad grin he
says that i€preciselythat which became flesh and blood, cells, armpit,hair
sweatk

There is no escape; theosthigh received a human badfthat body
were a disguise, it would change nothiligen God would still be watching
Ofilm@nd not genuinelgxperiencingour pain and joyNow he has become
the most intimate with us. God has stepped into the film.

For four centuries the Church was busy trying to reduce this mystery
down to something concise and cogent. Eventuial.D. 451 something
was produced at Chalcedon: Christ is real man and real God at the same time,
and these two natures are Owithout confusion, without change, without
division, without separationO. Read that once again carefully and you will
notice that this cannot be. It is thoughtlessly illogical, it is self-contradictory
The Church Fathers were aware of this, but could do nothing abbbai®
simply how theyOd heardAll the separate bits of information they had
about Jesus led up to ttdsmystery

The Church could have tackled it much more eadédgus is part man and
part God, or only man or only God, or something in between. Something like
that.And on the fringe of the Church there have always been groups that
have taught these more understandable options. But the Church just searched
for the most sophisticated. Heresies (to use that unpleasant word just once)
have always been less contradictory than what the Church teaches, heresies
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are always more understandaflae heterodox talk too much and research
too little. (1:4,1) Cabaret artist Fons Jansen: Oln fact, God is much better
understood if you should know how he fits togeffire Church listened and
could do little else than relate an absurd contradiction. Only a contradiction
can save us b and God is that person.

God has become no more than that. God tiseddme a woman. God
didn®become a Negro or a Gypsyod wasrtdorn in the nineteenth century
or in the Stonége. Gods didrtdinish up in an electric chaiGod didn®
become a computer scientist. Does Jesus understand me now that IOm black
and he arab? Does he understand me if IOm love-sick but he never had an
affair? Does he understand me if IOnfiesirfy with a whiplash and he never
drove a car?

God chose beforehand to become a specific individual. He dsesed
me because IOm a man, or because | also have a beard, or because | also know
Greek D he saved me because Ipensan.Only by becoming a complete,
specific person can he save anyons.itibonly about me; thesep B
stipulation that he should save rii¢hat is most important is that he dogésnO
just watch the film any more, but is empathetically involved in the film. He
becomes like all the playerss a member of the cast you caelfhg to one
of the viewers, only to a hei the film. Now that we perish (with man and
mousg God comes himself and saves, no matter who you are.
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God abandons God

OAnd Jesus cried out in a loud voiglei, Eloi, lama sachhthani?ﬁ)at
is to say: My God, my God, why have you forsaken ni2”a6)
Matthew 27:45-56 (eventually Psalm 22)

Everything goes wrond@.he person who had rejected no one is rejected.
The person who healed lepers is looked upon as a Bp&od! It was God
himself who rejected the most beautiful personality .eMéthe people
deserted him, Peter denied him, the Pharisees judged him, and now it appears
that God gathers with this crowd to cry out with everyone: away with him!
How can God do such a thinghat®it all about, if God himself can desert
Jesus?

And it gets even more staggering. God abandaw God distances
himself from himself. Jesus cries out: OMy God, why have you forsaken
yoursel?OHe who is One is torn asund€&he foundations of the universe are
fissured. Nothing is whole or logical any longiéin fact the onlywhole is
broken apart. God sets himself aside. God disqualifies himself. God declares
himself bankrupt.

Christians are intent on making everything more understandable. Only a
little bit of Christ, the human part, would be deserted by Gbdt is still an
old fiasco, because the Church teaches literally that God and man are
Oundivided® Christ: if the person is abandoned, so is his dividtherwise
it feels too easyAnd if God didrﬁ)suﬁer on the cross, who saves us then?
ThepersonJesus? But havendke just discovered that only God can save us?

Whoever makes this understandable, makes understandable something
that was way beyond Chri§then you can go and sit down to contemplate
what Christ himself didn@nderstandThat seems to be quite arrogant to me.
The theologian behaves like someone who stands by the cross. Christ cries
out, and the theologian just coughs, looks important and begins to chatter:
ONow look, Jesus, this is how it is, God forsakes you becauseEO
_ If God cries Owh@ve dontsay Obecausat@he most you might also say
OwhyBut even so, all of theology is an attempt to say just a little OthereforeO
to JesusTheology has come to realise that unless Christ was abandoned by
God there would never have been any Christianity anylilaat there is
something at stake here that would decide the rest of human histeng
takes all the stick, as it were. In that hdexsf, our suring has an end. In
that he is forsaken, we will not be completely abandoned. In that God leaves
him, he will come back to us.

You must certainly pass that on, otherwise you certify it as meaningless.
That®why theology is the most dangerous branch of scholarship in
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existenceYou go and give answers to Chisstestions. I$dmpertinent but
there®nothing else you can do.

When anyone dies, they revert to their mother tongue, even though they
may have emigrated decades ago. Jesus cries out Weeariaic and thasO
noticeable: normally he spoke Greek. But at this moment of being torn apart
he speaks the language in which Mary had caressed him, the language in
which Mary had sung songs to him, in which she had called him indoors to
eat, in which she had consoled him when he was being pestered b the
language of their love.

And Jesus quotes. Jesus quotes a familiar song of the time, Psalm 22. He
names the title, that is to say the first liAad if you recited the first line of a
Bible passage, people thought immediately of the whole thing. If you were to
call out now: GasterdayEQ everyone thinks: OEall my troubles seemed so
far awayOrhe Jewsmind would also go to what he had sung in the
synagogue, countless times. Did he see that the psaloestiihy resembled
that of Jesus? Jesus was also jeered at. (22:6-7, 12-13) His bones were also
dislocated and his side was pierced so that fluid ran out. (22:14) He was
thirsty and lots were cast for his clothing (22:17 ABp his hands and feet
were impaled. (22:16) Is Jesus implying now that everything was sewn up
beforehand and that thsgll(fa)w it was meant to be?

Thecontol in Jesus@ice is still more confusing than the despéiu
can hear a ringing certainty inAts if everything must happen this waéynd
even strongePsalm 22 is lgely a cheerful song! Jesus shouted out the title
of an optimistic song. OAIl the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the
Lord. All tribes and peoples will bow themselves before you. Future
generations will serve him and to a people yet to be born will his
righteousness be proclaimed: that he is the God who d{@2t27,30,31)

The sound of the song itself can be heard in the title, the details of his
crucifixion and the hopeAnd so | stand here perplexed: Jesus asks the most
heart-rending question, but did he perhaps give the anmswer question?
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Silence is golden

ONow we see through a misty mirtmrt soon we will stand face to face.
Now | know only in part, but then | shall know fullgven as | myself am
known. And now these remain, faith hope and love, these three, but the
greatest of these is lov¢13:12,13)

(1 Corinthians 13)

Whoever wants to know too much is blind. In the filmgi) the principle
character recounts three times: OWhen | wasrfgumother said | musthO
look into the sun. So, when | was six | ditin@ he became blindWhoever
wants to know too much about God, sees nothing more. 1 Corinthians 13 is
the song of handicapped knowledgéu donByget far with knowledge B $tO
love thatmakes the world godnind.If you look for support from your
knowledge, you become a disagreeable person, embittered and conceited.
(13:4,5) It®only as you doh&now so much that you can love someone. For
only then will you be amazed.

Nobel prize winneWislawa Szymborska put it like this: OAIl kinds of
tyrants, dictators, fanatics, demagogues, who exercise power with a couple of
loudly trumpeted catch-phrases, Ok@btey donQvant to know any more,
for that could weaken the power of theigamentsTherefore the little words
Ol dort®now(re so precious to méhey are small, but have strong wings.
They are concerned above all that our life continues to expand, as much in
the space within us as the universe outside us, there where our insignificant
earth hangs. If Isaac Newton had not said to himself, Glladmv@hen it
could have rained apples in his little garden, but he would have wrapped
them up in any case and eaten them with relish.O

Therefore Ol dankihow its in so well with faith. It essentially means to
remain open. OIf God keeps silent you can let him say anything hesties,O
Jean-Paul SartrAnd that means that you only allow God to say where you
come in. By yourself you donédme across a tri-unjtan incarnation or a
virginal conception B better not sayou canOnvent that. No, you can
invent it if you like, but you cross it out immediatélyjfisdom recognises
something absurd in it if a tri-unity lasts very long, far too lofau would
first have to be told it a thousand times, just as the Church had to be told a
thousand times before she could do anything with it. Only after ages of
theology did the Church grasp a tiny fragment of it; but unless God had
rammed home the absurdity a thousand times, we would have immediately
deleted it. Far too incredible, you can do nothing witfihiat is the hallmark
of virtually all unhealthy doctrines: that the adherents simply stopped
searching.
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Whoever acts as if @ bit wise to it all, doesniélieve. Because faith
knowshardly anything.(Romans 1:33-36; Ephesians 3:19; Job 36:26) It
knows just too much not to keep quiet and it knows far too little ever to lose
the inquisitivenessThat means that God is eternal and completeferdifit
and yet has made himself known. Now the Church knows next to nothing.
That also makes Heaven so breath-taking; there you can discover more about
God every dayyou will know yourself as God knows you. (13:12) But only
then. For only then will knowledge be in safe hands, because then you can
love. (13:13) Knowledge without love becomes dangerous.

Orthodoxy is principally nosey because God always remaifesetit. In
his playBraambosWillem Jan Otten has someone playing chess by himself
b until he gives up; g@ot really interesting any moreEThatWhat life
becomes without an Opponent if you are playing chess on youMamn.
boring. But if God sets the board out then life remains surprigmgknow
that you will never understand lif¢ou are an amateur up against the Grand
Master You dongo and build up little systems from your own thinking; you
have to really trust.

OThe mysteries of God are more satisfying than the solutions of
men.QGilbert Chesterton)
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God® humour

(About the ten most amusing Bible verses)

A German, a\merican and a Dutch minister meet each other one day in
the park.They swap how they determine what their share of the collection-
money should be.

Ol draw a line on the flo@says the German ministénen | throw my
money up in the giland all that lands on the right side is for God. Everything
that comes down on the left side is for me.O

Ol do exactly the samsafs theAmerican, Oexcept that | draw a circle
instead of a lineAnd everything that comes within the circle is for God, and
. what lands outside is for me.O
OMy system is entirely fifent,@ays the Dutchman. Ol take all my coins
and throw them up in the afknd everything God takes out, he can keep!®
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Little worm

OLet us go down to themid:7)
Genesis 1:1-9)

Jan the new building supervisor wants another tile so he can add a bit
more onto the tower of Babel: OGeef mij een dakpan. Een dak pan. Dak Pan!O
Jim shrugs his shoulders in despéiren his face lights up and he
disappears and comes back later with a roast duck in a frying pan.
Jan starts tearing his hair oihen he gets himself under control, goes
and picks up a soft clay roof tile and gives it to Jdhleem het mee en in de
zon bakken. Bakken. Ba-ken.O
Jim places the duck and the pan on the ground in the sun, then walks
away and returns a few minutes later and wraps the roast duck in rashers of
bacon.Ejust to make sure that heOd understood Jan properly

In comparison with God we are just tiny grubs. But we try to tough it out
and build a skyscrapeBod debates with his household. OThemdething
going on down there; buty® grins, O#®o miniscule. | can only just make it
out. Perhaps | ought to get a bit closer and have a look aswhatO
happeninge@11:5-7)

No panic, just the calm of Someone who oversees everything. Just the
same kind of humour as whédam and Eve had just decorated his
masterpiece. OLook nave man has become as Someone like usE0(3:22)
It@ a global disastebut God permitted himself a quiet irodnd naturally
his humour is dferent from ours, but the same goes for his justice and his
love.The Holy One laughs and enjoys himself. (Psalm 2:4; 37:13; 59:9;
104:31)

There is so much fooling around here on earth, you wish you were an
angel, but then you would rumble wisag@ing on and be shaken to the core.
All these elaborate plans, all these confident words, the cooked up schemes. b
it@ all so charming. God laughs merrily at our chatter whining and
snivelling about his plans. Laughs about what evident in his creation,
and even more: what lsegving to make of it.

His laughter reverberated through the universe when he created it all. He
was delighted, enthralled with his people. (Proverbs 8:30,31) On the fifth
day God was more or less finished with an animal, and on the sixth day
Gabriel pointed out something about it to God. Olt certainly looks like a
duck,®e said, O&Qot a beak and webbed fe&dd smiled (the rabbit had
just come out of the hat): OBut today IOm busy with mammalsAsdEQ
suddenly there was the platypus: a mammal that swims and lays eggsEa
bizarre combination of land animal, bird and fish. Gabriel lookefichiafell
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about laughting and called all the angels togeta still they cartelieve

it. If an angel hash®ad a good day (fgive me for putting this in human

terms), he thinks about the platypus and then everything is OK. (Luke 15:7)
The platypus is one of Gaxljokes, and he had the bit between his teeth,

and thoroughly amused himselake the okapi: the legs of a zebra, the body

of an antelope and the head of a g&#a®r the donkeythe parrot, the

anteaterthe manatee, the seahorse, the chimpanzee, the slothE

We are just a little worm and God picks us up and inspects us with
pleasure. Not the horrid pleasure of a child that gets hold of an insect and
pulls all its legs dfone by one. But the pleasure a farmer has when he finds
a worm while heploughing, lays it in his hand and smiles in amazement,
and then puts it back on the ground. OClmmé¥raid, you little
worm.{lsaiah 41:14)

_ If there were no one who had real pleasure in us, we would be lost. But
OGod(pleasure is our salvatiofiNehemiah 8:10)

(To be continued)
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Little worm (contOd)

QWhen you have lifted up the Son of Man, you will knowlthat
am.O(8:28)
John 8:21-30

Moses trembled, he nearly faintédl that fire! But then he wanted
assurancéVhois this GodAnd then, the big moment, God reveals his_
name, that must be very extraordinary EGod made a play on words: Ol am: |
am'C(Exodus 3:14)

That®what Jews das it is written in the Bible: OThey went
whithersoever they wentQ, that means: Ol hagrrlue where they went.O
God actually answers: AOWhat | am called, that doest@r'Fhe most
unigue name for God, JahwélfHHE LORD in translations of the Bible, is the
result of a joke, in which God wanted to say particularly that hetaame,
that he is intangible E(See page 166.)

Much later someone walked on earth who also names himself @¢.gm.0
8:58) But at the same time he calls himself Oson of eapn.@2:232, 34;
13:31) Intangible and tangible at the same titwmal around his mouth
played a delicate smil&¥ou say that | am only a man, well ndvdo indeed
belong among the people, | am one of you. Son of man. But even by stressing
the casualness of it, he insinuated more. If an Englishman keeps on repeating
to himself O10m the Englishmitny@kes you think. Jesus spoke about
himself in the third person, he actually stands for something B he stands for
humanity His absurd claim is that in him all humanity comes together and
that the destiny of everyone is linked with his destiny

But Jesus only called himself OSon of nraa@ompletely illogical
context. He spoke about Othe Son of MdmaQwill do these spectacular
miracles and be Olifted upO (8:28) Suppose someone said: OThe Englishman
has become Prime Minist@Then there(something a bit strange happening.
Either this is an idiot, or someone with a very peculiar notion of
democracyE It is the second. His sentences tumble over the ambiguities.
OLifted up€an just as well refer to being lifted up for a crucifixion as to
exaltation.His crucifixion is simultaneously glory B and in that, he hauls all
humanity with him. Shall the Englishman become Prime Ministaeg?son
of man shall be eternally happy

As the Jews gossip about whether or not Jesus will perhaps commit
suicide (8:22)they are sitting nearer the truth than they want to. Just for fun,
God came down to view the skyscraper at Babel, because it was ret&koned
be too small for his eyes. Now you see the bitter gravity dhis is the
only way by which he can still save mankifithe Son of Man is at the same
time the ancient Ol amO: Godu@ye from beneath, | am from above, | am
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not of this world. Believe thatamE ((8:23,24) Just as if he®little
common-orgarden wormAnd yes, he really did become that. OLittle
wormpy,Gsaid Mary as she pampered her batsy were little worms, but
God became a wormpy too. A

Gilbert Chesterton says about this: OThe awe inspiring paradox that lies in
the fact, that the hands that had created the sun and moon and stars, were too
small to reach the lge heads of the animals D that®at we would almost
call a joke.®le, whose Name knows no reduction, has allowed himself to
become a tiny bahyn a little crib, with a little donkeyOnly God can allow
himself to do that.

You would almost call it a joke. In any case it has caused a laugh for two
thousand years alreadyostly in the form of songs.
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The crucified Cavalier

OcCan the blind lead the blind@n®they both fall into the ditch?839)
Luke 6:36-42

Jesugould haveput forth an ayjument entitledThe limited critical
fortunes of the contemporary peopBut he comes with a cunning tale
instead (that in reality has surely lasted much lgreyeas to build up the
effect).A toddler understands it, even a senior citizen still finds it fufing
blind leading the blind? Priceless! Pure slapstick, especially as Jesus takes it
just that bit further and has the birdbrains clatter into a holeE

Laurel & Hardy in the Bible. | never realised that such a thirtguasour
existed in the Bible, | was delightfully wrapped up in a haughty earnestness B
if Jesus himself hadh@roved to be so irresistibly funrivithout his
mischievous stories that gle down the centuries, Christianity would have
become a petrified lacklustre religion. He became known literally as a glutton
and a drunkard. (Luke 7:34), and that was certainly not because he only
partook of herb tea and dry biscuits. His first miracle was 600 litres of wine!
(John 2:6)

That says everything.his haggard man who would soon be crucified is
no less than (and | mean this respectfully) a Cavalier

Look at the twinkle in Jesus{e as he talks about the camel that had to
worm its way through the eye of a needle: that must have become a bloody
threadEAIl his parables have this smile about them. How can you do
anything but grin at the five wise and five foolish girls? (Matthew 25:1-12)
Or the cool dude in the wilderness? (Luke 7:24 2B} you donQo that do
you, hide the lightand how would you like your haikhite or black, by
magic? (Matthew 5:15,1@nd these flabby devotions then, and the lazy
animals, and a stone that you give to your kids, the senseless house on the
quicksandE(Matthew 6:7, 25-34; 7:9,10,28) these ridiculous images, the
Sermon on the Mount must have elicited roars of laughter from the listeners.
As theTeacherJesus knew exactly what would work best with his students.

What can you expect from the Man who speaks about someone who does
the smarflec thing about a splinter in someone edsa@, while at the same
time (wait for it, this gets really bizarre) he hgglankin his own eyeThat
doesnfyibe very well, does iAnd pearls that are fed to porkers B tlipafk
your Rolls Royce beside the elephants in Regents Park Zoo. Or give
consecrated meat to dogs D hold on a minute, we would translate that today
as: donGeed Communion bread to the ducksEWhat can you expect from
someone who finds that you must turn your other cheek (humour wins over
aggression indeed), and if your jacketf@len, you suddenly have to hand
over your shirt as well?



141 Beachcombingdreinier Sonneveld

You expect something totally ééfent. But hera(Someone who switches
everything aroundrhe first shall be the lasthe rich are poor and the poor
rich. If youOre miserable then youOre forturfatere over the moon if
youOre starving. Lucky old Petee®the most uninhibited and impulsive of
the lot of them, yet he@he one who becomes the cornerstdine mattress
becomes the buttregsnd so it goes orAnd it all started dfcompletely
bonkers with that hopeless family tree full of sinn@&tsat® either utterly
deranged, or ié®he biggest joke of all time.

(To be continued)
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The crucified dandy (contOd)

OAm | a criminal? Every day | was in the temple teaching and you did not
arrest me. But this has all happened that the writings of the prophets might be
fulfilled. (26:55,56)

Matthew 26:47-56

Now I can so cheekily call Jesus a Cavaleit above all he is the OMan
of Sorrows.Qsaiah 53:3)VasnGit sorrow that most typified him? He wept
in the garden of Gethsemane didm&) he wasm@rinning then was he?

The very idea that Jesus was cheerful can be irritating (Luke 7:34; see
page 38.) Once again by OCavélierean it very respectfullAs a matter of
fact | think the picture of an emaciated Jesus on the cross is not genuine.
Even before his crucifixion he had eaten well. He was indeed brutally
tortured, but that doesm@ake you thinThe soldiers were flabbgasted that
he died so quickly(John 19:33) IOm afraid our crucifixes take away some of
the gruesomeness from the crucifixidtat wasnin invalid who died
there, he was a perfectly healthy man. It weanéser who died, it was life
itself that died. B

Jesus stiéred intense sorravBut he didnQose himself in it, he never
lost track of everything. He constantly summoned uprjoymatter how
oppressive the situation seemed to be. (Matthew 5:12; Luke 10:20; John
15:11) He was always emphasising that everything was gmingding to
plan,and that he has everything literally under control: OMy time has not yet
arrived.@e.g. John 7:6You even get the impression that he was despairing,
in Gethsemane, but then immediately there was this brilliant commonbsense.
They come against him with weapons D and get this, he was betrayed with a
kiss, but he sincerely calls his betrayer OfriendO. (26:50) He knows he can
drum up millions of angels, but in this situation, for such a titchy little army it
would be ridiculous ((26:53), but he kept himself under control and then
comes this breathtaking irony: Oall these weapons B am | a criminal? | was in
the temple every dago grab me for that if you like. But be sure this is how it
was plannedE@6:55)

Christ knew all that was ahead of him. He knew how ambiguous the
inscription above the cross would be: King of the Jews. He knew how
everything about his sfgfring would mirror the emper@r victory parade.

(See page 30.) He knew the unprecedented stroke God would lay on the
devil. It was as if God was telling a shaggy-dog stang he smiled as he

saw the devil yawning and not paying any attention B until all of a sudden he
got to the punch line, and God burst out laughing, and to his htirecdevil

has to admit that he hadis@en the pay-btoming, and the whole world
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exploded with laughter andEall that time, during all those ages, the joke was
on him.

This joke was so brillianThe arch-deceiver was himself deceivid.
divine practical joke. No one saw it coming , no one could have invented it,
and afterwards we can only look back full of bewildermantl laugh like a
drain. Or cheer if theg@nore your style. Or control yourself, naturally

There in Gethsemartee knew the encesult thehappy ending.How
humorous it will be, as in the midst of all our pompous technollggf a
sudden Jesus Christ will appgfmating on the clouds. See the scientists
looking completely gob-smacked; see us looking perplexed because after two
thousand years of study weOve still got it all wrong andotGvhat we
imagined it would be! (Even Osairs®stunned when Jesus comes. See 1
Thessalonians 1:10.)

He held himself togetheEvery time | read the Gospels it becomes
clearer to me that Christ was not overwhelmed, but concealed something. |
suspect there was just one thing that was too overpowering to show us when
he walked on earth: his pleasufée sun that lit up the class of JesusO
students, appeared to be coming not from outside, but from within his own
joy b the joy of a bridegroom on his wedding.day
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If ther e@anyonewho can judge human characterE

OYu have judged correctianswered Jesugl@ke 7:43)
Luke 7:36-50

It is quite a scene: a prostitute who washes Jésets@ith her tears, and
dries them with her haiand eventually rubs them with fragrant Bihat
you quickly overlook is that you would have to cry uncontrollably to get
anywhere near washing them propgagd that above all, drying anything
with your hair is very dffcult.

Try it, it@ altogether impractical. It is just a question of seeing if you
could invent a more laborious method of foot-washing than with tears and
hair. Did the prostitute do this in order to make it clear that shetvean(se
herself too readilyThat this is really serioushat her unrestrained sins also
require an unrestrained penitence? She must have been busy with it for some
time, quite a demonstration, and undeniably a shame.

Now there was someone sitting there who was clearly very proud of his
knowledge of human character and religious insigbti can see directly that
this is a whore, and you are immediately aware that this Jestsezlyde
a prophet if he cah@iscernthat mucl? (7:39) Jesus sees him nodding in
self-satisfaction, and decides to apply a bit of judo: he uses the strength of the
other man to put him on the mat.

A simple story about a Ige and a small debt that is waived. (7:40-42)
Notice how Jesus immediately indicates that he knows that this is a prostitute
of course, but that he does tkis passantwithout emphasising it and wants
to get it across more suhtlhen he makes an appeal to all that insight the
good man has: OWho do you think is the most thankful?O

The man is naturally up for it, he knows the answer to this oregbed
sussed, and immediately: ONaturalig person who is fgiven the
most.Q7:43-44) )

_ And now you see Jesus smile, now IOve caught you with all your insight,
IOl give you just one compliment and then youOve got no way back, and
youOre well and truly trappedoO0®ve seen that very well.O

Yea-yea, nods the man, thanksEand suddenlg Rafon the mat, while
Jesus just waits for him to be counted Wth his brilliant knowledge of
human character and penetrating insight he has tackled him precisely at the
point of his smugness, namely his religious insight and his understanding of
what makes people tick. B and Jesus did it without descending to the level of
his pedantic prideThe man who quietly imagined himself the lord and
master is floored by Jesusdnble words of wisdom from the ondio is
utterly restrained about the nature of the sin.
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Thenhe can quietly talk about the ®ifencebetween this dignitary and
the whore. (7:45-50)

This story is but one of countless exampldgere are more in the chapter
on theTop 10 most brilliant texts. (See page 165.) | hope you learn to see
JesusEmile.After his resurrection he didn@ke revenge on the unreliable
disciples the way the gods and the heroes did in the contemporary stories, but
with that smile said: OPeace be with y@ldin 20:21And when he met
Paul, the mass-murderer of Christians, he appeared to him ana plsease_
from an old, well-known Greek joke:YouOre kicking against the thorr@tO
youOre kicking a cactus, youOre hurting yourself more than me! (Acts 26:14)
The unfogettable calm he had with everythifidhe tempestuous prospect
that drove him onThe idiotic love that embraced the world.
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God in bits

ODagon had fallen headlon§:Q)
1 Samuel 5:1-5 (eventually Isaiah 28:7-13

Children seldom find anything funnier that seeing someone fall over
Week after week IOve been in convulsions watohingrica©Funniest
Home Weos another child bouncing out of the buggyminister cart- B
wheeling out of the pulpit, a dog skidding across the ice-rinkE | cotlgetD
enough of itAnd perhaps falling over is humour in its purest form.tlgnO
irresistibly funny if youOre watching the Changing of the Guard and one of
the busbies slips &

In any case, Isaiah still understands the delight there is in childish fun. He
talks about all the prim and proper priests staggering about drunk. (Isaiah
28:7-13, see also 29:9-1@he tables are smothered in vomit, not a clean
patch anywhereThey are gabbling a strange drunken songa¥iatsaytsav
latsay kav lakay kav lakay a bit of this, a bit of that@bberish, in Hebrew
as well. It was probably a cradle song to begin witld God makes fun of
it and mimics it: Ghv latsaykav lakavEQGod uses sozzled speech, and
with a broad grin lets all these puking priests wallow in their own
technicolour yawns. (28:13)

Or take this other little bit of slapstick. Such a stately idol, with a sturdy
head, and piercing eyes. Be very careful when youOre anywhere near him, put
on your most respectful face, because you must make a good impression on
Dagon.You never knowhe might be able to fix something for youkhd
then one morning you find this divine Handy Harry has tumbled @eaeon
his face, biting the dust. (5:3) Quick-quick-quick, no one must be allowed to
see him like this, put him back up again! But the following morning you
wouldn®credit the disaster: now Isd@en smashed to bits! (5\What shall
we do? Put him in splint3®ho® got the Unibond?

It@ all so hopelessly parochialnd the funniest part is yet to comihe
head and arms have fallen on the doorstep, and what do these dignified
gentlemen dream up next: the threshold has now becomedba§iread on
it! (5:5) No indeed, your idol is smashed to bits like shattered china, and that
mustbe a sign of extreme holiness. Hallowed be the day when our god fell to
pieces.

But bless the day whenE Christ fell over and he was brokéat® what
you call foolishness. (1 Corinthians 2) Nove it®t funny any more, this is
endless embarrassmeffthat® not how you deal with the Son of God. But
that® exactly how God dealt with his OimageO. (Colossian®\hd &)
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became just the same kind of slapstick, and as bad a raw deal as it was for the
Philistines B you mustré¥en think about it B as two mornings later this
Christ wasnQust seamlessly put back together again; even better than that,
he appeared alive to his disciples.

The Philistines didn@nd their idol completely repaired, they had to sit
with the broken shards, and stood guard over the fragments, then for the sake
of peace they had to declare the doorstep. I@hyist stepped over the
threshold of death andfefs healing and restoration to everyone who has
ever been broken. ~

And this is from a wisecrack that God finds so delightful that later itO
repeated millions and millions of times.
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Jolly fir ewood

OHalf of it | use for firewood, and what I0ve got left over | make an idol
out of it. | bow down to a block of woowhat they cherish is just
ash!((44:19)

Isaiah 44:9-23

Isaiah is enjoying this. He made his point long ago, but nosvinede
mood, and mischievously carries it a bit furthdis giggle has been heard
down the age&/ep, and then you get the low down on these people: they
take a lump of wood, and one bit they burn up to cook a meal, and from
what® left, you cart®elieve your ears, with a solemn face they chisel out an
idol! And they kneel down in front of it, and you can also take this serjously
that this is how it worksA heap of ash: tha&@hat he prays toE

But then something strange happens. Suddenly these same elements come
to life. You think metal is dead? It cries out from the depths of the earth!
Mountains, bushes, trees break out in cheering! (4428)®they all the
grafts from the_ord of the Ring® The Bible uses this enthusiastic double
absurdity more often than thibhe rivers clap their hands, the mountains
rejoice. (Psalm 98:9es, the mountains evekip (Psalm 14:4,6)

It is another of those teasing inversions in the Bible. Not that we worship
these things so that we can use them, but they themselves worship God so
that we can use them. Not that we harness these things to our cart, but God
uses us. (44:21) #@ot that we make our own god, but he makes us. It brings
this reversal of desire for control out into the opEre egotism that wants to
rule everything, comes down to this: keep an eye out for everything and keep
praising.

Isaiah often makes fun of idols. OHave a look at this: they hump their idol
onto their shoulders and then lug him avi&ere they set him up, thatO
where he stays. He camﬁbvg from that spot. Even if they cry to him for
help, he cann@nswer them @6:7) That® the problem if you make your own
god: you have to help it up. If thesat® one else around, you have to lug
everything about yourself. Because they are thilygs.No one reacts to you
when you have a problem. Because all youOve done is profess yourself.

But it@ really all the other way round. God carries us: Ol have carried you
in my arms since you were born, and | will carry you until you are old and
grey(J46:4) He takes the initiative and demonstrates that weOre not/édone.
don®have to pant and pudind traipse along with our petty ido@hrist
carries us. He carried the cross.

The pretend crown that Jesus wore was made of firewood. (Mark 15:17)
Part of the cross would be used for the same purpose. He was nailed to our
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meaningless false gods, our firewoAdd he destroyed them. He carried
away our control-freak mentality through surrendering all control. He gave
up all freedom to release us. He became utterly alone so that we would never
have to be lonely B

The false gods have all diedde donChave to worship things as if they
were all there isThere is more than just things. Someone is listening to us.
The things and the timber applaud us: God has released us!
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Blair as a cow

Ol ate grass like the cow430)
Daniel 4:15-34 (eventually 4:1-34)

You can see it all in front of you: Prime Minister Blaitho one day is
proudly surveying Number 10, suddenly gets this rubbish into his head,
convinces himself of a conspiracy-theaipesnhave any more, and runs
in his swimming-trunks through the Downing Street residence making
machine-gun noisesE Quickly dismissed, naturalter divorced, becomes
world news, and in no time at all is shared around among the junkies at
King® Cross E )

OHeygreen hornWould you beTony Blair?O

ONo, IOm a caw B B

OOh reallywell now cow ahh, thagulius Caesar over there, thatO
Jesus, and IOm NapoleonEO

It@ funny that this story about Nebuchadnezzat isrien in the third
person, but is recounted as a letter in the first pekmncan feel the
extreme contrast better this walis majestythe megaphonerawlsin this
confessionThe most typical message in the entire Tddtament is
recounted here: Othe first shall be the last, and the last th@fid&.gbes
before a fall, and discretion wins out in the end.

But that is not self-evidenAs a rule it seems to be the other way round,
where the loud mouths appear to be successful and the softies get all the hard
luck. OThagQust how it is in the worldyz say then, Owelcome to the adult
world.Q don®believe it; it looks like the most nasve cynicism to me.

Because those people who give up everything for their caleéndeed get
higher up the ladder B but they are demonstrably less fortlinptenanagers
are often unusually paranoid types, pop artists jump from one relationship to
anothey yuppies burn themselves out by working three times as It@rd.

lonely at the topArrogance works within a sphere of mistrust that actually
works against you. Modesty creates real confidence around you; so long as
you dontjust defend your self-interest, you get that in return. Modesty is
constricting, you have to come out of the bunker of cynicism, but it does
work.

Daniel wasr®aughing up his sleeve when the great Nebuchadnezzar was
having a nightmare. He didrget any malicious pleasure from it, but lived
intimately through itAnd you know how far this took him.

Why is this letter of Nebuchadnez&unknown in the Babylonian
archives? Undoubtedly because everyone was ashamed and perhaps later
Nebuchadnezzar was as well. It is also possible that the lettehistofical,
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but simply the method the writer of Daniel used to maintain his style. But
then the question remains why the archivestuaé@ anything to say about
a psychotic king.
The Jewish archives are full of shameful anecdotes about their own
heroes. Noah the drunkarhraham the ligrDavid the dirty playeiDozens
of Psalms are actually confessions in the first person. (e.g. Psalfhé1)
Jews dared to do iThat tiny little nation by the Mediterranean Sea dared to
bring down the family honour with a flourish, so long as the panic-stricken
superpowers immediately censured every disgrace. It looks as if that nation
did it with a certain appetite. Not wallowing in it, but out of a sort of jovial
pride. Look at us, we can hackWe donGcensure ourselveg/eOre honest.
Self-mockery is a Jewish inventiobhis revolution could only allow
itself to exist because its honour is not dependant upon status or a good name.
They could accept all this shame (and thus the only way to improve and to
expand) because they have a God who is love.

(To be continued)
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Blair as a cow (contOd)

ODavid danced with all his might before the Lord, clad only in a priestO
linen garment.@ Samuel 6:14)

ODavig was clothed in a robe of fine linen, besides a linen priestO
garment.O
(1 Chronicles 15:27)

When | was travelling around in Nicaragua, | saw signboards everywhere:
OThis road, this bridge was bwltAdiman @lZman was the former
presidentThe word Ocorruption@s coined for him, but he wanted to
actually be remembered by the couple of little roadways and bridges that he
scattered from his begging bowhen | preached in a church somewhere
there, a poverty stricken shed with no floor or windows, | got very angry
about it AlZman is a boastful macho-man, | sédid,bragged his robbery
away But in the Bible you don@nd any macho-men. In tHible no one is
presented as any better than he is, in the Bible you fiod@ny advertising
hoardingsWeOve got a king who danced in his underpsveshave a King
who cried. (John 1:35)

AlZman hasn@rected thousands of boards that say: OAlIZman danced here
in his jocks.@ the Babylonian archives you wofi@d that Nebuchadnezzar
danced in his underwe#@md if Tony Blair did something like this in
Downing Street he would be removed frorfias. The world®press would
pillory him with jokes about a nitwit and Othe British male model Trboen
FensO.

And you can be sure that in Daddfay the gossip columnists lapped it
up. Only they all crawled back in a hur@n closer inspection it appears that
a king in boxer shorts was no scandal, but something that was written up with
pride in their history books. It sat perfectly well with the humorous self-
mockery of the Jewish people, still recognised today in their famous Jewish
gags. Occasional self-mockery frees up a sac¥ety have to loosen up your
outward appearance, your status orientation, your panicky retention of social
classes, your patronising of other peofileere sat Michal, David@ife, up
to her neck in it. But he is defiant: Ol will humiliate myself even further than
that and be honoured by the slave-gil(6:£2)

That was said by a king! If only there had been a David in the terrible
caste system in India. If only there had been a David in Nicar&guawish
every nation could have a king who would be prepared to dance in his
underpants.
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The writer of Chronicles didhéee it quite like that; he reacted a bit like
Michal, David®wife. Without a second thought, as if David was smartly
dressed in a sharp suit (right from the start of the procession, naturally) he
reported only that he OdancedO, in inverted commas. Evidefetltyno more
than thatjust like Michal, how liberating it is to be@mnall. WeOre just small B
and thatXine. Unbelief also feels how small we little people are, but doesnO
find that very pleasant. It is threatening.

David could be small because God looked on with love and would always
accept him. He didh@ave to bolster himself up with stat@ifiat® how he
magnified God. By briefly calling attention to our smallness, warm humour
makes God greateEverywhere that people eventually come to this point,
and God is given the room, thesd®@althy laughtek¥Whoever laughs knows
about the FallEach show of pomposity is a legitimategetrfor humour and
there is no better technique for pricking that balloon than a well-placed joke.

If we are not prepared to get down to a little self-criticismuaste the
revolution of the BibleThis could not permit itself to hide the faults, but to
presenthe saints in all their vulnerabilittAdumour is the first to go in the
face of arrogance. Humour makes reductidvisnderful, every minister a
wretch, every Christian a clumsy oaf b hallelujah for God who is willing to
associate with such wretches and oafs! (2 Corinthiardd® 12:10)
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The divine comedy

O¥6ur eyes saw my unformed beginnind.€9:16)
Psalm 139

O¥ur eyesEThere is the Hebrew word from which we get our word
Ofun®. OFimiBe friendly face of God. Psalm 139 is about a life in which
loving eyes are always leading you and warm arms embracinggowcan
also translate is as: @Y amusement saw me as little worm.O

Perhaps you dohéke this warmth on the first fadene world comes over
as very bleak. Unfeeling, impersonal, implacalfleu can imagine, as the
literary experts discovered, that the oldest storieragedies. In a tragedy
the hero really tries hard but things go from bad to worse. Destiny is all-
powerful and inexorable. Out of the polytheism of those days grew a certain
understandable mythology: youOre stuck with a set of quarrelsome little gods
who are themselves subordinate to an impersonal Destiny

You also find this melancholy in many modern films and literature; Post-
modernism is very similar to polytheisAnd with the Evolution theory
weOve now got a new Destiny that matches the old one even more precisely
Chaos reigns, the Origbt@he strongest, and everything will ultimately end
in chaos. (See page 62.)

In the midst of all this despair it is Judaism that is the inventor of the
happy ending. Donéhink immediately about the jolly Hollywood
substitutes; they are just clumsy echoes of these dizzying Jewish inventions.
The people for whom life is obviously not shut down, but that thé&dé&in,O
that we are lovingly observe@here®a Person who looks after us and breaks
open the kosher chaos!

That unleashed a revolution in their storiBiseir writing was no longer
fatalistic, everything becomes a cometlye hero feels pain, terrible things
happen b but eventually good comes out éf @domedy certainly
understands the tragic depths, but sets it in a humorous framework, around
which everything turns. Now the little mé&nheard, in all the fun-filled
stories in which, note this for examphdgraham or Moses try to persuade
God.You never saw the tragic hero Oedipus trytimgf on with Destiny

If there®the grim sniggering frombraham and Sarah at first, a year
later you hear the sound of afdient kind of laughtemuch fregrand the
same Sarah says: OGod has made me fugleveryone who hears it will
laugh with me.(@enesis 21:6) Is that what we do? Dolagghwith Sarah,
or do we preach a heavy sermon about her? How Sarah would laugh at such a
sermon! For thasthow God€people begin, with a roar of laughfEne one
who was declared to be barren according to all natural laws, had.a haby
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unheard of, the ludicrous b yet it did hapgemd what was that first child of
God® people called? Isaac, Ohe laugh®i0 age one of Gosi@)kes still
frolicked around them. Hesiggler Come on home mate, teaéadyE

And then the resurrectiomhe pagan tragedy was turned into a divine
comedy The revolution of Judaism was fulfilled in Christianithe Jews
still had to sacrifice and didni&lieve in life after death, but with the coming
of Christ it became relatively possible, because now guilt and death are no
longer a threat. (John 5:24-2Fhe full-bodied, uninhibited laugh is an
invention of Christ. Christianity is no nasve optimism, because Christianity is
not optimistic. Christianity is comical and traomething very diérent.

As a matter of fact it can always say: Oyes @tealiakkuk 3:18)es but
evil doesnot have the last word. Evil is crippled, what we see is a cat with its
back up, the final convulsions. Now we weep, but youtcaei@h that up
against the relief that©oming. Godlpeople began with a resounding laugh
and thathow things will finish.
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The comedian

Ol hope you will put up with a little of my foolishnessE receive me then
as you would a fool, so that | may do a little boasting about myselfE How
unrighteous of me! Fgive me! (1:1; 11:16; 12:13)

2 Corinthians 10-12 (eventuallyl 116-29)

What is Paul doing here? Is this something to laugh about?

I have to think about how my little brother climbed up a lamp-post years
ago, to steal the inner tube of a bike tyre that was stuck at the top of it. One
way or another he managed to get to the top of the pole, hanging down head
first, with one foot tangled in this inner tubeE But he and my sister came
home (he got himself free, but doaék me how) laughing themselves sick!

Now was this something to laugh aboWmRat we laugh about is never
really funny We dontdaugh when we watch Stan Laurel, with a lot of
suspense involved, struggling to get the piano up the hill, but only as the
rotten thing starts to move on its own and bounces all the way back down
againAnd when my brother was hanging up there, he and my sister were
both shocked, naturallput from the base of the streetlamp she quickly saw
the hilarious side of the situatiohhen my brother had to laugh as well, even
though he was hanging upside down three meters from the ground.

That you can still laughE Plato aniiristotle were amazed about this
contradiction and they explained that we laugh whenever shese@thing
really awful,but not too awfullf Tony Blair slips over on a banana-skin we
laugh, because this is indeed dreadful, butemtreadful. Converselyf our
grandma were to slip on the same banana-skinigthat bad. Unless steO
all right, of course, and laughs if@nd dryly observes: @¥, | should have
paid more attentiorThank you!@hen we can see thatsitab longetoo bad,
and with that it becomes really comical.

To put it briefly we laugh so long as the danger is only relativieen
things get serious, you sit, as it were, locked into the centre of your emotions.
YouOre dead scared, youOre dispirited, youOre worried sick, aadl {foatO
are aware of. But when you can get the gravity of the situation into
perspective and break it open b that is hunWghen situations are grave,
everything become®o muchBut whentoo muchturns out to be nato
muchafter all, they you can laugh about it. Humour is using the zoom lens.

Christians are comediarighey were once potty about paradoxes and
absurdities; their Bible and doctrine were their chief concémd they feel
comfortable with foolishness, because they have learned from Jesus that the
greatest foolishness later appears to be the greatest wisdom. But now the
entire universe is called upon: it is finished! Since then everything has been
magnified.
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That®why Paul can tie the Corinthians up. No laughingfjtraf sickly
Anglican smile. OEven in laughter the heart may a@ex@rbs 14:13)

Earlier on he was a persecytoe has been a mass-murdefgiCorinthians
15:9;Acts 8:3)Therefore humour is certainly not nasvediyt the sober

minded discovery that trouble has its limits. Nothingbadany more.
That®why the Babylonian Captivity at first appeared to be endless, but later
just the blink of an eye. (Isaiah 42:14; 54:7) Using the zoom!

In order to really know that nothing is too terrible, you need to have a
deep sense of safetyust. True comedians live from a serene love towards
the world.That is the reason why Dutch comedi@on Hermans can keep
on being funnyand Hangeeuwen is well past his best and has become dull
and boring. Humour without sympathy is not humour at all. OLike a madman
loosing of arrows at random is a man who deceives his neighbour and then
says Ol was only joking.O (Proverbs 26:18,19) Paul had learned to use the
zoom and still be lovingr'he fanatic Paul became a comedian.
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In a single breath

OThe seven chamberlains: Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtwgtha,
Zethar and Carcaq10)
Esther 1:1-20

What are these chamberlains doing in the book of Esther? Really quite
senseless to name them all? (Esther 1:14,14; 2:3,8,14,21; 4\Wphdy
spell-check makes the following suggestions from this list of names: Me
human, Biz talk, Hambone, Bight, Bath, Zither and, of course, Carcass. Made
me smile A Jew would hear something even more comical in theTlst:
first name in Hebrew means Panic, the next one Loot, then Drought,
TalkativeE

These flunkeys are like stand-ins for taodummies, saying nothing,
just sitting there as self-important as Lord Muck. Like a dress rehearsal for
the opera choru3he catalogue of the jewellery in 1:1-9 only serves to bring
us right into this sphere of decadented perk up, says the writdrere
comes the glamour and the glitteratnd with these ambiguous names the
chamberlains certainly give the impression that every one of them is a fairy
gueen.

They get these fancy names just for a laddiie same thing happens with
the names of Hamanébn§) in a list crammed into 9:7-9. Faithful to
tradition, this list is written in Hebrew writing with the smallest of letters and
when recited in the synagogue it has to be read in a single brbathare
worth no more than a short breathing space.

Esther is another of those typical Bible stories in which pride goes before
a fall. Whoever thinks he@, becomes no more than a last gasp. Israel plays
around a lot with nameZhis is what they did with the foreign god OBaal
ZebulO, which means OLord of the lofty holibeible turns it into OBaal-
ZebubO, Lord of the flies. (2 Kings 1T2)e Jews saw so many filthy flies
buzzing around all his sacrificial flesh, that with a smile they OimprthedO
noble name.

Or take the obese king Eglon D that also means Olfly Ghltiges 3:22)
Another king is called Osquare criminal sumgroQ. (Judges 3:8) Phicol is a
chatterbox and his name also means Omouthful®. (GenesiA2é @Bt
do you think of king Only Just, kinfrouble, king Rebel and king Pompous?
(Genesis 14:2) Sounds almost like a &igicture bookThen youOve got the
sons of NahorThe Beastly Heavy-breath&ontempt, FalleButcher
Giraffe and Red Eye. (Genesis 22:20-241 Jonah means Dove, and his
fatherAmittai means Honest P precisely what hetisnO
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If this isn®humour what is?2Adam = ground, Eva = living, Cain =
weapon, Noah = consolatioibel = nothingAnd it@ not their parents who
could have chosen these names, but they had to have been invented later
They are pseudonyms, purely for the fun of the story

The curses on the Jews appear to be a lot sharper than anything else, but
their humour is conspicuously mild. It is not destructive, just like the typical
Jewish wisecracks that are still so famaitsee humour of the Greeks and
Romans who were contemporary with Jesus was often graveyard humour
extremely pessimistic and needle-sharp. More often than not it was the lower
classes that were the butt of some very caustic jokes. Is it surprising, now that
Holland and the U.K. have become more secularised, that their cabaret is
becoming a lot harder?

You only have to think of some of the Ocomedy§lammes on the
unregulated channels to understand why | think teer@®ething missing.
You see, the humour of Jesus and the Bible is never frivolous or hate-filled,
but always sympathetic. Since the death of Christ it became impossible to
mock at victims. He reverses all the valudse loudmouths shall indeed
crawl. But he died for the loudmouths as wdlhoever honours his Name,
gets a new name. (Revelation 2:17)
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Jewish humour

Oltis a trap for a man to dedicate something t&&Pipverbs 20:25 NIV)

Not so long ago an ganist played OWhen the saints go marchirasinO
the parish council made their entrantile brethren smirked furtiveljput
had a word with the ganist after the meeting: sortyut next time weld
rather you didrtBwWhat about that? How can it be that two billion Christians
have never developed a Christian joke, while that timysterious Israeli
people have stolen the show for millennia with their jokes?

Bill Watterson, the writer of th@asper & Hobbestrips, said somewhere:
OSurprise is the essence of hugrannl nothing is more surprising than the
truth.Ols the Bible truth? Come on, laugh then! OBut the most overwhelming
Easter present, the most illustrious, sunniest joke in world history we
welcome with a contorted fac€Tdijs Booy)The Church that has only just
learned to put things into perspective and to look around loviisghyecisely
the same Church that looks so deadly serious.

I know of only one sort of people that get an unpleasant feeling from
putting things into perspective: ministers, managers and media stars. People
at the top Do Christians also take themselves too seriously? In any case, that
is something that the history of the Jews makes impossible, but Christianity is
far and away the most settled religion. Can we not have a clearer perspective
ourselves sometimes?

Now a lot of humour is indeed debased. But we are still inclined to think
that gravity ofers a guarantee of holine¥ghereas it is still possible that
much of our seriousness is even more disgraceful. Gravity is no safety zone,
nor a safeguard against excess. Readlyiousness is most sensitive to
haughtiness, and a lot of seriousness is directed towards self-preservation.
Then above all we dontike God but ourselves all too seriously and we talk
so solemnly so that weOre not showattempt to create a reservation
on earth that has something absolute aboWliat we cart@augh about is
made absolutéAnd God alone is absolute.

Gilbert Chesterton: OPride drags everything down to the level of an easy
rite. You install yourself in a sort of self-directed seriousness. But to be
serious is not a virtue. It is more of a natural inclination to make yourself too
heavy because that@he easiest thing to do. It is much easier to write a good
leader in thélimesthan a good joke fdPunch.Because ceremoniousness
comes natural to people, but a laugh is a leap. It is easy to be overweight, but
difficult to be slim. Satan fell through gravitatio@fvity sometimes has
something demonic about it. OThe devil is faith without a smile, the devil is
sombre because he knows wheres lyaihg and he@lways going back to
where he came from(8o says a fictitious character from Umberto Eco.)
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Jules Deeler said in an interview: OIf you have to do without huthear
you are to be pitied. Life seems to be unbearable. It brings you to mdfeder
saw that on the"2 of November with the ritual murder ®heo van Gogh.
That®a lack of humou@nd Michel Palin fromMonty Python: OThe first
thing fundamentalists lose, and it dogsnéiter whether isGa Jewa
Christian or a Muslim, is their feel for humotundamentalists are
humourless people.O

Therefore: Olt is a trap for a man to dedicate something.@&Bhbyerbs
20:15)There are church services that are as dry as dust and doctrines that are
as musty as g@ossible to bélhis is even more remarkable because the
Jewish peoplsQokes are traditionally more superi@n closer inspection,
where have our [Sam and Moos?] got to? Now that on closer inspection the
Christian religion has become so much more lively? Have we appropriated
God too much and can we therefore not laugh any more? Genial self-
mockery is a first step on the road to wisdom.

OWe can laugh because God is more than Degtimy we can laugh,
because Destiny takes on the airs of a g@kke JagerThe Jewish joke
will die out if we ever get a Jewish pope and a Jewish dogmatic theology
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WowE

(About the ten most brilliant Bible texts)

OWho were those two painters who vied with each other to determine who
could paint the best picture of the visible worl@Mow IOIl prove to you that
I am the bestgaid the first and let the other see a curtain that he had painted.
ONow take the curtain aw@said his competitpOand show us the picture.O
OThe curtaiis the picture,@nswered the first one, laughing.O
Nikos Kazantzakis
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A blank calling card

Ol am who | am(@14)
Exodus 3:1-15

You are sitting in a restaurant and get involved in a pleasant discussion
about, letdsay Othe essence of chickduéntually your table companion
says: OChicken is chickenO, and takes a satisfying mouthful. Discussion
closed. If youOre a mathematician, then you think perhaps: OOk yéah,
and a set is equal to itself, what a pointless thing tdBaya youngster at a
table further along finds it perfectly logical: OOK, so youta:zmﬁpare a
chicken with anything else; a chick is so chicken [Ochick@oung girl, and
OchickenBafraid, in jeugdtaal], chicken is uniquar@ the kid also knows
that you mustri@arp on about it any furtheChicken is just chicken, and
now that®the end of itWhat the scientist didh@nderstand, the child did:
OChicken is chicken.O

Mozes was angling for an excuse by asking for Gadlfing card. He
received a blank card. For hundreds of years God had kept silent, and his
beloved people wasted away in Egypt, and at last he was about to let them
hear from himTensely you wait, somethirgg@bout to happen; now he is
going to unveil how things ar¥ou expect to hear the voice of authqrity
impressive words. Everything is going to be made clear

God makes a pun on words.

Ol am who | aml/ou can imagine a Jerusalem mobile-phone
company&advertising slogan as: OHi, IOm HaimO, then you have some idea of
this 3500 year old humauf a Jew doesn@now the wayhe will tell you:

O¥u must go to where you want to g@:(blse ONo idea where youOre
going. @od says something like that here. Olt doesaiter who | amThat
is his nameThe discussion is closefihe mathematician thinksstO
nonsense, but the child can understand it: OOK, Gadcbeadnpared to
anything. God is so completely God that he is just unique. Itvask@ny
more questions(See page 138.)

In his game with words lies the unprecedented revolution within Judaism.
It has learned to say about God: he is unique, so 10l stop talking, God is God.
Full stop. Exodus is a bomb that blows all the definitions of God to
smithereens, all theologgreaching and treasured bookbis book too. Oh
yes, talking about God is not nonsense, you have to; you are sitting now with
a one-time revelation that in spite of everything dares to speak b but in it the
real God is infinitely exaltedAnd thus he says infinitely more by saying so
little: 1 am greater than anyone can understand; It den@duced to words.
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Idols were attempts at making God tangible, quantifiable, compliant.
That® also what the jittery Moses wants to And then he gets handed a
blank calling card. No words to hang on to, nothing whatever he can grab
hold of B he must just exercise blind faith! Fall over backwards and hope that
someone will catch yoThat is the revolution within Jewry; in a razirarp B
way it has learned to unmask what idolatry is: that we are lost, if God toesnO
transcend our definitions. If you would give the Q&ktament a title, |
proposeGod is Godand for the NewestamentJesus is Ggd The holy
word-game in Exodus 3:14 makes God intangible, undefiled by our hands
and thinking.

For the New (Dutch) Bibl@ranslation there have been more than a
hundred diferent translations suggested for Gopérsonal name. Ultimately
it has become OLORDi that®dmore of a symbol, a logo, rather than
meaning anything in particulaie have a God who imtranslatablewe
don®even know what his name meafke name that should reveal
everything, we understand nothing abouTitus God remains intangible for
any single interest group, or ruleio one can say: OGod is so and so, so you
mustEOMisuse of power always goes hand in hand with the appropriation of
the last mysterieghis is what Judaism tackled/herever there@alk about
the misuse of poweyou will find idolatry and God does not stand supreme
over all.

Don®harness him to your cart, and dompanything else either; not
even your inability to comprehend him. Later on, a photo will appear on his
calling card.Taken on Golgotha.
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What thou wilt notE

0! YouOre the mar(12:7)
2 Samuel 12:1-14
2 Samuel 14:1-33
1 Kings 20:35-43

A right slap in the face to read it, but three fascinating stories, and
virtually the same three times ov&he best known is naturally the first one.
David has had his wicked way with Bathsheba, and he has personally
arranged the death of her husband as a big agveperationThen along
comes the prophet Nathan with a tale about a stinking rich farmer who steals
his poor neighbo@ only lamb and kills it. Simply because $i&d mean to
slaughter one of his own sheep. David is naturally ropeable, but then Nathan
reveals all. OThe greedy man that | was telling you abous,ytbdtQ

Years later there came a wise old women to visit David. In the meantime
David® own family has turned out to be rotten to the core and has fallen
apart:Absalom has murdered one of his brothers who had raped their sister
Now he®scarpered and David doestaie the initiative in reconciliation.
However the woman fronTekoa tells a story that@ery similar to DavidQ
and his reaction to it iskE a fugitive has to be protected. But then he cottons
on. Hang on a minute, idrtbis the same tale that NathanE?

Then one and a half centuries later there came a nameless prophet to king
Ahab.Ahab had done a slimy thing against a highly dangerous efiémy
prophet disguised himself with bandages and came with a yarn that he must
watch out for a prisoner who, in an unguarded moment, he had allowed to
escape. @Y¥Ove pronounced your own senterszagi$hab.Very funny:

Ahab says that the prophet sentences himself, but with the pronouncement of
the wordsheis the one who is condemning himselfE BecausesteO

someone dfthe hook who should have been to be condened God

won®let him escape.

Three times the same stofyking commits a terrible blundedne has to
listen to a storygets caught up in it and pronounces his own judgment B and
that looks like bringing sudden judgment down on himself.

Kings at that time also had the function of Lord Chief Justice. But in this
case the judge must be tried by himself. How do you do Teat&y as well,
top figures let themselves be inconveniently criticised; ministers, directors,
teachers, but also ordinary parents by their children. Nathan, the woman from
Tekoa and the unknown prophet found a brilliant solution: invent a moving
story that is Osafelgfbut someone else, and as the king takes the bait, you
suddenly turn it round on him.
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Then youQre in a right jam. Everyone has heard you pronounce your
judgment, and you canifck out of it. If you now attach a bit of truth to your
meaning, you condemn yourself and you will have to change your behaviour
That®the sort of judo that the prophets employ; the power of their opponent
upends himself. Itis precisely their feeling of self-esteem that makes them
condemn themselves.dtall aboutogic. What you lay upon another applies
to yourself. OWh the measure that you measure, you yourself will be
measuredWhat you do to anothgothers will do to you.®atthew 7:2,12)

Being logical is a question of self-respect; whoever do@ss® judgment
on himself slowly rots awayou can see that in the fdifence between
David andAhab. David grew so much through this confrontation that he can
be friendly towards Natham€on. (1 Kings 4:5) Bthab was a not so lucky
as David and more unbelieving, and typicaltgm the prophet he finds that
this also has its own logic: @¥have pronounced your own judgmer Jgit
hedidn©®apply it to himselfThe prophetrick didnEwork with him,
becauséhab had too little self-respect to want to live a better life, and he
literally became Odarkneg4.®ings 20:43)
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How will you live on?

OThey do not marry nor are they given in marriageEGod is not a God of
the dead, but of the living(£D:35;38)
Luke 20:27-40

Sadducees donelieve in anything supernatural, except in God. No
angels, no life after this one, dowsre is all the life there is. So they want a
literal interpretation of the biblical text. Everything has to be tangible and
clear That®logical for people who are mostly rich and successful.

Well now; the Sadducees are also indignant at Jesus. Particularly because
he threatened their ordered lives and appeared to be something supernatural
besides Godrhey have also thought up their own trick questidrey tell a
clever story about the so-called Olevirate marrig2f&Z8-32)That was a law
in ancient Israel: if a husband died and left his wife childless, then his brother
had to marry her so as to raise up children. (Deuteronomy 25:5,6) But now
there®this poor women who was married in this way to seven brothers, yet
remained childless, and she arrives in heaven: sowitvwhom is she
reckoned to be married?

It is a clever story because it displaces the point of the question. It appears
to be about this (comical) situation in Heaven and you are inclined to go
along with it. Seven marriages at the same time? Or just one, and leave six
men unmarriedThe ordinary people would find this absurd and expect Jesus
to do the same. Moreovémmediatelythe following question is: OBut then,
why did Moses give you this lawR@ is possible to be remarried, then
wouldn®it be better for the woman to wait and have children in Heaven with
her first husband? Dear Jesus, arga®despising the law of God?

According to the Sadducees thus ruling is an extreme attempt to have
children in thehere and nowObecause the family name mustnO
disappeafiDeuteronomy 25:6) From that they concluded that there was
thus no other possibility of obtaining children, and consequently there is
apparentlyno heaven.The levirate marriage would thus prove that at the
most you live on in your children, and nothing more than that.

Jesus didri@ll into their trap and reacted to their backward reasoning.
(20:37) Moses implied that there is no life after this one? Moses said a lot
more than that. Even aftBbraham had been long dead, God is still called
his God.ThereforeAbraham must still be alivahat sounds strange to our
ears. How could someone still be alive just because you name him? Does that
mean, that because the Philips factory still exists in Holland, that its founder
Gerard Philips is still alive?

No, but as far as God is concerned, it is so. Because he is Othe God of the
living.§(20:38) In our reasoning something can only live on in our memories,
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or through our children. But then, you dokdbw the power of God(fark
12:24) Because with God it can happen. He doesn@ccording to our
reasoning about death, or our idea that there is nothing more than the here-
and-now He is not Oof the deald @ere is an all-powerful God, then there is
also a life after this on&Vhoever believes in Osomethingu3t also believe

in a heaven.

This is how the fake problem was surprisingly resolved: in the afterlife
there wontbe any marriageAnd the underlying deadly serious reasoning
gets an even more surprising answer: OLater werdan® anymore,
because we wandle anymoe. (20:34-36) Obviously we marry novecause
we die.WeOre not afraid to live, because we want children and a family name
in order to ensure our posterity

At least, that is the attitude of the Sadducees. But according to Jessis thatO
a funereal attitude to life. Here and now? Everything has to be tangible,
concrete and literalPhen you are just heading for death and hence are
governed by deatfhen youOve certainly got a problem if you are not going
to live on through your children or by being remembered. But if you trust in
the power of God, your life breaks open and then you can really live.
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Not quite

OY¥u are not far from the kingdom of Go(L®.34)
Mark 12:28-34

The day after he had swept the temple cle&rigt19), for obvious
reasons Jesus was subjected to prolonged and fanatical interrogation. But it
all came to an end when Ono one dared to ask him any more questionsO.
(12:34)Then you are curious to know the last thing he Sdidt would have
to hit the jackpot. But here it comes, the last thing Jesus said veasaf@Y
not far from the Kingdom of GodT@is sounds very friendly and ordinary
How then can something like this ever cause a fanatical group of learned men
to slink away?

Anyhow; it is a strange storfhe entire day Jesus has been troubled by
awkward, trick questions. But nowall of a sudden, a bible expert asks a very
unambiguous question, and Jesus quietly gives him an answer b and the
expert agrees. It carget more idyllic than thisret Jesus says about it:aDY
are very close, butot quite.@vas there still something about this scholar
then?

If you read carefullythen there certainly appears to be an almighty
tension brewing under his respectable exteTibe parallel text in Matthew
gives the game away: that the Bible expert was fed up with the fact that Jesus
had trumped all the Sadducegqaéstions, and that he Owanted to test his
reactionO. (Matthew 22:38)d with that in mind he dreamed up a new
question: OWhat is the most important commandment?O

Doesntsound all that threatening, you might.s&yst a touch with a
feather dusteibecause the answer is all too obvious: worship God, naturally!
Why would this scholar ask such a questidn@ it sounds as if you are in a
Jewish primary-school class if Jesus now answédrse@ord is one, love
him with all your being.This is literally the so-calledt®@ma or if you like:
the Jewish Confession of Faith that is constantly instilled into each child.
(12:30; Deuteronomy 6:7)

Thus far the first catechism lesson, for then comes the turn of the.screw
Jesus comes back at him with yet another first commandment: OThere is no
other commandment that is greater than this: you must love your neighbour
as yourself.(12:31)That was a shock in those dagad how come there are
two first commandments? How do you account for that? But while the
bystanders frowned, the academic swallowed, because he realised he had
been shown up.

How did that happenPhe learned man asked the kirgiaten question
because in his unbelief he paid no attention to Jeistia® claimsThe
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answer has to be correct, that God gets all the hptimi®theShemabut
Jesus seems to be calling himself God, but perhaps it was just a slip of the
tongue. If he wants to do anything about it, they could execute him later
But Jesus didh@o any further with that; he did something else besides.
After giving the standard answday saying something so unexpected as Olove
the one nearest to youO, he unveiled what was really going on here: clearly
this scholar didri@ve him.And Jesus revealed this with a quote from the
Bible. (Leviticus 19:18)his Jewish man would have to agree with that, just
as he did with the first part of his answer
It@ thecombinationthat gets to hiniThese two great commandments are
actually the same, says Jesus. If you timv® your neighbouthen you
donOt love God. If you dahaye me neither do you love God. By keeping
absolutely within the teaching and only by combining two quotations, Jesus
tore the mask éthis scholar who wasotright in the teaching, and even
stronger: he maintained all his own divine claims at the same time.

The Bible scholar must agree here, but het@m® So he starts playing
with words. He exaggerates his response to make it ook as if he agrees with
Jesus: OSplendi@®@ then he subtly changes the words. Olndeed, God is one,
and thee is no othe®(So you, Jesus, youOre not God either). OAnd indeed, to
love God totally and your neighbour as yoursslfnoe important that all
the sacrifices.d2:32-33)

The most important point suddenly becomes: more important than what?
As a scholar he cannot explicitly deny what Jesus said; they were simple
Bible quotes. But he certainly cam@mit the truth of it, because then heOd
have to set himself aside; then he would not be able to hate Jesus anymore
and would have to take his divine claims seriausly

Jesus has seen right through this hanky-panky and called itNOCIe\Ler
(12:34) But because of the way the man twisted and turned heéQuagnO
there yet, noguite He does have O a commandment this is still gtHzaer
to honour God and to love your neighbour as yourselioved himself mar
than JesusAnd thereby he loves himself more than Gblde learned man
felt this and had to slink awalle must make a choice that he didnéht to
face.

Whoever believes in God but not in Jesus, is nearly there. But not quite.
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Burgled

OFriend, your sins aredaren you.@2:5)
Mark 2:1-12

It must have created quite a sltirwas standing room only in the house
where Jesus was, and suddenly there was a thumping about overhead.
Everyone looks up, roof-tiles are being lifted, ¢ife after tile reveals more
and more blue skyrands taking hold, grit in the haiebbles falling b if
there wasn@ tile hitting you on the head@hat® how a buglary happens; at
least, this looked like a bgiary in broad daylightAnd even a roof beam was
broken awaysplinters, four faces, ropes, and a stretcher that bit by bit was
being let down belowBut thereno room, everything was higgledy-
piggledy ow! IOve got the invalid on my head, IOm not sure | like that, make
room, now we really have to make more roomE

Four men demolish the house where Jesus was, and what did &g say
eventually with a lot of pushing and shoving, they made enough room?
OFriend, your sins aredaren youO.

The bystanders, we included, the bearers, and certainly the paralytic were
wide-eyed: ahem, sorrputthat certainly wasrt@he idea D the purpose of all
this troubleEANd certainly the religious teachers (who had come from far
and wide, see Luke 5:17) were the most indignant, but in another way: this is
outright blasphemy! OThis blokef® as if he@od and can fgive B what
outright arrogance! (2:7)

Jesus has nevertheless deliberately aimed at this. He asks a questlon and
the more you think about it, the more confusing it gets: OWhich is easier: to
say Oyour sins aregoren@r OyouOre healed®8()

This question is deliberately ambiguous. Generally we interpret it as if the
answer must be: your sins arediwen. Fogiving sin will then be easier
because you can still quietly assert it evensfritdd trueYou can still declare
that someone can be healed, but then you muspaiseit. Even so, you can
also maintain that this must be the correct ansviar:are healed. If healing
is easierthen more is possible after all, mothers, doctors, magicianseT
reallydoit is actually easier than fgiving, because only God can divre.

It didn®enter the heads of the religious teachers that sugivémess
could be done on earth, but Jedwiiiant question worked like a crowbar
Really it wasntis house that had been broken into, but he broke into them.
He makes a question of integrity out of it. Is he a charlatan, is hehisst O
here blokeO, just an ordinary Oson of (aart@ had regularly and ironically
called himself)?
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Or is heEGod?This option now comes a lot closbecause immediately
Jesus proved his integrity by doing what he said: he promptly healed the
paralysed man. How did the teachers handle this?

Jesus asks a question, but dovelt for the answex2:10,1) The
Pharisees asked him a question and wanted an answer at any price, because
the aim was to humiliate him. It wasm@cessary for Jesus to show them up
and he knew that an answer woutdm&Xorthcoming. He didhfut the
Pharisees under pressure and just carried on without their answer; later he
would become even more severe, but then he would also have been preaching
for much longerand would reproach the Pharisees even more. But even here,
the dignitaries have to keep their objections quiet; if you want to openly
amgue that Jesus igr@od, then youOre stuck. (See pageY2fi) objections
have to remain ill-considered.

That®why they had to work up mass hysteria later if they were ever
going to get Jesus crucified. For ndaur men demolish his house and all he
can say is: (@Vr sins are fgiven.Mlot long after this, they would demolish
his body and all he says is: OFattiergive them, because they dokabw
what theyOre doingldke23:34)

Everything went wrong with Jesus, so that he could break into us and we
could be made whole.
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What everyone thirsts for

OThe water that | give will become a spring within y@ul®)
John 4:1-42

In Samaria there lives an unhappy woman. Her life has followed a pretty
rugged course, ste@iready got five marriages behind.iéow shefin a
sixth relationship, but she dares not make more of it than thas &tig@ot
this man for financial support and to keep loneliness at&ias has no
intention of getting married for a sixth timEhe other women, more
respectable and conventional than she, wont have anything to do with her
and they make that obvious as waAlhd so she goes to fetch water in the
middle of the day(4:6) By then iscorching hot, but at least there wont be
anyone to make unpleasant comments or (even worse) ignore her

But then she gets noticed! By a man, and a friendly man at that, who asks
her for help: OWhile youOre still higgye me something to drink to&O
last, someone who asks something of Rer that is perhaps the most
difficult thing about social isolatioYou long for contact, but it slips further
and further awayNo one ever comes near you, youOre always dependant on
someone else, and you feel worthless. But this man sees her there. B

But he is a JewAnd Jews were sick at the sight of Samaritans, so thereO
got to be something behind his approach. Just like all the other women from
her town, this rabbi must certainly be planning tewd her Suspiciously
she says: OJews have no dealings with Samaritans, ya@kitbva smile
Jesus suggests that she can let her guard down: Olf you really knew who | am,
you would ask for water fromme.@4:9) ~

At the same time he is telling her that sh® one who needs something,
not him.And that he is the solution. But the Samaritan woman hgehat
far yet. She is still sceptical, so she says: @slterless, this is a very good
well. | don®need anythingdnd in any case, with that kind of claim youOd
have to be more eminent that our forefather Jaddie. Ghallenges him, but
in the meantime she is becoming less reserved, because she is really seeking
contact:our forefather Jacob.

But Jesus comes even cloggow he gets very particuldde knows how
many men she has worn out, it was never enough, she still got thirsty
againEOQYu will get thirsty again from drinking this wagdaut | have water
that will be like a spring within yorhen youOll never be thirsty B
again.@:10-15)The woman is still hoping against hope thashsil talking
about the well, and not abougr, and so she reacts nicely but superficially:
ONowthat sounds good, give me some of that wéten | wont have to
keep trudging back here every day

Jesus has shown that he respectsaret now he can begin to Owarm
things up@ bit, and start to pinpoint the sore spotaiudYe a man-eatfou
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may be critical, if you have shown your love. But the woman is not that far
yet and is still sceptical: O¥Ove got a lot of insight, but wisdttat got to do

with me?You Jews say that youOre the ones with the truth. So weOreOnferior
(4:16-29)

Now Jesus has her where he wants Hew often do you see people who
don®belong displaying this kind of destructive behavjmarthat they
become completely isolated. If you dbhélong, that can so easily destroy
your own self-worth that Mo longer important to give enough concern to
doing what©right. Criminals often hate themselves, not because theyOre
criminals, but the other way round: they become criminals because they hate
themselvesThey dontbelong with the nice, smart, important people B their
own way seems to wreck everything thatide And so it becomes a vicious
circle, because now they really dob&ong anywhere. Self-hatred
establishes itself.

Jesus breaks through this circle of self-hate and isolation in an ingenious
way. O%u feel a deep emptiness, and try to fill it with the attention of men.
But that way you only work yourself further into the hole, and lose yourself
and all your contactThere®only one answer to this thirst that everyone
feels: fill your heart with GodAnd don€¥ool yourself that this isndr you,
because God is there for everyor(@!®1-26)

Now the spell is broken. She runs to the town and suddenly finds she is
able to address the gossips ope(y39)They give her the benefit of the
doubt and also come to believe. OLasky® Jesus to his disciples, OEveryone
belongs, even the Samaritar(g:@1)
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The focus of an heir

OHappy are the kind-hearted, for they shall inherit the g&c8).0
Matthew 19:13-15 (eventually Mark 10:13-16 or Luke 18:15-17)

Inherit the earth, inherit the kingdom; these are unique combinations of
words that you never find again in Jedirs® (Matthew 25:34) Put it down
to his unique capacity for creative language, Fothat one word OinheritO
lies the entire revolution within Christianityhat has to happen before you
can inherit something? Someone dies. So what has happened if you inherit
the earth or the kingdonThen the king has died, the true King of the
worldEJesus was speaking about his own death and how by this means he
would give us the world as an inheritance. (Hebrews 9:16)

You seldom get an inheritance because youOve worked harddor gt
an inheritance because youOre somgehd®d and thasomething you
can©do anything abouThat® how people brought babies to Jesus (19:13)
Not toddlers, as we so often interpret this stbay tiny babies: the same
Greek word that is used for Jesus when he was born. Babies are not humble,
babies dort@o anything good, babies dohélieve anything. Babies danO
do anythingButEOThe kingdom of God is for those who are the same as
them.@Vark 10:14)

You canfilo anything in order to get into the kingdom. Not even by being
kind or humble, or even not doing anythiAaqd there®no trick to this, no
way that the coming of this delightful world can be speeded up.

That is absolutely revolutionarieople are always trying to set up heaven
on earthThat® precisely what Judas wanted, and because Jesus willed it
otherwise, he gave his Master over to be execiiteat was also the biggest
mistake of the Crusades. Communism was the latest massive attempt, but you
see exactly the same thing happening in plastgesur The same with
families and love relationships: we want to reach perfection in the here and
now.

An enforced utopia inevitably becomes viole¥du see it in the way
Judas©behaviour miscarried. Communism murdered countless millions of
guiltless citizensThe plastic sugeon makes us just as unsure until we let our
beautiful body be mutilated until it takes on a uniform appearance; Barbie
Doll could well become a dictator more cruel than Stalin was. Families and
love relationships are wrecked as people can accept less and less; they feel
personally responsible and hurt if perfection stillisrubieved. (See page
104)

Against the ill-mannered perfection-hunters Jesus says: yolm:an
anything about it, yoinherit utopia. Only babies get the beautiful life. OFlesh
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and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of Ga#l €orinthians 15:50)Vhoever
thinks he has to fight for a perfect life, eventually wrecks his life.

At the same time you can see a reverse movement. Not enforcing a
utopia, but disappointed people who write ftadmpletely You are called
Post-modern then, sensible. Christendom calls it cynicism. Because you let
other people and yourself $ogate if you dort@elieve anymore in a better
world. Then you let everything go its own way and refuse to get involved. If
you donfbelieve in heaven, then it becomes hell on edivtioever becomes
relativistic eventually chooses in favour of himself. Having no ideal is just as
violent if your ideals cost what their realisation costs.

Against these cynics Jesus sa¥ss, it®true, there is a utopia coming,
thereis a great storyThat is not arrogance; that is simply GotiGmourAnd
God® humour does something to you. Because how do you live if you know
that a gigantic inheritance from a loving father is coming your wayrlive
as a worthy heitvou live in the style of the kingdorou canthasten the _
inheritance by bowing and scraping and working at full bore, you dan®
to be afraid of being disinherited eithBut you can make God very happy

If God® pleasure is your focus, then your life becomes beautiul.
don®become lovingo thatyou can get a dream life, bn¢causehat®what
you get.You inherit the eartAlMe are heirs to the throné/e shall become
kings and queens. (Romans 5:17idothy 2:12)With that kind of outlook
you can do what princess Maxima did meanwhile, taking citizenship courses
in preparation for the new positioriou feel the responsibility alreadgou
are already a symbol of the new realm.

You canfido a thing to achieve the beautiful life. But you can live better
because it is comingyou are an heir to the throne and becoming naturalized.

All the soundness of the faith comes with the unequalled appearing of our
King. OSeek first the kingdom and his righteousness, that you will get all the
other things as well(®latthew 6:33)
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The merciful Pakistani

OWbich of these three in your estimation is neighbour to the robbery
victim?@10:36)

Luke 10:25-37

The story of the Good Samaritan is very well known. So well known that
the contrariness of it hardly crosses anysmaiod these day3ranslated to
the present time, in Holland at any rate, it would be about a Moroccan (and in
England, probably a Pakistani). In the same way the Jews reacted to the
Samaritans, many Dutch people find Moroccans anti-social at least. But in
this little story all the preconceived ideas are swept a®ameone is badly
beaten up in a train and robbed, lies naked in a compartment, and then Jimmy
Saville comes along and leaves him th&teen along comes David
Dimbleby and he also leaves him thérbat® how perversely Jesus told it.

Then eventuallyalong comes a Pakistani who immediately takéhisf
shirt and staunches the blodeke note howevethat the Pakistani doesnO
know who hefgetting involved with; the wounded person can be a victim
but also a criminal. Perhaps §&@Iping a rapist. He doeskflow; yet he
helps him all the same. No pre-selection at the ticket-banaeiear and
failure to overcome b just helpirg. the first station, he carries the badly
wounded man out of the carriage and calls an ambulandebecause no
one knows who the man is, perhaps it really is an uninsured tramp, the
Pakistani promises to stand guarantor for all the cadttank cheque that
could finally total several thousand pounds.

The occasion for this story is a question from a theologian: How do | get
eternal life?An adolescent asks the same question. |618r18-27)This
youngster is unsure but is open to Jesus; and on that occasion Jesus gave the
encouraging answer himselhe theologian is really arrogant and only wants
to catch Jesus out. (10:25) So he lets Jesus give the answer himself so that
there®no possible escaptnd in both circumstances we get the correct
answer: love God intensively and your fellow man as much as you love
yourself, and in this way you will always remain alive.

The theologian as well as the adolescent had known this all along, but still
they both considered they haddmsomethingThe young masQveakness,
as it is with many believers, was his moriye weakness of the theologian
lay elsewhereAs a genuine scholar he wantefinitions OOK, | have to
love my fellow man, but who is he, cag@u be more specific@bviously
he felt he was falling short, but wanted to justify himself (10:29) by
suggesting that it wasnd to him, but that God leaves it unclédclever
deflection manoeuvre that many believers use: talk just long enough so that
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the problem gets buried under such a load of verbal that yottdgoe(io do
anything about it. (Timothy 6:4,5; ZTimothy 3:5;Titus 3:9)

But Jesus turns everything around. Not: who is my neighbour? But, to
whom aml a neighbour? Doh@sk who you have to help, but ask yourself if
you are a helper of otherBhere is no way to define who your fellow man is;
youare simply a fellow man. If you go around looking for definitions then
you create a restriction, and you start making rWdso shall | help, who
not? Jesus didh@sk us to draw any lines of demarcation, but to always stand
ready to do somethinghat® how youbecomea fellow man, time and time
again; funnily enough Jesus asks who Obecdngeselghbour(10:36)You
don®become a fellow-traveller apparentiyst like that. [tOnot the other
person who has to be happy that you helped him, or her; you have to be glad
you can helpThen you can say you have become a neighbour

There is something at a flifent level coming into play during this
conversationAs is often apparent in the Gospels there is a threatening
undertone.The theologian will Oput Jesus to the téD.25) and the
guestion with which he wants to trap him is the definitive question: who is
my neighbourApparently he is waiting for Jesus to give a faulty answer to
it. Jesus was a busy revolutionary and will surely say that only his disciples
qualify. But he now tells a perverse story and says that you rhusah®
definitions, but remain open to possibiliti&ot thinking but doing.

_ But there is still more going on. Sometimes Jesus himself was called a
OSamaritan.O (John 8:48) Is he alluding to himself here? Jesus travelled
around and took pity on sick people. Jesus wrote blank cheques for others.
You can go bankrupt doing this and indeed Jesus ultimately gave away
everything, even his own lif#/ho is neighbour to the weakhe theologian

has to give the answer himséfhe man who has defed with him.QL0:37)

That is Jesus! Jesus is the merciful Pakistani, or Moroccan. He is our nearest
neighbourAnd as you help all the others you are helping Hihen you are

also worthy to be a merciful Pakistani.
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How one short sentence saved the worldE

OWhoever among you is without sin, let him throw the first st@@)0
John 8:1-1

How is it possible that one single sentence can send a group of devious
fundamentalists, right there on their own turf in the temple, cringing away?
How can that ever happen? Especially now that theyOll pick up on every
comma, yes every wrong tone of voice, so as to catch you out? \JasusO
life is in the balance, and even more so, the life of the woman as well, who
had been caught while she was committing adultery B just one misplaced
word and he, as well as the woman, would be lynchedE

This group of fundamentalists is clevéesus was always sodring
towards sinners, but the Jewish law is crystal clear about adultery: capital
punishment. If he now deviates from his owrgfeing disposition (which,
with all the surrounding menace, would be rather understandable), the people
would be disappointed and he would lose his credibHityt if he also puts
anything from the Law into relative perspective, then he looses even more
drastically: then there is really solid ground on which f@iadly have him
put out of the way

OWhoever among you is without sin, can throw the first siietO
Jesus does here must have completely confused the bystanders. He sticks
absolutely to what the Law says; he doede@y that whoever commits
adultery must be executed. He avoids all the pitfalls of his interrogators. But
in one or other mysterious way he so turns it around, that Igiisifog
disposition remains intact, and stronger than.et&r proposes a new law
himself B one that turns everything inside Auad this law fillets all the
motivation away from his attackers.

After all, this group held fast to their we-know-better attitude, they felt
themselves infinitely superior and therefore thought that pretty soon they
would be able to take Jesus and likewise lynch the woman. But they could
only sustain this delusidn a goup. That® why Jesus said: OWhoever
among you is without sin, can throw the first stomgXirst stoneEYou can
see them thinkingdm | without sinWhat would others say about me then,
if | throw a stone? Jesus turned the tables on them so that each one had to
examine himself and could no longer fluctuate with the graog.then you
can®feel superior any longgjust follow the rest and do what they do.
Whoever is naked and without the protection of the group, judges very
differently.

No one threw that one, mostfitifilt first stoneE Do we ever consider
this sentence as food for thoughArd yet this one short sentence was
obviously not enough against such a group of furious ieat is the
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mystery of what Jesus writes in the sand. Even before that sentence, he
calmly drew lines in the sand of the temple compound. He waited until the
magic of the moment had wornfaind then took the initiative back. Not
submissivelynot uninterested, not irritated (the group, in all that had
happened, should have been able to find a cause to take him directly), but just
quietly busy with something else and waiting for his moment

This brilliant body language worked even more powerfully towards it.
Without that, he would have thrown away thieef of his sentence. Not
seriously eyeballing the group, and certainly not humbly awaiting the
outcome D but again busy with something else. Nobadytyance got a
moment®nourishment so as to break loose, and the group is left to itself B
and so falls aparfhe sick hocus-pocus of aggression against a scapegoat is
broken.

C)Np one has condemned yq8200)You can hear the amusement in
Jesusice as he looks up and every one of them has slunk Awdyhen:
ONeither do | condemn yod&doesrt@hrow the first stone, and the
implication is clear: | am therefore without sin. But the one who has reason to
be proud, doesh@se his power to repel, but to make others stroAgerso
he doesri@eave it only at not condemning. His judgment is not
condemnation. It ish@estructive, like that of the Pharisees, and there is no
aggression in it at all © his judgment is constructive, he will only build up.
That®why he didrtQust say: O®fou go.n blessed relief, tha@what we
would have said. No, full of love, he said, 30t go now B and ddrgnh
anymore.(Not that schoolmasterly ObutB@ quietly OandEQ)

What Jesus wrote in the sand we are not told. John wisely keeps that a
secret for us, as if he would say: those letters have been blownamdagiso
the wonder of that moment. Jesus is matchless, inimit@hig time he saved
everything just by speaking, but later he will keep siléathe stood before
Pilate himself he didh©peak such a brilliant sentence. Jesus never used his
genius for his own benefit but only for otheksid now he saves through the
restoration he spoke into the life of a womand almosten passanthis own
life. This short sentence saved his mission, and through that, the world.
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Acknowledgement

| quote Bible verses fromhe New Bible fEinslation.(De Nieuwe
Bijbelvertaling 2004, Nederlandyhere necessary | have made my own
translation.

I use OheO with lowease letters when referring to God, Jesus or the
Spirit. In this | am followingThe New Bible fAnslation The translators
justify their choice inAbrk in Preparation landwww.nbvnl

The chapters each count towardioa Ten of Bible verses respectively
from the strangest, most beautiful, irritating, incomprehensible, funny and
brilliant passages. | have put these lists together after discussion and research
on the Internet and according to my own tashe selection is thus
wonderfully subjectiveThe verses are otherwise divided in an arbitrary order
throughout the chapters concerned.

In such a book as this it is impractical to supply footnotes in which you
acknowledge your countless choices. | can well name those who have
inspired me: | owe a lot to the books of Bram van de Beek, Jakob van
Bruggen, Gilbert Chesterton, Okke Jager and P¥dipcey Pages 78-81 and
104-109 were published earlier in a modified fornounKoers respectively
November 2004 and January 2005.

| thank Daniel Drost, Gerrit Riemer and particularly my wife Marisa for
their suggestions. From Marisa | learned discretion and amazement. Love is
truly the finest of God(okes that will cure people of their egocentricity

www.reiniersonneveld.nl
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Dir ections fordiscussions

One of the best ways to grow personally is to get into conversation with
others. It can be helpful to construct such a conversation with a number of
guestions. Below | give directions for seventeen group discussions; first of
all, indications for thepreparation thenextrasources of information for
those who want to dig deepand lists with possible questions that will
stimulatediscussionEach participant should be busy with preparation for
about half an hour and the discussion should last between one and two hours.

A discussion leader can put in some extra study of the subject beforehand
and make a selection from the list of questions and eventually add some new
ones.This also applies to the reading that is recommended. Establish the
entire discussion on the questions that really take hold among the group.
Don®use the Bible like the operating instructions for your video recorder
The Bible is not a technical book, the Bible is fireworks.
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Translator@ note

When | heard the proposal that my friend Reinier Sonnes/baiii
should be published in English, | heartily agreed, little thinking that | would
be invited to undertake the fascinating task of translation.

Having now brought this to completion, it has been both an amusing and
surprising adventure along the Obiblical beable® the author has been
doing some spiritual beachcombing.

Reinier has his own inimitable style when writing in his mother tongue,
and to try and reproduce that same style in the English translation has been
my foremost aim. How well this has been achieved only he will really know
while the English language reader will be as intrigued and provok&aidas
Kamsteeg reveals he was, in his Foreword.

David S.Turner
Aalden, Holland



